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FROM THE PASTOR

It’s so easy to stay in my comfort zones and
usual rhythms, letting things - even things I love -
stay the same in my small, safe comfort zones.
Once I've found a way of doing things that works,
why bother changing it? Especially if I'm enjoying
the journey and process.

Of course, you know as well as I do that the

best adventures of our lives often happen when we |
move beyond comfort and take a risk. In my experience, that risk/leap of
faith always leaves me grateful for a new experiences, new community I
encounter along the way, and for lessons learned (whether it went well or
not).

In the fall of 2024, I got a call from Tanner Clark, the Camp Director

- at Storm Mountain Center (our UMC camp in Rapid City). Would I consider

I Deaning (leading) a camp next summer? Specifically, he wanted me to lead

|: | R ST U N |_|-E D a high school backpacking camp in the Big Horn Mountains wherein we
Sttt WO Uld pack up all of our gear and hike 20 miles while we set up camp

M ETH 0 D I ST wherever we found spots along the way, in total being “off the grid” for 3-
4 days.

[ wanted to say no to what felt like a huge risk for me, but instead I
B R O O K | N G S took a risk and agreed, with one requirement: I had to have a co-leader
AT THE who had been on this trail/done this trek before, so I could at least be sure
CORNER OF we wouldn’t get lost. Tanner agreed to that, found me a co-leader, and

signed me up to spend a week leading this camp.
c H “ R c H & That camp was a few weeks ago now, and leading up to it, [ wasn’t
c 0 M M “ N I'I'Y entirely sure what I was getting into. I did know that love hiking and
camping enough that the excitement was forefront over any nervous
AR (M ()[H] energy that may have been there. Then once we were on the trail, it felt
605-692-4345 like I was exactly where I needed to be: at one with God, surrounded by

faithful pilgrims as we saw God show up in the ever-flowing streams, the
crystal clear lakes, and in the green pastures and rainbow-colored
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wildflowers. God showed up in the strength we were provided when the climbs were steep, and in
the healing when muscles were sore or altitude tried to get us down. We saw God in the wildlife,
too: especially when we finally saw a wild moose with only about 1.5 miles until the end of our trek.

Leading camp in July was the risk I didn’t know I needed to help me reconnect with God and
nature in new and mysterious ways. It has renewed my spirit and encouraged me to say yes to
more, especially in those moments the Holy Spirit seems to be nudging us to do new things it
would be all too easy to say no to.

We aren’t all called to wander off into the wilderness to connect with God (though if you
might be - especially if you're a high school student - I'd love for you to come next year!), but we
are all called to fall deeper in love with God and connect in new ways. How might God be prompt-
ing you to take a leap, no matter how big or small, to experience the faithfulness of God in new
ways?

May God give you the courage to say yes to that prompting as you lean into faith in new
ways this day, week, and lifetime.

Look forward to this journey together,
Pastor Jerw Osterloh

605-692-4345

Invitation to a Fall Book Study

First United Methodist Church invites you to join a study of N. T. Wright’s Surprised by Scripture: Engaging
Contemporary Issues. The study will meet in the basement of FUMC on Sunday afternoons from 4:00 - 5:30
PM beginning October 5% and concluding November 16 Rev. Dr.
Larry Ort, a retired Episcopal priest and former philosophy profes-
sor, will lead our discussion.

N. T. Wright is the former Bishop of Durham in the Church of Eng-
land (2003-2010) and one of the world's leading New Testament :
scholars. He is now serving as the chair of New Testament and Early
Christianity at the School of Divinity at the University of St. An-
drews. He has been featured on ABC News, Dateline NBC, The Colbert
Report, and Fresh Air, and he has taught New Testament studies at

Cambridge, McGill, and Oxford universities.

Wright shows the relevance of scripture for such engaging issues as evolution, the science versus religion
debate, the ordination of women, ecology, the problem of evil, and political engagement. Wright invites us
to examine our own minds and beliefs, reveals the relevance of the gospel for our troubled times, and calls
us to radical hope.

