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FROM THE PASTOR

Over the past week or so, I've had “it’s the
most wonderful time of the year” stuck on
repeat in my head. Please tell me some of
you sang that, instead of just reading the
words? Or at least heard the voice of Andy
Williams singing it for us?

EWSLE

[ know these words and that song are very
much about Christmas and the days
leading up to it with the “kids jingle belling” and all of the other
fun, festive things that happen in December. Yet I can’t help but
to think that this has been on my mind lately because for all the
love I share for Christmas, it’s not actually my favorite day of
the year. My favorite day is Easter.

|:| RST U N |TED Easter is the reason we get to exist as Christians: if not for the

el 11iraculous, joyful hope of the resurrection, who would we be?!
M ETH 0 D I ST While I realize we aren’t quite to Easter yet (it’s on April 20 this
pistelalebedbadabedlal ycar, so please make plans to join us if you haven’t yet!), our
BROOKINGS Iz has been hard at work planning Holy Week and Easter
RS scrvices over these past couple of weeks. This has left me

AT THE thinking about what I truly experience as the most wonderful
CORNER OF time (day) of the year.

c H “ R c H & Singing such a song of joy in this season of Lent that is about
co M M u N ITY repentance and reflection has been quite a contrast, especially
in light of some of the heavy topics we’re talking about in
worship and through our book studies. Yet that contrast of
moving from doubt to forgiveness to worry to mortality...
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toward the suffering and death of Jesus on the cross as we look ahead to the long-
awaited joy of the coming resurrection of Easter... it may actually be exactly the point.
For we cannot fully experience the joy of Easter, without first experiencing the depth
of sorrow at the foot of the cross. In the same way, we cannot fully experience
resurrection, without first experiencing death.

Because there is such richness to be found and experienced in the contrasts of this
season and it’s long-awaited hope, I really do believe this is the most wonderful time
of the year. It may not always be easy or full of light, but it sure is a gift - and a gift I
hope we can share in together this year. If you've never come to Holy Week services
before, I hope you'll plan to attend to experience the power of the story and the
contrast of experiences in a way you never have before. If you've been before, I hope
you’ll come again, returning to the root of the story that makes us who we are as
Christians. This week for Holy Week and Easter, please know you are invited to join us
for worship:

Maundy Thursday @ 7pm (Thursday, April 17 in the CLC)
Good Friday @ 7pm (Friday, April 18 in the Sanctuary)
Easter Sunrise @7:30am (Sunday, April 20 in the Sanctuary)
Easter Worship @10am (Sunday, April 20 in the Sanctuary)

Pastor Jerw Osterloh

605-692-4345
pastorjen@brookingsmethodist.org




Meals on Wheels

First United Methodist Church continues to be a ‘driving’ force
(no pun intended!) for the Meals on Wheels program!

There are four rounds of deliveries and they occur on the
following dates:

Round 1: April 7th - 18th

Round 2: July 14th - 25th

Round 3: October 20th - 31th

Round 4: December 29th - January 9th - 2026

Contact me at perbar3@mac.com or voice/text 218-341-9706.

Perry Johmson, FUMC Meals on Wheel Coordinator

Children’s Moments

Did you know we have a children’s message during worship every Sunday? On Sunday, March
30, as a part of our Family worship service in the CLC (every 5th Sunday, about 4 times per
year), Pastor Jen led the children in building resurrection gardens during worship. In part,
this was a way to talk with the children about mortality (our sermon theme of the day), as we
lean into the hope of resurrection that comes after death. This is also a way of leaning into
the gift of new life that will come forth at Easter, so every Sunday between now and Easter,
Pastor Jen will work with the children during worship to further enhance the resurrection
gardens, and if all goes well, we’ll see new life growing and springing forth on Easter Sunday,
when children will be welcome to take the
completed gardens home!
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Brookings First United Methodist Church Values

Welcome: All are welcome in our church. “Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors” is
to be found on the entrance of our buildings. This welcome also insists that each
person who is welcomed should in turn be willing to show the same welcome to other
people.

Service: We are a community called to serve our community. For this reason, we have
a Community Life Center and employ a Director to drive outreach. We serve Harvest
Table, we give away diapers, and we participate in various mission and outreach
projects including Souperbowl of Caring, the Feeding Brookings Thanksgiving meal,
Sleep in Heavenly Peace, and Solar Ovens.

Teaching: We place a high value on teaching: we employ an Education Director, and
we run classes and courses. This church intentionally promotes thoughtful, reflective
Christian teaching.

Diversity: We are a church that embraces a variety of people, ranging in ages from
young children to the elderly in wheelchairs, from the academically educated to those
who have learned from the hard knocks of life, and people of all political and social
opinions. This is expressed in a variety of expressions of worship, in a range of
opportunities to offer service, and in our willingness to try anything that will
promote the love of Jesus.

