April 2022

FROM THE PASTOR
Sadness and Joy

I have to admit that when I look at the
world around me, I feel great sadness: the
war in Ukraine (and the ongoing pain of
violence in places such as Afghanistan,
Palestine, Syria, Yemen and Nigeria); and
the damage we do to our environment,
and politicians being just plain mean to
“vulnerable people, and random shootings,
and the never ending virus... all of these
, cause me great sadness - to the point

. where being sad becomes a way of viewing
life.

For Lent, we are using the Book “Spiritual Formation” by Henri
Nouwen: He insists that we will only be able to move on from such
sadness when we admit that we are hurting: In the words of

®
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M ETH 0 D I ST Nouwen: ”You can never get to the joy if you dare not cry, if you do not

have the courage to weep, if you don’t take the opportunity to experience
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This is the story of Easter: we need to go through the pain of Good
Friday in order to discover the signs of Easter’s new life. This is not
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the denial of our sadness - but the learning to live with our tears in
CH “ Rc I'I & such a way that we allow Jesus to lead us through our pain to new
COMMUNITY [
May Easter 2022 be a time of the renewal of your joy. Jenny joins me

RN in wishing you God’s love and grace.
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B FROM THE PASTOR _
Blessed

On the day I wrote this, Volodymyr Zelensky, the
sixth president of an independent Ukraine, came
before the United States Congress from the be-
sieged capital city of Kyiv to plead for more help. A
shattering video aired showing the worlds of differ-
ence between his beautiful country just weeks ago
and today: the innocent lives lost; the land scarred
and broken; the once-pristine historic buildings
reduced to rubble. And as I reflected on these heartbreaking realities, words from scripture
came to mind—words that display a similarly jarring incongruity:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

¢“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

?“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. **Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. (Matthew 5.3-12)

Blessed. Despite it all. According to a 2018 Razumkov Center poll, 71.7% of the population of
Ukraine identify themselves as Christian. I wonder how these words strike them now, as
they embody the very words in the text. Blessed are those for whom life is hard—who seek
to make peace; those who are persecuted; those who are meek; gentle. I heard an interview
with a woman who was on her way back in to Ukraine after dropping her adult daughters
safely in Poland. She was not going back to fight; she was going to provide support and care
to the suffering—in so many words she said, to bind the wounds of war with the salve of
mercy. Blessed is she. g :

Blessed are those who make peace. As we pray for peace in Ukraine
and in so many places all over the world, let us be people of peace and
gentleness, meekness and mercy. May we run to the places where
suffering cowers and bring hope. This we can do, wherever we are,
one person at a time, in Jesus’ name.

Pastor Kristaw
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Join us for Holy Week worship!

Palm Sunday:
8:15am communion service in our Sanctuary,
10am in our CLC

Maundy Thursday:
7pm worship in Sanctuary

Good Friday:
7pm worship in Community Life Center

Easter Sunday:
6:30am Sunrise service in our Prayer Garden
8:15am Easter Communion service in our Sanctuary
10am Easter worship at Pioneer Park

Radio Broadcast Sponsorship Available

Good Friday
Call the office if you are interested in sponsoring this broadcast.




Church Staff

Pastoral Staff Connect with us
Pete Grassow.............. pastorpete@brookingsmethodist.org  church Office Hours:
Krista Ducker........... pastorkrista@brookingsmethodist.org  \jon-Fri: 8:30am-12:00 pm

Education Director

Gretchen Knutson...........
Community Life Center Director

education@brookingsmethodist.org  Need prayer? Email

prayer@brookingsmethodist.org

Vonda Kirkham.......... communitylife@brookingsmethodist.org 9 4 pastor will pray with

Office Manager

Lynelle Hagedorn....................

Financial Secretary

Trish Matson Buus...............
Worship Tech/Media Director

and Building Manager

Sam Becker ...

Tech Coordinator

Paul Schmidt.......ovveereen...

Organists: Joan Riessen
MK Hugghins
Pianist: Ted DeLange

Weekly Worship Schedule

Sundays: 9:00am
9:30am
10:00am

Wednesday: 5:00pm
6:00pm
7:00pm

office@brookingsmethodist.org

you.

finance@brookingsmethodist.org Facebookcnm/FUMGBrooklngs

www.brookingsmethodist.org

media@brookingsmethodist.org

........ tech@brookingsmethodist.org

I3} WATCH ONLINE

Sunday School (ages 2-adult)

Radio Broadcast (on KBRK 1430AM)

Sunday Morning Worship (in-person and online)
All day Virtual Children’s Church on Facebook
Manna Meal

Manna in the Middle Worship (CLC and online)
Confirmation, Church Life Groups, Weds School

Check out our website: www.brookingsmethodist.org

“PODCAST.