Call the church office (605-692-4345) to register; we will order your free book. We hope you will join us.



Office Update by Deb Davis

The summer season is the time we see a lot of construction signs. Not just for road repair or new
buildings being built, but also in the office. We are finding new ways of utilizing the computer software
program, Church Windows, that we currently use. We are discovering how to enhance the technology of

Eo = .
Work

In
Progress

Church Windows to keep our congregation better informed.

The challenge is keeping mailing addresses and email

information up-to-date. The following two pieces of infor-

mation are mailed or emailed to you on a regular basis: the
FOCUS Newsletter and Giving Statements. Church Windows,
the software program used at FUMC, has the ability to cater

to the church members preferences as to how you want to

receive communication from FUMC.

This is where your assistance is needed.

If you are reading this article, it means you received
the August/September 2025 FOCUS. If you would like to change from the paper version to the electronic
version, please do the following:

Paper to Email send an email to: office @ brookingsmethodist.org and request to change from
the mailed FOCUS and/or Giving Statements to the electronic method.

If you received an email with the FOCUS newsletter attached or Giving Statement, (Giving State-
ments were sent a few weeks ago), please hit reply to your email and type “Keep Sending” AND “Use this
New Email, or another email address you would prefer the communication be sent to. If you want to
switch to paper, say “STOP sending via email and go to paper.” Make sure you include your current
mailing address.

If no response is received, we will presume that you prefer to receive the FOCUS newsletter or
Giving Statements in the manner you are currently receiving them. Your patience is appreciated as we
undertake this process. Your help in keeping our information up-to-date is much appreciated!

SAVE THE DATE

The FUMC annual turkey dinner is scheduled for Sunday, September 21 from 11:30 AM to

1:00 PM. We will again be domg a drive thru/ pick up meal in the CLC parking lot. The cost is
= = f == $15 for adults, $5 for children 5—12 years old,

and 4 years and under are free. Sign up sheets

for turkey donations, pie donations, cranberry
& salad donations and volunteering opportuni-
ties will be available in the coming weeks in
:? the narthex or look on line for sign-up genius.



# onething by Teresa Telkamp

August #onething: The missions committee would like to ask for your support of Grace Children’s Hospi-
tal in Haiti during August. The hospital was started fifty years ago with Methodist support as a children’s TB

hospital, since then it has added other services such as a mobile clinic that serves rural areas without any
other health care. Another excellent program is a vaccination program for tens of thousands of individuals.
Although many clinics and hospitals have closed during the current turmoil in Haiti, Grace has continued to
serve and provide hope.

September #onething: The missions committee is asking for donations of towels, washcloths and body
wash for the Bishop Dudley Hospitality House in Sioux Falls which serves homeless citizens of the region. It

has 100 beds, showers, lockers and meals at its main facility. At another location it has housing for serving
homeless families. The staff includes counselors and caseworkers for assistance with the problems that may
be keeping individuals homeless and it is emphasized that they take everyone.

Worship Coordinator Update by Maria Schlueter

I am looking for some people who would be willing to help out. We have areas in the welcome desk, greet-
ing, and ushering. I would love to add more names to the list. Please reach out to me in person or email me
at worship@brookingsmethodist.org.

The beautiful flowers in the sanctuary and at the welcome desks are from Sonja Anderson. If you have en-
joyed these beautiful arrangements please reach out and thank her for sharing them. You will see more
flowers through the seasons.

Slush Booth Update by Mission Committee

Thank you to everyone who helped create a successful Arts Festival
Slush Booth weekend! Volunteers contributed over 250 hours pick-
ing strawberries, making slush, setting up and taking down the
booth, and working at the booth during the festival. We could not
have done it without all of you! And thank you to those that
stopped by the booth and supported us by buying a cup (or more)

of slush. Based on sales figures, we sold approximately 1,267 cups

Of SIUSh. ThlS number was dOWl’l a llttle from last year. 777

After current expenses, we raised almost $5,800 this year from the Slush Booth. Funds raised will go to sup-
port mission projects at home and abroad.