Susan’s Saga

We are currently revising Genesis in Mixtec and checking chapters with a group in
the community, to make sure that phrases in Mixtec are understandable. It is a slow,
painstaking process, as sometimes it is hard to find a suitable rendering in Mixtec for
terms like "prince," "pillar," "city gate" or "brimstone."

We continue laboring on, as Genesis is foundational to the New Testament, and
ultimately to understanding the human situation.

After the first two chapters, which relate the unmarred template of God's plan when
the world was in a state of complete bliss, the narrative of human history takes a dark
turn into disobedience, opposition to, and rebellion against God, away from the light
of God's purpose for humankind. Some of the episodes are tragically sad, and yet even
so, the thread of redemption and restoration shines through. With Abraham, God
promises that "...in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." There is a long
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string of characters with names and places throughout Genesis, as a reminder that
these were real people. We are a part of that long human chain, stretching far back
into the dim recesses of chronological time.

Some of the narratives in Genesis are uncomfortable, even painful. They serve as a
stark reminder of the ugliness of the offenses against God's holy being. During this
Lenten season, it is appropriate to contemplate the reality of how we have offended
God individually and collectively throughout the ages. God's promise to Abraham is
ultimately fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ, and Easter Sunday is the glorious
celebration of triumph over sin and death.

Susanv Hugghing

Scripture quotation is from the New American Standard Bible, Genesis 12:3.

Susan Hugghins is a daughter of this church serving in full-time ministry as a Bible translator
among the Mixtec people of Oaxaca, Mexico. Susan’s sending agency, Wycliffe Bible
Translators, is a non-denominational organization; she raises her own funds to support this
ministry.

Finance

Greetings from the Finance Committee!

We welcomed Pastor Jen to our committee, and we appreciate her engagement with
our group. In fact, at her very first meeting, Jen challenged us to consider something
new.... a “narrative budget”. We complete a traditional budget annually and will
continue to do so, but a narrative budget is a creative way to convey how our budget
supports the four pillars of our mission statement: welcoming, service, teaching and
diversity. It would illustrate how our dollars are used to directly impact those
priorities. It also may appeal to folks who might feel overwhelmed by all the
numbers in our traditional budget.

We have formed a subcommittee, and they will begin exploring the formation of a
narrative budget as we move into the spring and summer months.

That’s all for now and THINK SPRING!!

Jeff Lee, FUMC Finance Committee Chair

#BeUMC







Pass It On
[Green 309)

1. It only takes a'spark
to get a fire going,

And soon all those around
can warm up to its glowing;
That's how it is with God's love,
Once you've experienced it:
You spread His love to ev'ryone
You want to pass it on.

Shine Jesus shine
Fill this land
With the Father's glory
Blaze Spirit blaze
Set our hearts on fire
Flow river flow
Flood the nations
With grace and mercy
Send forth Your word Lord
And let there be light
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Fducation
Thank you Education Volunteers!

The Education committee would like to thank the following people who worked so tirelessly
this past school by volunteering in an area of our education program: *2/3 year olds - Andrea
Glover, Sharon James *PreK/K - Danielle Bohn, April Flemming, Sara Schneider, Abby Hawks
*15t/2" grade - Brenda Buus, Jessica Huyck, Cassandra Peterson, Lance Howard *3™ grade -
Steve Eliason, Ope Niemeyer *4™/5t% grade - Addie Borah, Penny Eliason, Karen Alfson, Beth
Niemeyer *Middle School - Jim Honomichl, Maureen Logue *Wednesday School - Lily Samuel,
Mike Jensen *7th grade confirmation sponsors - Nicole Anderson, Adam Vaux, Laura Gerjets,
*7th grade leader - Patrick Mulloy *8* grade confirmation sponsors - Paul Schmidt, Lisa
Miller, Sherri Christianson, *senior high youth group - Tom and Kay Becker, Tonya Gaalswyk
*adult classes - Steve Eliason, Nancy Bohlen, Barb Meyer, Russ Daly.

Summer Church Camp - Register soon!

It is time to register for camp! The website to register is www.dakcamps.org. And remember
that there are camps for every age and interest!

The early bird deadline is April 30 - and that’s coming soon! However, you can sign up for
camp all summer long. So, if the deadline slips by, don’t despair, you can still sign up!

The church is offering a 75% scholarship for camps again this year. All you need to do to
receive this scholarship is to enter brookingscampers in the registration process. Further
scholarships are available locally and at the conference level. Please contact Gretchen
(education@brookingsmethodist.org ) for further assistance.

Join Us for Vacation Bible School: Camp Firelight — June 10-12!

Get ready for an exciting adventure at Camp Firelight—this year’s
Vacation Bible School, happening June 10-12! Kids will embark on a
faith-filled journey as they explore God’s love through Bible stories,
music, crafts, games, and more.