Listen to our Podcast!

You can listen to all our sermons and messages every Wednesday
evening and Sunday afternoon on our Podcast, ‘Messages from First
United Methodist Brookings!” We are on all major Podcasting plat-
forms, so listen wherever you get your favorite podcasts! For links to
episodes and more info about our Podcast, visit:

anchor.fm/fumcbrookings !
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A Note from the Health Ministry Committee

Dear friends of Brookings First United Methodist Church,

Our committee wants you to know that you are important to us. If you have health con-
cerns and would like a phone call or visit, please let the front office staff know (692-4345).
We cannot visit you in the hospital if we do not know you are there! We can also try and
answer questions about navigating the health system.

We hope you will take advantage of the Healthy Movement class, offered each M,W,F in
the CLC. Physical activity is so important in staying healthy!

A class on grieving the loss of a loved one began on March 6. For more information on this
class, please call the office.

Joonie Holmv

Prayer Chain

The Prayer Chain is active. Please contact Sharon
Anderegg at 605-692-4925 with any requests.

Radio Broadcast Sponsorships

Now is the time to sign up for a radio broadcast sponsorship in 2022. If you would like
to sponsor a broadcast in memory, honor, or celebration of a loved one or anniversary,
you may:

1. Visit http://www.brookingsmethodist.org/ and click on:
RADIO BROADCAST SPONSORS

1. Contact the office at 605-692-4345

2. Email office@brookingsmethodist.org

Each broadcast sponsorship is $60 and airs at 9:30am on KBRK 1430AM.
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Celebrating our Graduates

During the May 1 worship service, we will celebrate our high school seniors as they get ready
to go on to the next adventure in life. We will honor them with a special recognition during
the service and have pictures along with a display of quilts made especially for them by
our Piecemakers quilting group. Please join in celebrating the 2022 class of seniors: Allison
Clark, Wyatt Drew, Kennedi Gerjets, Christopher Gross, Sam Hardin, Emily Harms, Andrea
James, Jensi Jensen, Konnor McClain, Delaney O’Connell, Kayla Shoup, Tristina Ting, Grace
VandeKop.

Church Camping Weekend

The church camping weekend is planned for August 5-7 at Oakwood Lakes State Park.
There will be at least 10 spots reserved in campground 1 so if you would like to be a
part of this weekend, let me know, or you may reserve your own spot. We will share a
couple of meals together, play some games, make s’'mores and generally have a good
time and relax!

If you don’t like to camp or can’t commit to the weekend, come out for the day or
evening. There’s a fire each evening with lots of fellowship and good stories are told!
Gretchen Knutson, education@brookingsmethodist.org

Geocaching for Easter Eggs!

The Education committee is sponsoring a family event - a Geocaching Easter Egg Hunt!
It will be held Wednesday, April 13 from 5:00-6:00. This is a come and go event. Get
your coordinates at the church and then your family is free to go find some eggs!
Take some time during a busy Lenten season and have some fun with the family!

Faster Egg donations Needed

I would like to ask for donations of individually wrapped Easter candy to fill Easter
Eggs for the geocaching event. Please bring donations to the office by Sunday, April
10. Thanks so much!

No Sunday School on Easter

There will be no Sunday school on Easter for children, youth, or adults.

Gretcherv K nutsovv, Education Director
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Thank You Christian Education leaders!

The Education committee would like to thank all the people who have led/taught/
sponsored kids, youth, and adults in the church this past year. It was nice to finally
be able to get back together again to learn and grow in the Christian faith. So many
have given so much so that others could grow in their faith - it’s always very hum-
bling to take stock of the volunteers. We could not be a place of learning and grow-
ing without you! Thank you!