We continued our use of biodegradable cups, spoons, and straws this year. There were several comments
from customers that appreciated our effort to help the environment.

We had a few buckets of slush and bottles of Sprite left over. If you are interested in purchasing a bucket of
slush for $20 (or 2 liter bottles of Sprint at 2/$5) contact Jim Honomichl or Teresa Telkamp for availability.

Thank you to Sanderson Gardens for donating the strawberries and to Hy-Vee in Brookings for their will-
ingness to freeze our slush.

Thank you again for your help and support!



Education by Gretchen Knutson

Join our Sunday School Team!
T TS

We are recruiting Sunday school helpers and teachers right now! If -I-
you haven’t been contacted and would like to know more about what a

it means to be a helper or teacher, please contact Gretchen. To give ¢

you a bit of an idea, it does NOT mean being there every Sunday. Eve- v\‘

ryone needs to be gone occasionally. You can set your own schedule

with your fellow helper/teacher.

We also welcome volunteers of all ages. It’s great for children to see that helping doesn’t have to stop when
you hit a certain age. Volunteering in the classroom also creates a wonderful, intergenerational learning
environment where both students and volunteers thrive.

Don't miss out on this rewarding opportunity to serve and grow with our community. Contact Gretchen to-
day to find out how you can get involved!

Inviting all 2-year-old to Sunday School!

If you have a 2-year-old (by August 31, 2025) we have a place for them in Sunday school! I have sent letters
to all the families that I know of that have a 2-year-old. However, if you didn’t receive a letter, please know
that your little one is welcome to attend Sunday school this fall. Sunday school will begin pm September 7 at
9:00-9:50.

If you would like to know more about Sunday school for your little one, please contact Gretchen. If you
don’t get a chance to do so, please know that they are welcome anytime!

Weekly Opportunities for Christian Fellowship and Growth

Sunday

Adult Study—East of Eden: Gensis for Adults. Led by Dr. Murphy, this study consists of deep readings and
reflections on Genesis asking literary, historical, theological, and other questions of some of the most recog-
nizable yet little known stories of the Bible. Participants, bring a Bible! This class will begin on Sunday, Sep-
tember 7, from 9:00—9:50 AM and they will meet in the conference room in the Education Center.

Monday
SOUL - Retired Group Meal

Would you like to meet, have a potluck meal and get to know other retired aged people in the church and
beyond as it is open to all? Then SOUL is a great opportunity to do just that! SOUL stands for Seniors of Un-
limited Love and they meet once a month on the last Monday in the church basement at noon. They have no
agenda other than to get to know each other and have fellowship.

Join them any month!



Weekly Opportunities for Christian Fellowship and Growth (cont.)
Open Door Retired Bible Study

If you are retirement age and would like an evening Bible study, there is a group of people who meet periodi-
cally on Monday evenings from 7:00-8:00 in the parlor which is in the church basement. They will begin
their year with the book by Adam Hamilton “The Message of Jesus”. If you think you would like to join this-
group, and would like more information, you may contact Gretchen for more information.

Wednesday

Friends in Faith

Friends in Faith is a Wednesday after school program for children in kindergarten - 5t grade. Throughout
the year, we will do a variety of things. We’ll grow in faith and get to know each other through play, les-
sons, sharing, and creating as part of God’s family.

Children may be dropped of at the church or ride the school bus to 5% St. Gym [
where they will be escorted across the street to the church.

This program will begin on Wednesday, September 10. It runs from 3:00-4:00. If
your child needs childcare from 4:00-5:00 we will provide supervised childcare af-
ter.

We also ask that parents provide a snack for the children.

Below are the links where you can sign up your child for this program!
Friends in Faith: https://bit.ly/FriendsinFaith

Childcare after Friends in Faith: https://bit.ly/ChildcareWednesday
Snacks for Friends in Faith: https://bit.ly/Wedsnacks

We look forward to embarking on this meaningful journey with our young members and their families. If
you have any questions or need further information, please don't hesitate to contact the education office.