At Camp Firelight, children will experience the great outdoors in a fun,
engaging way, learning how to trust God in all things while making
new friends and unforgettable memories. Each evening will be packed
with exciting activities that bring faith to life in a camp-themed setting. VBS will be held in
the evenings from 5:00-8:00 beginning each evening with a

Mark your calendars and spread the word! We also welcome volunteers to help make this a
meaningful experience for all. For more information or to volunteer to help, contact Gretchen
at education@brookingsmethodist.org .

Come gather around the “campfire” and discover how God’s light guides our path! If you
would like to sign your child or grandchild, or whomever up for VBS, please follow this link:
t}slttpsz/ /bit.ly/VBSFIRELIGHT2025.
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Celebrate Our High School and SDSU Seniors — May 11 Worship Service

Join us in worship on Sunday, May 11, as we celebrate and bless our high school and SDSU
seniors! This special service will honor their accomplishments, recognize their faith journey,
and send them forth with our prayers and support as they step into the next chapter of their
lives.

Come be part of this meaningful time as we reflect on God’s guidance in their lives and
encourage them in their future endeavors. Let’s surround them with love and remind them
that their church family will always be here for them.

Join us as we recognize the following high school seniors: *Ayden Contreras *Tacey Freeman
* Ava Gaalswyk *Andrew Hahn *Cale Jones *Kes Jung *Braeden Moore *Riley Ness *Alexander
Storhaug * Ernest Ting

We also will be recognizing the SDSU graduates in our congregation! If you are a senior or
know of a senior whether it is with a BS, MS or PHD, please contact Gretchen at
education@brookingsmethodist.org. We love all our seniors and want to wish all of them
well!

We hope to see you there as we lift up our graduates in worship and celebration!

Camp With Us!

If you enjoy camping - come join us for a camping weekend with fellow ‘church friends’ on
August 1-3 at Oakwood State Park. Gretchen will be making reservations soon for 10 spots
and a couple of families have already told me to mark them down for a spot. So, if you are
interested let her know. You can email her at education@brookingsmethodist.org. or call
605-692-4345.

It is a weekend of fun, conversation, sharing of a couple of meals and getting to know one
another.

If you can’t camp, feel free to join us for Saturday evening or Sunday brunch for a potluck
meal.

Easter Egg Geocache Adventure — Palm Sunday, April 13!

Get ready for an exciting Geocache for Easter Eggs on Palm Sunday, April 13! This is a fun,
interactive way to celebrate Easter while exploring our community.

Here’s how it works:

Meet at the church at 3:00 p.m. to receive your coordinates.
Use the coordinates to find five locations around town.
At each site, you'll receive two eggs—one with a treat and the other with a piece of
the Easter story.
You'll have until 4:00 p.m. to visit all five locations.
No special equipment is needed, you can download a GPS app on your phone to participate!

This event is open to all ages, so bring your family and friends for an afternoon of adventure
and faith-filled fun.
We hope to see you there! 9
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Church Staff Connect with us!

Pastoral Staff
Jen Osterloh......rrvrennns pastorjen@brookingsmethodist.org Church Office Hours:

. . Mon-Fri: 8:30am-12:00 pm
Education Director

Gretchen Knutson............. education@brookingsmethodist.org .
- itv Life Center Direct Need prayer? Email
ommunity Life Center Director - -
Vonda Kf},kham ........... communitylife@brookingsmethodist.org pray er@brookmgs.rnethodlst..()r_q
and Pastor Jen will pray with
Office Manager oul
Lynelle Hagedorn.........couvrvrevnees office@brookingsmethodist.org you:
Financial Coordinator .
Linda Kay Hai ..occoveermcrerecrennes finance@brookingsmethodist.org n / FUMCBFOOkIHgS
Worship Tech/Media Director and Facility Manager .
Sam BeCKer ..ererirnrrsrssrersinnnns media@bro%kingsrr%ethodist.org lr.j) @brOOklngSfumC
Worship Coordinator First United
Maria Schlueter..........cccoecen... worship@brookingsmethodist.org Methodist Brookings
Tech Coordinator . i i
Paul Schmidt........coovvrverrrrrrerirnnns tech@brookingsmethodist.org @ brookingsmethodist.org
Music Coordinator
Bunny Christie......ccveereernrernecs music@brookingsmethodist.org
Choir Director, Organist The office will b.e closed
Shawn Stemsrud...........ccooccemnrree. music@brookingsmethodist.org  on Monday April 21st for
CamIpus Ministry Coordinator Easter Monday.
Alex JenseN....cccueeeneeeeneereenes campus@brookingsmethodist.org
Congregation Caring Coordinator
Joanie HolM.....verirrrssivsrsriisrisnsnsissssssnnennnn jnolm229@gmail.com
Organists: Manna Cook: Katie Knutson
Joan Riessen Choir Accompanist: Thomas Tvedt
MK Hugghins Accompanist: Mary McCullough

Give Online to Brookings First United Methodist Church!