Gretchenw K nutsovy, Education Director

Abby Hawks Jessica Huyck Ope Niemeyer
Andrea Glover Jim Ducker Paul Schmidt

Ann Overby Kami Bartels Penny Eliason
April Flemming Karen Alfson Ross Peterson

Avis Norton Katie Knutson Sara Bingen

Barb Meyer Kay Becker Shannon Rasmussen
Brenda Buus Kelly Wendell Sharon James
Cassandra Peterson Laura Gerjets Sherri Christianson
Christa Bortnem Mandy Liljegren Steph Vlaminck
Christi Holbeck Maria Schlueter Steve Eliason
Danielle Bohn Nancy Bohlen Tom Becker

Dr. James Murphy Nicole Anderson Tonya Gaalswyk

Confirmation Service: Sunday April 24

The Confirmation service emphasises God’s Grace at work in our lives, the response of in-
dividuals to this Grace, and the celebration of this by a gathering of the people of God.
Confirmation is part of an ongoing, lifelong process of growing in grace. The larger picture
is Christian formation, being transformed - over time and through the work of God’s Spirit
- into the image of Christ. Please support them with your prayers and warm welcome into
our church family. The following people will be confirmed:

Gavin Anderson Nadalee Gerjets Phoenix Sather
Zach Bevers Talon Hyde Kiana Schmit
Lauren Bortnem Lauren Jones Ella Tellekson
Reece Christianson Rylan Korson Bergan Tetzlaff

Brynn Flemming Jasper Lee Ethan Wells
Gavin Gerjets Cash Sather Amelia Wendell




April 2

Sun Mon Tue Wed

3 4 5 6
8:15am—Early Morning Communion 10am—Communion at the 5pm—New Day Al-Anon 8am—TOPS
Service Neighborhoods 6pm—Jubilee Ringers 10am—Healthy

9:00am—Sunday School (2yr to adults)
9:30am—Radio broadcast (KBRK)
10am—Sunday Morning Worship
2pm—Grief Share

10am—Healthy Movement
Class (CLC)
5:30—SPR Meeting

7pm—Worship Team
Practice

4pm—Chiming
5pm—Manna rr
6pm—Manna W\
7pm—Confirma

10 PALM SUNDAY

Senior Pics due to office
8:15am—Early Morning Communion
Service- Sanctuary
9:00am—Sunday School (2yr to adults)
9:30am—Radio broadcast (KBRK)
10am—Sunday Morning Worship-CLC
2pm—Grief Share
7pm—Youth Council

11

10am—Healthy Movement
(cLo)

5:30pm—Finance meeting
6:30pm—Education meeting
7pm—Trustee meeting

12

5pm—New Day Al-Anon
6pm—Jubilee Ringers
7pm—Worship Team
Practice

13

8am—TOPS
10am—Healthy
4pm—Chiming
5pm—Manna 1
5pm—Geocachi
6pm—Manna W\
7pm—Confirma

17 EASTER SUNDAY
6:30am—Sunrise Service in Prayer
Garden

8:15am—Easter Communion Service in
Sanctuary

10:00am—Easter Worship at Pioneer
Park

4:30—Cross Work Emmaus

18

10am—Healthy Movement
(cLo)

10am—Communion at ULC
5:15pm—Singles Group
5:30pm—Finance Committee

19

1:30—Care Group
5pm—New Day Al-Anon
6pm—Jubilee Ringers

20

8am—TOPS
10am—Healthy
10am—Alzheim
Giving Support
4pm—Chiming
5pm—Manna 1r
6pm—Manna W\
7pm—Confirma

24

9:00am—Sunday School (2yr to adults)
9:30am—Radio broadcast (KBRK)
10am—Sunday Morning Worship
2pm—Grief Share

25
10am—Healthy Movement
(cLo)

26
5pm—New Day Al-Anon
6pm—Jubilee Ringers

27

8am—TOPS
10am—Healthy
4pm—Chiming
5pm—Manna 1r
6pm—Manna W
7pm—Confirma
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Thu

Fri

Sat

1 2
6:30am Men's Breakfast
10 am Healthy Movement
7 8 9
6:30am—Men’s Breakfast
Movement Class (CLC) 10am—Healthy Movement
Children Class (CLC)
eal, Youth Bells
orship
tion & Church Life Groups
14 MAUNDY THURSDAY 15 GOOD FRIDAY 16

Movement Class (CLC)
Children

eal, Youth Bells

ng for Easter Eggs

orship

tion & Church Life Groups

5:30pm—Missions
Committee
7pm—Maundy Thursday
Worship-Sanctuary

6:30am—Men’s Breakfast
10am—Healthy Movement
Class (CLC)

7pm—Good Friday Wor-
ship-CLC

9am—Piecemakers

Movement Class (CLC)
er’s, Dementia and Care
Group

Children

eal, Youth Bells

orship

tion & Church Life Groups

21

10am—Communion at Edge-
wood Vista
10:30am—Communion at
Stoneybrook Suites
6pm—United Methodist Men
CLC

22

6:30am—Men’s Breakfast
10am—Healthy Movement
Class (CLC)