Senior High Youth Group

The senior high youth group stayed in contact this summer with a couple of activities. In June they con-
quered an escape room in Madison and in July, they attended a Canaries baseball game!

The Youth Council is planning a variety of activities to strengthen our youth in their faith, while also plan-
ning some fun activities and service projects.

They will begin their fall schedule by meeting each Wednesday, September 10 at 7:00 p.m. All high school
kids - whether from our church or outside our church are welcome to attend!

Wednesday School

If Sunday does not work for your family to attend services and Sunday school, we offer another option for
children in kindergarten - 5% grade - Wednesday School! Or maybe you would just like your child to experi-
ence a mid-week Christian education class.

Wednesday School will be offered in the Education Center in room 213 beginning September 10 at 7:00-8:00.
Please follow this link to sign your child up: https://bit.ly/Wedschool



https://bit.ly/FriendsinFaith
https://bit.ly/ChildcareWednesday
https://bit.ly/Wedsnacks
https://bit.ly/Wedschool

Weekly Opportunities for Christian Fellowship and Growth (cont.)

Adult Manna Class

We will be offering a Wednesday evening adult Manna study from 7:00-8:00p.m. The theme of the study will
be coordinated with the Wednesday sermon. This year they will be starting with the study “ Bible Stories
for Grown Ups” by Josh Scott. This group will meet from 7:00-8:00 PM in the conference room of the Educa-
tion Center. Books will be available the first evening, which will be September 10th.

Friday
Men’s Breakfast

Every Friday morning, a group of men meet at Hy-Vee at 6:30AM for breakfast and fellowship. That’s it—
fellowship and breakfast! If you’d like to join them some Friday, feel free. They are out the door by 7:15AM.

Bible Milestone for Our 3rd Graders

We are excited to celebrate an important faith milestone with our 3rd grade studentsas ¥
they receive their Bibles during worship on Sunday, September 14 or Wednesday, Sep- |
tember 17. .
Receiving a Bible is a significant step in a child’s faith journey. This year, our 3rd graders
will begin learning how to use their Bibles and explore the different parts and stories
within it.

Let’s show our support and encouragement by attending the service and celebrating with s-
them as they take this meaningful step in growing in God’s Word!
Following is a list of our 3" graders this year:

Mae Fishback Jesse Hanson IV Nolan Holbeck
Bryston Hope Austin Smith Remmi Vlaminck

Sunday School Beginning on September 7

We are excited to announce that Sunday School will begin on Sunday, September 7, at 9:00 - 9:50am. This
Christian education program is available for children aged 2 years old through 8th grade.

Pre-registration is not required. However, if your child is new to our Sunday School, please feel free to con-
tact Gretchen. This way, we can add your child to our class list, and the teachers can be prepared to wel-
come them.

Our Three-Part Security System

To ensure the safety of our children and youth during Sunday School, we have implemented a three-part
security system:

1. Check-In Station: Each child/youth must check in at our station, where they will receive a nametag,. Par-
ents will receive a coordinating tag, which may be checked upon exiting the Education Center.

2. Locked Doors: The doors to the Education Center will be locked during Sunday School and will be un-
locked after dismissal.

3. Parent Pick-Up: Children and youth must be picked up by their parents in the Education Center. No child
is allowed to enter the Atrium without a parent. We conduct a visual check to ensure families are together.

We look forward to a wonderful start to the Sunday School year!



August / September 2025

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Communion: 8/20 8/21 8/22 8/23
8/21 10AM Edgewood Vista SAMTOPS @ |10 & 1030AM | 6:30AM Men'’s
8/21 1030AM Stoneybrook Suites FUMC Communion Breakfast @

9/4 10AM Peaceful Pines 1PM Public ryvee
10AM Healthy | Office Hours w/ | 10AM Healthy
9/15 10AM United Living Community Movements @ Pastor Jen @ Movements @
L

9/18 10AM Edgewood Vista cLc Kool Beans cLe
8/24 8/25 10AM 8/26 8/27 8/28 8/29 8/30
10AM Worship | C2/ Y MOVE oot Al-Anon | 8AMTOPS @ | 1PM Tie Quilters | 6:30AM Men’s
@ Pioneer Park ments @ CLC FUMC @ FUMC Breakfast @

