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FROM THE PASTOR

Foundations

According to the grace of God given to
me, like a skilled master builder I laid
a foundation, and someone else is
building upon it. Let each one take
care how he builds upon it. (St Paul fl
in 1 Corinthians 3:10) L\
Saint Paul led the mission of the |
Christian Church into the non-Jewish world. He is
remembered as a great church-planter, and
theologian. But there is something even more
significant about his ministry: Paul was willing to

H RST U N |TED make space for others to build on the foundation that
e N1¢ had laid. And for this reason, he was able to

M ETH 0 D I ST celebrate the gifts brought by each church leader to
s the church of Jesus.
BROOKINGS

AT THE This is the story of Brookings FUMC. This year we

CORNER OF celebrate 120 years of worshiping God in our

CH “ Rc H Ml sanctuary. This is a history of amazing pastors, and

co M M u N “'Y faithful Godly leaders. Each generation has brought
special men and women into the leadership of this

church. But no one leader is indispensable. All leaders

serve in response to the call of God, and there comes a
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moment when they step aside for new leadership. I have come to that
point - I have been blessed to be your pastor since 2020. And now it is
time to plan for the next pastor. The next few months will be used to
ensure that a solid foundation is laid for Pastor Jen Tyler, who begins
January 1, 2025. I shall ensure that our church committees are secure in
the vision of our church, and that the members are eager to discover the
next chapter that God has in store for us.

Jenny and I are privileged to live and work alongside y’all. Let us get to
work in consolidating our foundations and ensuring a smooth transition
to a new pastor.

May God bless us all

Pastor Pete

Mark Your Calendars!

WORSHIP IN THE PARK

~ SUNDAY, AUGUST 25TH |
10:00AM IN PIONEER PARK

BACKPACK BLESSING AND .

\WELCOME TO SPSU STUDENTS'



ool GRACE CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL
Missions (GCH) AND OUTPATIENT CLINIC
Country: Haiti
The primary goal of Grace Children's Hospital in  Advance #418520

= 5
-. '

Port au Prince Haiti is :

To provide hospital and out-patient care for chil-
dren and families with tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS,
and respiratory infections and follow up with
clinical healthcare for patients discharged from
Grace Children’s Hospital and their families.
Long-term, the project hopes to expand its reach
to more families and to educate the community
about healthcare and nutrition.

Please give to the August #onething,

Thank Youl!
Lor nav_Jost, Missions Committee

Congratulations to Charlie Schnabel!
BATA’s Employee of the Month
Charlie also handles the scheduling of drivers

for Sunday mornings and is a driver himself.
Great Job Charlie!
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Education

Join Our Sunday School Team!

We are actively recruiting teachers and helpers for our Sunday School program. If you
have not yet been contacted and are interested in learning more about what it means
to assist or teach in Sunday School, we would love to hear from you. Please reach out
to Gretchen for more information.

We welcome volunteers of all ages—seniors included! Your experience and wisdom
can be a tremendous blessing to our students. By joining our Sunday School team, you
have the opportunity to make a meaningful impact on young lives while enriching
your own. Volunteering in the classroom creates a wonderful, intergenerational
learning environment where both students and volunteers thrive.

Don't miss out on this rewarding opportunity to serve and grow with our community.
Contact Gretchen today to find out how you can get involved!

Weekly Study and Fellowship Opportunities
Sunday:

Sunday School begins September 8!
We are excited to announce that Sunday School will begin on Sunday, September 8, at
9:00am. This program is available for children aged 2 years old through 8th grade.

Pre-registration is not required. However, if your child is new to our Sunday School,
please feel free to contact me. This way, we can add your child to our class list, and

the teachers can be prepared to welcome them.

Our Three-Part Security System

To ensure the safety of our children and youth during Sunday School, we have
implemented a three-part security system:

1. Check-In Station: Each child/youth must check in at our station, where they will
receive a nametag. Parents will receive a coordinating tag, which may be checked
upon exiting the Education Center.
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2. Locked Doors: The doors to the Education Center will be locked during Sunday
School and will be unlocked after dismissal.