23
10am-Confirmation
practice

Movement Class (CLC)
Children

eal, Youth Bells

orship

tion & Church Life Groups

28
1pm—Tie Quilters
2/3 year old classroom

29

6:30am—Men’s Breakfast
10am—Healthy Movement
Class (CLC)

30
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"N . Harvest Table
%% N\ Although Harvest Table has not started serving meals yet, the
A ﬁ community has been very generous with donations. One of
*. the SDSU student organizations that usually serve a meal did a
Oﬂ< food drive instead. They collected canned food items, diapers,
and personal care items. A student at Camelot Intermediate
School did a diaper drive to earn the letter “C” for Character.
She collected 2, 311 diapers and 44 packages of baby wipes.
The Brookings Optimist Club gave us a monetary donation in
. the dollar amount of what they had budgeted to serve a meal.
We are so thankful for all of the donations we receive. We appreciate everyone’s willingness

to help us serve others in our community.

Vondw Kirkihvam, Community Life Center Director

gz
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Volunteer Appreciation Month 7587 % %55/ %%
s . v 7 77 »
April is Volunteer Appreciation Month! And we could- % é/ % % ; é Z % % /f

n’t be more excited to show our appreciation to the : :

many volunteers who have served in countless capaci-

ties at Brookings First UMC. We want to say thank you! T UUR VULUNTEE SI
So throughout the month of April, we will have small

tokens of appreciation for anyone who has EVER served in a volunteer capacity (on a com-
mittee, clean up crew, as a teacher, musician, singer, on our tech team, kitchen crew, care

team, or any other way!), please pick up your thank-you gift after services, in the narthex
or in the office. We couldn’t do what we do without YOU! Thank you!!!

Socks Needed

The Salvation Army is collecting new socks-any size, any color, and any style. Let’s all help
them out! There will be marked crates in the CLC and Narthex at the church for drop-off.
We will be collecting through the end of April. Thanks to you all for helping to keep feet
warm in Brookings! -Kindness in Action-

Barb-Meyer
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UMCOR SUNDAY d‘tjvhiccdn

UMCOR Sunday was March 27. #Onething in
SPECl AL March and the offering taken on March 27
SUN DAY was designated towards UMCOR Sunday. As we watch the destruction
in Ukraine, Methodists in that country are offering their help and
UMCOR comfort as best they can. Bishop Khegay, (over Ukraine, Russia, Bela-
rus and other countries) asks for our prayers and aid so that his
GIVE NOW churches can continue their outreach. If issed giving t
. you missed giving to
UMCOR Sunday, it is not too late to drop off your gift at the church
office. Your sustaining gifts for UMCOR Sunday lay the foundation for UMCOR to share
God’s love with communities everywhere. Thank you for your generosity!

Lorna Jost

#0nething for April - Refugee Resettlement

#0nething for April will be a continuation of equipping UMCOR in its work with Refugees
and their resettlement. The world (God’s peoples) seems to be marching these days - away
from strife, war, and poverty toward a better life for their families. UMCOR works with
local churches and agencies to help alleviate the suffering of those displaced through no
fault of their own. Some refugees (e.g. Afghans, Central and South Americans) will be set-
tled in the United States, others (e.g. Ukranians and Syrians) will be settled in European
countries. Others will be aided in refugee camps throughout the world.

Lovnav Jost

Lent Offering ﬁ?”

The time of Lent is in remembrance of Je- Offering
sus’ 40 day fast in the Palestinian wilder-
ness before starting his ministry. He en- - ;
. . + SOLAR OVEN<1‘ = 3 R ;
dured a hot, dry, and lonely time in a place souTH bakoTA OLAR TRERS G s < &

of rocks and more rocks. A small sacrifice

on our part seems appropriate. And to have that sacrifice doubled is a small miracle as our
Lenten Offering goes towards our Matching Mission Grant. Every dollar of your generous
gift goes toward the grant for Feeding South Dakota and Solar Oven Partners. It will be
matched (up to $10,000) for the projects of our new covenant United Methodist Missionary
(Nan McCurdy). Her projects at Give Ye Them To Eat in Mexico are based on community

needs, including agriculture and health (www.gytte.org). Lovina Jost
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Finance Committee

Our current operating budget shows that January 2022 ended approximately $11,000
ahead, which is a good start for the year. This did include a couple of large pledges - one
annual pledge and one for almost the full year. We will see how the month of February
worked out when we meet later in March. We want to be optimistic that we can stay
ahead monthly, and that our budgeted expenses won’t exceed our income so excessively.