12PM SOUL @ 1PM Public HyVee

FUMC 10AM Healthy | Office Hours w/ | 10AM Healthy

Movements @

Pastor Jen @

Movements @

Harvest Table CLC Kool Beans CLC
8/31 1 LABOR DAY 2 38 4 5 6
10AM Worship | Office Closed | 530PM Al-Anon | AM TOPS @ 10AM Comm | 5.30AM Men’s
cLC FUMC 1PM Public Breakfast @
10AM Healthy (P)ﬁ‘tce ']'°“rs w/ | HyVee
Movements @ Kas IOB'; en @ 10AM Healthy
CLC ool beans Movements @
CLC
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
10AM Healthy . . ,
9AM Sunday Movements @ cLc | 1:30PM PEO EFSCMCTOPS @ ézﬁM Pnbllc , gBOﬁ;VI tMen s
School 5PM Foundation | Group @ Parlor - tce Jours W H“i/a ast @
; 10AM Health astor Jen @ yVee
. Meeting y
10AM Worship Woreh 530PM Al-Anon | \viovements @ | Kool Beans 10AM Healthy
7PM i
@ Sanctuary Commitc;(r:e P CLC 5:30PM Missions | Movements @
Committee CLC
1115AM Trustees | 7PM Retired’s See Page 14 for
Bible Study Church Activities
14 15 10AM Healthy |16 17 18 19 20
Movements @ CLC
9AM Sunday 8AM TOPS @ 10 & 1030AM ) ,
School 10AM Comm 130PM CARE FUMC Communion 6:30AM Men’s
530PM Fi Group LOAM Pi ‘ Breakfast @
; inance iecemakers
10AM Worship Committon 230PM UWF 10AM Healthy e HyVee
. Board Meeting Movements @ 1PM Public Office 10AM Healthy
Meeting CLC Hours w/Pastor M
7PM Retired’s 530PM Al-Anon Jen @ Kool Beans ovements @
Bible Study See Page 14 for CLC
Church Activities | 6PM UMM Men
Harvest Table
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
9AM Sunday 10AM Healthy 530PM Al-Anon ?CM;’OPS @ 1PM Tie Quilters g:30ﬁ;vl ?/Ien S
School Movements @ 1PM Public reakfast @

10AM Worship

1130AM Turkey
Dinner

CLC

7PM Retired’s
Bible Study

Harvest Table

10AM Healthy
Movements @
CLC

See Page 14 for
Church Activities

Office Hours w/
Pastor Jen @
Kool Beans

HyVee

10AM Healthy
Movements @
CLC




September/October 2025

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
28 29 10AM Healthy |30 %Uﬁé\ﬂ TOPS@ | 3 4
M t CLC
9AM Sunday ovements @ CLC 1 o2 0pM Al-Anon | 10AM Healthé/) 10AM 6:30AM Men’s
Movements
School 12PM SOUL @ CLC Communion IIirevakfast @
) FUMC Bsmt 11AM PEO yvee
10AM Worship _ Group @ Bsmt 10AM Healthy
1115AM Admi 7PM Retired’s p M ts @
trative C m'r,ll' Bible Study CI_Cévemen s
istrative Counci
Harvest Table See Page 14 for
Church Activities
5 9AM Sunday |6 10AM Healthy |7 8 BAMTOPS @ |g 10 11
School Movements @ CLC FUMC
1030AM Commun- | 230PM Al-Anon | 10AM Healthy 1PM Public 6:30AM Men’s
' i Movements @ . Breakfast @
10AM Worship  |ion CLC Office Hours w/
Communion HyVee
545PM SPR Mtg 11AM PEO Pastor Jen @
1115AM Trus- | 7pM Worship Group @ Bsmt | kool Beans 10AM Healthy
tees Mitg Committee Mtg E/I%vements @
. feci L
4PM Bible Study | 7PM Retired’s See Page 14 for | >:30PM Missions
with Dr. Ort Bible Study Church Activities | committee
Harvest Table
12 9AM Sunday |13 14 15 16 10and 1030 |17 18
8AM TOPS @ .
School COLUMBUS DAY 11 30pMmpE0 | FUMC AM Communion | g.30AM Men’s
10AM Worship =4 Group @ Parlor | 10AM Healthy | 1pM Public Breakfast @
Movements @ Office H HyVee
1115AM Trus- 530PM Al-A CLC ce Hours w/
tees Mtg -Anon Pastor Jen @ 10AM Healthy