3. Parent Pick-Up: Children and youth must be picked up by their parents in the
Education Center. No child is allowed to enter the Atrium without a parent. We
conduct a visual check to ensure families are together.

We look forward to a wonderful start to the Sunday School year!

2 Year Olds - Welcome to Sunday School!

If your child turned two by August 31, they are now ready to join our Sunday school!
This is a wonderful opportunity for your little one to start a journey of learning and
growth in a fun and nurturing environment.

If you haven’t received a welcome letter yet, please reach out to Gretchen. She will
be happy to help you get oriented and answer any questions you might have.

But don’t worry if you don't get a chance to contact us beforehand—just bring your
child to Sunday school on September 8 at 9:00 AM. We can’t
wait to see you there!

Sunday Afternoon Adult Study

Genesis with Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks

First United Methodist Church, 625 5t Street, invites you to join
a community wide book study group of Rabbi Lord Jonathan
Sack’s Not in God’s Name: Confronting Religious Violence. Come
explore the implications of the book of Genesis as set forth by a Jewish Rabbi! The
study will take place on Sunday afternoons in the dining room of the church
basement from September 8% - October 27 from 4:00 - 5:30. The Reverends Larry
Ort and Pete Grassow will lead the discussion.

Rabbi Sacks argues that ‘when religion becomes a zero-sum conceit - that is, my
religion is the only right path to God, therefore your religion is definitely wrong -
and individuals are motivated by altruistic evil, violence between peoples of different
beliefs appears to be the only natural outcome. ...Rabbi Sacks shows that religiously
inspired violence has as its source misreadings of biblical texts found primarily in




Genesis. These stories are foundational to all three Abrahamic faiths - Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam. By looking anew at the book of Genesis, with its foundational
stories of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, Rabbi Sacks offers a radical rereading of
many of the Bible’s seminal stories of sibling rivalry: Cain and Abel, Isaac and
Ishmael, Jacob and Esau, Joseph and his brothers, Rachel and Leah.

Monday:

Open Door Retired Group

The Open Door Retired Group will be starting a new study on Monday, September 9.
They meet weekly in the parlor which is in the church basement from 7:00-8:00pm.
They will begin with the book ‘Called” by Susan Robb. If you would like to join this
group, please call the church office.

SOUL - (Seniors of Unlimited Love)

SOUL is a group of retired people who meet once a month on the last Monday of the
month for a noon potluck. They enjoy each other’s fellowship and food! They have
no agenda other than to catch up with each other and enjoy a time of fellowship.
They met during the summer also, and the next time they meet will be Monday,
August 26, Plates and tableware are provided. If you are interested in joining, just
show up any last Monday!

Tuesday:

Woman’s Bible Study Group

If you would like to join a bible study group during the day, we have just the thing!
Barb Meyer will be leading a group of women through a study called “Called” by
Susan Robb. They will meet in the church basement parlor on Tuesday mornings at
10:00. You may either call the church office or show up on Tuesday, September 10!

Wednesday:

Exciting New Wednesday After School Program Starting September 11!
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Friends in Faith!

We are thrilled to announce the launch of a Wednesday After School program,
beginning on September 11! This program is designed for children in kindergarten
through 5th grade and will offer a variety of enriching activities.

Program Details:

Start Time: 3:00 PM

Location: Children can be dropped off at the Community Life Center or ride the bus to
the 5th Street Gym. From there, children who ride the bus will be safely escorted
across the street to the Community Life Center.

Activities: Our program will include engaging Christian lessons presented in different
formats, along with singing, and fellowship opportunities. Here is a link to sign your
child up for this new program: https://bit.ly/FriendsinFaith

We look forward to welcoming your children to this exciting new program and
providing a safe, nurturing environment for their growth and enjoyment.

Snacks

We will also offer a snack to children who attend Friends in Faith on Wednesday
afternoons. In order to do this, we are asking that parents sign up to bring snacks and
a drink for 30. Please follow this link to sign up to bring snacks and drink. Directions
are on the sign up genius site. https://bit.ly/Wedsnacks Due to allergy sensitivities,
please do not include anything with peanuts. We will have gluten free snacks for
those needing a gluten free option.