Thank you to all church members and friends that have pledged and thank you to all that
have given without making pledges. If you are one who has not turned in a pledge for
2022 yet, I hope you will consider doing so. Please contact the church office for a detailed
line-item budget report if you are interested. 605-692-4345.

Bethv Niemeyer, Finance Committee Chair
Walk to Emmaus
Do you seek....
Spiritual renewal?
New understanding of God’s grace and love?
Worship and community with other believers? WALK TO
On an Emmaus Weekend, you will: E m m H U S

Sing, reflect, pray, worship, learn, share Holy Communion

participate in small groups, experience God’s grace in

community and in the world, and understand Christian love in action.
Upcoming Dakota’s Walks include:

Men's Walk #63 - April 21st - 24th, 2022

Will be held at Lake Poinsett Camp, Arlington, SD

Women's Walk #64 - April 28th - May 1st, 2022

Will be held at Lake Poinsett Camp, Arlington, SD

THE UFPER ROOM

Local Emmaus CrossWorks group would love to sponsor you for a Journey with Christ. For
more information you may contact Steve Eliason at 691-3280 bkstump42@gmail.com or
Nancy Bohlen at 692-7744 nbohlen@swiftel.net. You can also find more information at
dakotaswalk.org or Walk to Emmaus (upperroom.org).

They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on
the road and opened the Scriptures to us? (Luke 24:32

Noancy Bohles



http://dakotaswalk.org/
http://emmaus.upperroom.org/about
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Trustee Committee

The Trustee Committee working together with our building manager, Sam Becker, con-
tinues to strive to maintain our facilities and grounds. We continue to explore an up-
grade to our HVAC control system software in the Community Life Center as the soft-
ware company will not support us without an upgrade.

The basement kitchen renovation project continues with most of the painting complet-
ed. We are still waiting on the installation of new counter tops, cabinet doors, and draw-
er fronts. We do not expect the work to be finished until later this spring. We thank eve-
ryone for your understanding of the inconveniences due to this project. An Ad Hoc com-
mittee of the Trustee’s, chaired by Russ Daly, has been meeting to develop a plan for the
installation of new interior and exterior signage for our church facilities. This will be to
fulfill one of the priorities established in our FUMC Together campaign. Please visit with
any of the Trustees for more information on any of these activities.

Doug Beste; Trustee Comunittee Chaiv

Cabinets Available!

As our kitchen remodel nears completion, we have several excess cabinets from the old
kitchen that are looking for a new home in a garage or workshop! Cabinets are 36” wide
and come with doors and hardware. If you are interested in re-homing these cabinets,
contact Sam Becker, Facility Manager, at media@brookingsmethodist.org !
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Thank you! B ook RO

. o Nk olleqe Urew
We want to express our gratitude to Gary and Avis K FDlies 3-19 \
Norton, Charlie Schnabel and Dennis and Jeanne Groa
Unkenholz, who joined Pastor Krista on a March
mission trip to Rapid City to build solar oven com- 17

. com(le+c |
ponents for shipment overseas through Solar Oven = oo ./
Partners, a Dakotas Conference ministry birthed ff 0 JJ-LD TIREES

right here at Brooking First UMC!

We were able to share meals, prayer and devotion-

als together at Storm Mountain Retreat Center, and were blessed by the hospitality of our
friends at Open Heart UMC in Rapid City, who graciously fed us and got us trained and
equipped to fill our mission of building solar oven components. Our thanks to our team
members and our friends at Storm Mountain and Open Heart UMC!
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Susan's Saga

For the past two years, the Mixtec translation
team has gone virtual! It's not the same as being
face-to-face, but we have been able to make|
steady progress, each one working at a separate
location.

Faithful Mixtec co-translator, Mirsa, has a tablet
with the draft of Scripture in her mother tongue.

Thank you for your part in bringing God's Word
to this people group.

Susonv Hugghing

Susan Hugghins is a daughter of this church serving in
full-time ministry as a Bible translator among the Mix-
tec people of Oaxaca, Mexico. Susan’s sending agency, -
Wycliffe Bible Translators, is a non-denominational |
organization; she raises her own funds to support this “*
ministry.

g

Mixtec co-translator, Mirsa

Sweets Sunday

The CARE Group is sponsoring a
Sweets Sunday on April 10 in the
CLC. Baked goods including cin-
namon rolls, caramel rolls,
scones, cookies and bars will be
for sale with a freewill donation.
The money raised will go to lo-
cal missions.

Bauw'b-Meyer
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