. o Movements @
4PM Bible Study See Page 14 for Kool Beans CLC
with Dr. Ort Harvest Table Church Activities | 6PM WM M
19 9AM Sunday |20 10AM Healthy |21 22 23 24 25
School Movements @ CLC 8AM TOPS @ . . . )

10 AM Piecemak- 130PM CARE FUMC 1PM Tie QUIIters gaoﬁ.::\/l twlén S
10AM Worshi reakfas
S Group Mtg 10AM Healthy | 1pM Public HyVee
10AM C i
ommunion 15 30pm UWF Movements @ Office Hours w/

. . 10AM Healthy
4PM Bible Study | 530PM Finance Board Mt cLe Pastor Jen @ Movements @
with Dr. Ort Committee Mtg 8 See Page 14 for CLC

Harvest Table 530PM Al-Anon | Church Activities Kool Beans
26 27 28 29 30 31 6:30AM
9AM Sunday 10AM Healthy  |530PM Al-Anon |8AM TOPS @ | 1PM Public Men'’s Breakfast
School Movements @ FUMC Office Hours w/ @ HyVee
10AM Worship CLc 10AM Healthy Pastor Jen @ 10AM Healthy
1115AM Admin- 12PM SOUL @ Movements @ Kool Beans Movements @
istrative Council | FUMC Bsmt CLc CLC
4PM Bible Study | Harvest Table See Page 14 for e
with Dr. Ort Church Activities T




United Women in Faith Announcement—july 2025

W \ : o ';" /4 Change is a part of living, and it is no different for our group of United Methodist
& : &}‘&020 ::4 ;ﬂ)’ Women—United Women in Faith here in our church. We have made the decision to
RN W) %49 7, not renew our affiliation with the district/conference, but continue our work locally
S\ o T2 , s . .
<vw{g\l®)fe/7 > inandaround Brookings. Because of dwindling membership and age of members, it
has become difficult to fully continue with obligations at the district and conference

level.

Our heritage is rich—over 150 years of making mission happen! It began with 8 wom-
en who started the Women'’s Foreign Missionary Society and has transitioned from there to the Women’s
Home Missionary Society, Ladies’ Aid Society, WSCS, UMW, UWF.

Soon after establishing and building the Methodist Church in Brookings (1880), a group of women began
the Ladies Aid Society, the Home Missionary Society, and the Foreign Missionary Society working to better
the lives of women, youth, and children. In 1940 these groups joined to form the Women’s Society of Chris-
tian Service (WSCS), and from then on, women gathered to work in Circles—Priscilla, Naomi, Ruth, Hannah,
Care, etc. By 1972 our name changed to United Methodist Women (UMW), and in 2022 we became the Unit-
ed Women in Faith. Always the purpose has remained the same: personal growth and support for and ser-
vice to others! We are truly thankful for our members’ participation in our activities and events over the
years.

The Funeral Committee, Care, Peacemakers, the Prayer Chain will still function fully. We women will help
out wherever and whenever needs be—as always! Our activities and dedication to Open Minds, Open
Hearts, Open Doors has not changed; we will continue our ministry of mission.

Music Ministry by Bunny Christi

Love to Make Music? Join the Choir or Bell Choir!

Do you love to sing in the car or tap along to the beat? Why not take that joy to the next level? Our Chancel
Choir and Bell Choir (Jubilee Ringers) are looking for new members—and we’d love for YOU to join us!