Thanks so much!

Childcare for after Friends in Faith

Childcare: From 4:00-5:00 PM, childcare will be provided on the second floor of the
Education Center. Here is the sign up for children needing this service.
https://bit.ly/ChildcareWednesday

Pick-Up: We prefer children to be picked up by 5:00 PM. For parents unable to arrive
by 5:00 PM, children will be escorted to the Community Life Center where they can be

7
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picked up.

Confirmation Program for 7th and 8th Graders Begins This September!

We are excited to announce the start of our Confirmation program for 7th and 8th
graders! The journey begins on Wednesday, September 11th with an informational
meeting for parents and students at 7:00 PM in the Community Life Center. This
meeting will provide an overview of the program, expectations, and answer any
questions you may have.

Starting September 18th, confirmation students will meet weekly on Wednesdays
from 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM. These sessions will offer an opportunity for students to
explore their faith, ask questions, and prepare for their Confirmation in a supportive
and engaging environment.

If you are relatively new to our church and have a 7%/8t% grader which you would like
to join confirmation, please contact Gretchen.

We look forward to embarking on this meaningful journey with our young members
and their families. If you have any questions or need further information, please don't
hesitate to contact the education office.

Senior High Youth Group News

This past summer, our Senior High Youth Group (9th-12th grade) had a blast! We
kicked things off with a fun-filled outing to a Canaries baseball game and ended it
with a pool party. It was a great way to bond and make lasting memories before the
school year started.

Starting September 11th, we will begin our weekly meetings every Wednesday from
7:00-8:00 PM. Our youth council has been hard at work planning an exciting mix of
activities that will not only be loads of fun but will also offer opportunities for
spiritual growth and service.

. 8
1
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If you have any questions about the Senior High Youth Group, please reach out to
Gretchen. We look forward to seeing you there!

Wednesday School

Does your family make Wednesday their day of worship? Would you like your
kindergarten- 5% grader to receive some Chrisian education on Wednesday’s? Or
would your child like a mid-week Christian experience? Then Wednesday School is
just the thing you need!

Starting Wednesday, September 11 at 7:00PM, we will offer a Christian education class
for children in the kindgergarten-5% grade in room 213 in the Education Center.
Please follow this link to register your child:

https://bit.ly/Wedschool

Adult Manna Study

We will be offering a Wednesday evening adult Manna study from 7:00-8:00pm. The
theme of the study will be coordinated with the Wednesday sermon. This group will
meet from 7:00-8:00 in the conference room of the Education Center. Books will be
available the first evening, which will be September 11,

Friday:

Men'’s Breakfast

Every Friday morning, a group of men meet at Hy-Vee at 6:30am for breakfast and
fellowship. That’s it - fellowship and breakfast! If you’d like to join them some
Friday, feel free. They are out the door by 7:15am.

3" Grade Bible Sunday

We are delighted to announce that our third graders will be receiving their Bibles on
Sunday, September 15th or Wednesday, September 18th during the service. This
milestone marks the beginning of a new chapter in their spiritual journey as they
start to explore and learn from the Holy Scriptures on a weekly basis.

Receiving a Bible is a significant event in the lives of these young children. It
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symbolizes their growing connection to their faith and the church community. We
believe that by engaging with their Bibles regularly, they will develop a deeper
understanding of God's word and its application in their daily lives.

The following children will be receiving their Bibles:
Blake Gerjets
Kenlee Greve
Dylan Hawks
Makenna Huyck
Kolby Kirkham
Emmalyn Knutson
Kadyn Liljegren
Kynlee Liljegren
Alaia Overby
Kinlee Peterson
Aiden Schneider
Emma Zmuda

We invite all families and members of the congregation to join us in celebrating this
important occasion. Let's support our young ones as they embark on this spiritual
journey and keep them in our prayers as they learn and grow in their faith.

A Heartfelt Thank You for 30 Years of Memories

I am deeply honored and humbled to have been
recognized by our SPR committee and our beloved
church for my 30 years of service. This milestone is not
just a reflection of my commitment but a testament to
the unwavering support, love, and encouragement that
I have received from each of you over the years.