Without your gifts, none of our community ministries would be possible. We have
easy ways to give online or scan the QR code for more information:

1) VANCO MOBILE APP: pownload the Vanco Mobile app

from the App Store or Google Play. Once installed, search
“Brookings”, select FUMC, and follow directions.

2) TEXT: send a text message to 605-250-0807 with the
dollar amount of the gift and follow directions.
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Radio Broadcast Sponsorships

Now is the time to sign up for a radio broadcast m

sponsorship in 2025. If you would like to sponsor a 1430 AM
broadcast at $60 in memory, honor, or celebration of a ~ MUSIC « NEWS « SPORTS « WEATHER
loved one or anniversary, you may:

- Visit brookingsmethodist.org and click on RADIO BROADCAST SPONSORS
- Contact the office at 605-692-4345
- Email office@brookingsmethodist.org

Winter Weekly Worship Schedule

Sundays: 9:00am Sunday School (Pre-K to Adult)

9:30am Radio Broadcast (on KBRK 1430AM)

10:00am Sunday Morning Worship (in-person and online)

11:15am First On Campus (upstairs above the church office)
Wednesdays: 5:00pm Cost-Free Manna in the Middle Meal

6:00pm Manna in the Middle Worship Service

7:00pm Confirmation, Bible Studies, Wednesday School

Watch Online at Any Time!
YouTube Live Facebook Live

11
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|Last Day of Sunday School

The last day of Sunday school for children - adults for this season will be Sunday, May
4,

INo Sunday School on Easter

As we approach the joyous occasion of Easter, we wanted to inform you that there will
fbe no Sunday school on Easter, April 20 for children, youth, or adults.

lease join us on Sunday, May 4 as we confirm our 8th grade class into our church
membership as they make a personal commitment to the Christian faith. Confirmation
is part of an ongoing, lifelong process of growing in grace. The larger picture is Chris-
ftian formation, being transformed - over time and through the work of God’s Spirit -
into the image of Christ. They will be confirmed: *Kuddyer Baugher *Haley Graybill
*Parker Graybill *Hunter Greve *Walker Hoffelt * Levi Liljegren *Dreyton Logue
*Kyson Peterson *Kendra Pikul

Fonﬁrmation

Gretchenw Kinutson, Education Director

Thank you for your prayers!

In advance of a last-minute trip to take my sister to Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN, I
shared with the church that my sister (Alicia) was recently diagnosed with terminal
fcancer. I (and our entire family) have appreciated your
prayers and check-ins more than words know how to ex-
press. [ am happy to report that our consult with Mayo
went as well as we could have hoped for. Following this
fconsult, we are working on a treatment plan that, if effec-
tive, could move life expectancy from the short time we
feared, to a hope of years yet to come. We still have many
questions and difficult roads ahead of us, but are grateful
for your support as we navigate this new reality. From the
bottom of my heart: thank you for your ongoing prayers
during this time!

Pastor Jevv
12




Harvest Table

Help Serve Our Community with Harvest Table!

In just January and February of 2025, The Harvest Table has distributed 8,640 diapers
to families in need and provided food and personal care items to 240 individuals in
our community.

We are looking for volunteer groups to serve meals this summer! Each group will:

§ Plan amenu

§ Purchase food (A $250 Thrivent grant is available!)

§ Prepare and serve the meal

§ Help with cleanup

Contact Vonda Kirkham, communitylife@brookingsmethodist.org or call 605-692-
4345 to schedule a date. Help us get the word out!

Vondao Kirkivawm, Community Life Center Director

Easter Sunday Potluck

Sunday, April 20th after the 10:00 service in the church basement. All are welcome!
Bring a dish to share. We’ll use real plates and run the dishwasher. Bring a game or
puzzle to share.

S T > v B
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Worship

We are going to be looking for help with greeters, ushers, and coffee servers during this East-
er Season. Please let me know if you are interested in serving during any of these services.

I am also looking for those who would like to help keep the sanctuary clean. I am getting a
group together who would have a task or two to do each month, whenever it works for you, to
clean an area to keep area clean.

Mowiov Schdueter, Worship Coordinator

Lenten Box Reminder

Bring your Lenten Boxes on Easter Sunday
Mission’s
March #onething
That supports training programs that train villagers
in self-sustaining practices in agriculture, health and
appropriate technology along with improving their
health, livelihood, economy and overall well-being!
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Good Food + Good Fellowship = Great Times!

Monday ,March 31st, the Harvest
Table was served by
Administration Council of FUMC!
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