Whether you're a seasoned musician or just enjoy singing in the shower, there’s a place for you. No audi-
tions, just enthusiasm! In choir, you'll lift your voice in harmony and fellowship. In bell choir, you'll create
beautiful music with rhythm, teamwork, and a lot of fun.

Rehearsals are full of laughter, community, and the joy of making music together. It’s not just about
notes—it’s about belonging.

Come try it out—no pressure, just passion.

CHOIR Rehearsals: Wednesdays / 7pm / intended for people high-
school age and older

Bell Choir Rehearsals: Tuesdays / 6pm / intended for people high-  ~~N~NCT"——) 9.
school age and older T = '

Is there a place for kids? For sure!
Chimes or Youth Bell Choir Rehearsals: Wednesdays / 4pm / intended for kids starting grades 3rd—8th
Contact Bunny at music@brookingsmethodist.org

Let your heart sing (or ring)! 10



HARVEST TABLE by Vonda Kirkham

Q
9 ‘ ZE ' €
% + Harvest Table is a no-cost meal served by various serving groups

from the community every Monday Evening (except for major holi-
% o days) at 5:30 p.m. in the Community Life Center. The meal is open to
anyone in the community and there are no requirements to receive
% v a meal. The serving group is responsible for planning a menu, pur-
“ & chasing the food (there is a Thrivent grant available), preparing the

meal, serving the meal, and cleaning up.

Harvest Table also has a pantry with non-perishable foods, personal care items, and baby diapers.
Please contact Vonda is you have any questions about Harvest Table or you would like to schedule a
date to serve a meal.

Thank you for your support of Harvest Table.

UMCOR by Charlie Schmabel

The Miracle Offering taken for UMCOR (the United Methodist Committee on Relief) totaled
$56,505.03 from the Dakotas Conference. The check that was taken to the annual conference from
Brookings First United Methodist Church was for $5,110.00. Both of those numbers are significant!

In addition to this, almost 2,000 pounds of items were donated to Midwest Missions at the Annual
Conference!

Susan's Saga by Susan Hugghins

Celebration! Together with colleagues, mile-
stones were recognized for years of service in the
Mexico Branch, the organization with which we
serve the indigenous groups of Mexico. Inga
McKendry, my co-worker, and I were given cer-
tificates for 40 years of service in Mexico. Faith-
ful Mixtec co-translator, Mirsa, got a certificate
for 39 years.

A.‘,nﬁf' & j "J E: -

Thank you for sticking with us in the long pro- :
Pictured left to right: Inga McKendry, Susan Hugghins,

cess of making God's Word available to an ethnic

. ) Mirsa Sanchez Lopez
group in southern Mexico.

Susan Hugghins is a daughter of this church serving in full-time ministry as a Bible translator among the Mixtec people of Oaxaca, Mexico. Susan’s sending
agency, Wycliffe Bible Translators, is a non-denominational organization; she raises her own funds to support this ministry.

11
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. 05/25/2025—0nida Bee Brovold

Parents: Sam Brovold and Carmen Niemeyer

06/01/2025—Peter Michael Olsem

Parents: Eric and Holly Olsem

July 26, 2025—Kalyn Cameron and Owen Snethen

CONFIRMATION CLASS OF 2025

| |
W | |
|1 {0 ![fl

Pictured: Front (I to r): Pastor Jen Osterloh, Kendra Pikul, Hailey Graybill, Hunter Greve, Parker Graybill; Back (I
to r): Sherri Christianson, Levi Liljegren, Dreyton Logue, Walker Hoffelt, Kuddyer Baugher, Paul Schmidt, Kyson

Peterson, Lisa Miller.