To the committee, thank you for organizing such a
memorable celebration. I am grateful for your
thoughtful gestures and the effort you put into
acknowledging my journey with the church.

10



To my church family, your kind words, warm smiles, and heartfelt messages have
touched me profoundly. This community has been my second home, a place where I
have found solace, strength, and inspiration. Your faith in me and our shared mission
has been the driving force behind my dedication.

Reflecting on the past 30 years, I am filled with gratitude for the countless memories,
and the spiritual growth we have experienced as a community. It has been an
incredible journey, and I am privileged to have walked this path with such
remarkable individuals.

As we move forward, I am excited about the future and the opportunities it holds for
our church. Together, we will continue to build a vibrant community, grounded in
faith and love.

Thank you once again for this honor and for the unwavering support you have shown
me throughout the years. I am truly blessed to be part of such a wonderful church
family.

With heartfelt appreciation,

Gretchenw Knutsovw

Music Ministry Fall 2024 Top 10

10. Have you noticed how Rock n’ Roll the Worship Team looks recently?! That’s
because they are using in-ear monitors just like rockstars!

9. The cost for in-ear monitors has decreased from when they were first on the
market. They were necessary to replace some broken equipment.

8. With growing needs for music purchasing options, the Worship Team has been
trialing a music app. Stay tuned for more awesome music featuring this new tool!
7. Starting in September, many musical groups will rehearse regularly and provide
musical offerings during worship services.

6. Worship services are Sundays and Wednesdays. Wednesday worship typically
begins once school is in session.

11



5. The Adult Bell Choir, The Jubilee Ringers, would love to have anyone interested
contact music@brookingsmethodist.org. Jubilee Ringers are for ages 14(ish) and
beyond.

4. The Chiming Children and Youth Bell Choir, intended for grades 3 - 12th, meet
regularly once school is in session. No previous bell/chime experience is

necessary. Contact music@brookingsmethodist.org for more information!

3. Do you know SDSU students who may be interested in singing with the adult
Chancel Choir?! Scholarships may be available to them! Contact
music@brookingsmethodist.org for more information. They will be put in touch with
the Director, Shawn Stemsrud.

2. The adult Chancel Choir, intended for ages 14(ish) and older, meets regularly once
school is in session. Carrying a tune in a bucket is not a requirement but a positive
attitude is a must!

1. “I play the notes as they are written, but it is God who makes the music.” —J.S. Bach

B wwvwy C]’l/i/‘l:/étl//?/, BFUMC Music Coordinator

music@brookingsmethodist.org.

Meals on Wheels

April and July Meals on Wheels Completed:
Each year FUMC commits to 8 weeks of delivery for Me
the Brookings Meals on Wheels program. That is v
an estimate of 400 meals delivered each year. Hats
off to the individuals that delivered in April and m
July. What a glorious way to show “Gods Love” in ee S
our Community: FIRST UNITED

, , Mnuomsr H
A gracious thank you to the following who ¢ BROOKINGS BB cnomw
delivered in April: Linda Kay Hai & Gena Hult, Gary

& Avis Norton (x2), Colene & Wayne Reiser, Keith & Betty Allison, Bob & Lynette
Smith, Joanie Holm, Larry & Barb Hult, and Rick & Brenda Hieb.

12
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The following are those that delivered this July: Pastor Pete & Jenny Grassow, Sam &

Kay Becker, Keith & Betty Allison, Bob & Lynette Smith, Perry & Barb Johnson, Gary &
Avis Norton, Larry & Barb Hult, and substitutes Colene & Wayne Reiser. Welcome to
Kim and Roger Rhody who are new volunteers to this enclave.

The next scheduled deliveries will be October 21-November 1. If you are interested in
being apart of this very special group, please contact me at perbar3@mac.com.

Perry Johwmson

FUMC Meals on Wheel Coordinator

Congratulations
Jen Gyler
(our new paster 2025 )

Jen Jylen and Fnis Osteloh
Were mariied Uugust 3ud. Oux
tlessings and best wishes are
extended te. them!