12



Hunter Greve

Ny

Walker Hoffelt Levi Liljegren Dreyton Logue

Kyson Peterson Kendra Pikul

May the Holy Spirit fill your heart with grace, wisdom, and strength as you take this important step in your faith journey. May you
always feel Christ’s presence beside you and be guided by His light in all you do. 13



Education Activities begin on Wednesday, September 10th
4:00 pm  Friends in Faith

5:00 pm  Friends in Faith Childcare

7:00 pm 6th/7th Grade Wednesday Class
7:00 pm 7th and 8th Grade Confirmation
7:00 pm  Adult Manna Study

7:00 pm Senior High Youth Group

7:00 pm  Wednesday School—Kindergarten thru 5th
Grade

Short Course in Spiritual Renewal by steve Eliason

There is a great opportunity at Lake Poinsett Church Camp for spiritual renewal intended to strengthen
the local church through the development of Christian disciples and leaders. This is a 72-hour short course
in Christianity, comprised of 15 talks by laypersons and clergy on the themes of God’s grace, disciplines of
Christian discipleship and what it means to be the church. The Men’s weekend is September 4th through
7th and the women’s weekend is September 18th through 21st. If you are interested, talk to Steve Eliason,
605-691-3280, or Nancy Bohlen, 605-691-3363.

Fall/Winter Weekly Worship Schedule begins September 7th

Sundays: 9:00am Sunday School (Pre-K to Adult)

9:30am Radio Broadcast (on KBRK 1430AM)

10:00am Sunday Morning Worship (in-person and online)
Wednesdays: 5:00pm Cost-Free Manna in the Middle Meal (begins Sept.10)

6:00pm Manna in the Middle Worship Service

7:00pm Confirmation, Bible Studies, Wednesday School, Manna Study

Watch Online at Any Time!

YouTube Live Facebook Live

14



Church Staff

Pastoral Staff

Jen Osterloh.......ocevvrerenrenes pastorjen@brookingsmethodist.org
Education Director

Gretchen Knutsor.............. education@brookingsmethodist.org

Community Life Center Director

Vonda Kirkham........... communitylife@brookingsmethodist.org
Office Coordinator

DeD DaViS..o.vrrinrinrierissrsssisinnens office@brookingsmethodist.org

Worship Tech/Media Director and Facility Manager
Sam BecKer......overeirnrirvisnrinrianns media@brookingsmethodist.org
Worship Coordinator

Maria Schlueter..........coecuunene. worship@brookingsmethodist.org
Tech Coordinator

Paul Schmidt.......coocvervrererriorerrnnncs tech@brookingsmethodist.org
Music Coordinator

Bunny Christi€.......ooervrrrerrerrrens music@brookingsmethodist.org

Choir Director, Organist
Shawn Stemsrud..........cvveevvvnnne. music%

Campus Ministry Coordinator

Organists:  Joan Riessen
MK Hugghins

Manna Cook: Katie Knutson
Choir Accompanist: Thomas Tvedt

Accompanist: Mary McCullough

Need prayer? Email:

prayer@brookingsmethodist.org
and Pastor Jen will pray with you!

brookingsmethodist.org

Connect with us!
Church Office Hours:

Monday-Thursday:
8:30am-12:00 pm
and

1:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m.

Closed on Fridays

« Hoppy «
I;ABOB
Dy

The office will be closed on
Monday, September 1, for
Labor Day.

rr:J) @brookingsfumc
n /FUMCBrookings

brookingsmethodist.org

° First United Methodist Brookings

Give Online to Brookings First United Methodist Church!

Without your gifts, none of our community ministries would be possible. We have
easy ways to give online or scan the QR code for more information:

VANCO MOBILE APP: pownload the Vanco Mobile app from the App Store or
Google Play. Once installed, search “Brookings”, select FUMC, and follow directions.



mailto:music@brookingsmethodist.org
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Mailing Label

Harvest Table

Mission: To provide to anyone in the community a no cost meal, love and fellowship.
Servers for the month of August and September
August 4th—Brookings County Drug & DUI Court
August 11th—United Church of Christ
August 18th—Preston Christian Church
August 25th—Pioneer Lutheran Church
September 1st—No Meal Served due to Labor Day Holiday
September 8th—First Reformed Church, Volga
September 15th—Brookings Health System
September 22nd—First United Methodist Church Outreach
September 29th—Brookings Rotary

If you are involved with a community group that would be interested in serving, please
reach out by calling 605.692.4345 and ask for Vonda to learn more about this community

program. .