Harvest Table

Harvest Table serves a no-cost meal each Monday evening (except major holidays) at
5:30pm. There are no requirements to receive a meal. We also have pantry items and
baby diapers and wipes available on Monday evening and throughout the week. The
open dates for a serving group, which would be any group from the community, to

13
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serve a meal for Harvest Table for the rest of 2024 are September 16, October 21, 28,
November 11, and December 16.

If you have any questions, please contact Vonda Kirkham at 605-692-4345 or
brookingsharvesttable@gmail.com.
Thank you!

Vondow Kivkivaumn, Harvest Table director

Preaching Series ADAM HAMILTON

A o 3 o o e e k. e e e Ty

We begin a new preaching series on September 11th. It is drawn from H A I_ F
abook by Adam Hamilton called “Half Truths: God helps those who help

themselves - and other things the Bible doesn’t say”. Books are available T R U T H s
from Gretchen for those who would like to read the material. outis T ot B

Meet Alex!

starting on

Aug 15th as our new Campus Ministry Coordinator!
He is originally from Beresford and will be a ’ CAMPUS
sophomore this fall at SDSU. 4

We are very excited to announce Alex Jensen will be S T

‘rookings Methodist Ministry
Be sure and greet Alex and introduce yourself when
you see him! EI A0
;."'"':'I

Welcome Alex!

14



Shawn Stemsrud

Shawn was honored by the South Dakota Chapter of the
American Choral Director’s Association with the 2024
Overature Award, recognizing outstanding excellence in the
tirst 5 years of teaching choral music in South Dakota.

Shawn wears many hats at Brookings FUMC in our music
program. He is the Diorector of Choirs, Organist and the
Worship Pianist!!

Congratulations to Shawn on a well deserved honor!

September #0nething

80 for 80

In honor of mission committee member Gary Norton celebrating his 80th birthday
this month, missions is collecting socks to be distributed through NAHA. Let’s see
how far above 80 pairs of socks we can get! If you would rather do a cash donation,
please indicate on your payment: September #onething.

Happy Birthday Gary!
The Native r American Heritage Association based out of Rapid City is committed to
providing basic life necessities to Native American families in South Dakota. If you

would like more information on NAHA please follow this link:
https://www.naha-inc.org/

Teresav Tdkmmp, Missions Committee
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Congregational Care

Dear Congregation,

Some people worry about the safety of vaccines. Thankfully the experts, who have
years of education, teach us otherwise. Please see the following 10 reasons for
children and adults to receive preventative vaccines.

Joounie Holmy, RN Congregational Care Coordinator

10 Reasons to Get Vaccinated

Reason #1 Vaccine-preventable diseases have not gone away

Reason #2 Vaccines help keep you healthy

Reason #3 Vaccines are as important to your overall health as diet and exercise
Reason #4 Vaccination can mean the difference between life and death

Reason #5 Vaccines are safe

Reason #6 Vaccines can’t give you the diseases they are designed to prevent
Reason #7 Young and healthy people can get very sick, too

Reason #8 Vaccine-preventable diseases are expensive

Reison #9 When you get sick, your children, grandchildren, and parents may be at
risk, too

Reason #10 Everyone deserves the chance to stay healthy

**National Foundation for Infectious Diseases
www.nfid.org/immunization = #GetVaccinated

16



Go have some fun and fellowship!

MONDAY TRIOS
LEAGUE

B OW.LING}

Intro meeting on Mon, Sept 9th
at 6:00pm at The Lanes

League play will start
Mon, Sept 16th at 6:00pm

Format: 3-personteams/3games per
week / cost $17 per week / open to all
men and women over the age of 16 /
non-sanctioned league

v AP 0 RN e
Please contact Pastor Joe Ganahl
at Abundant Life if you have any
questions: 605-695-9444 or
joe@albrookings.org




Church Staff

Pastoral Staff
Pete GrassOW....wurererenneens. pastorpete@brookingsmethodist.org

Education Director
Gretchen Knutson.............. education@brookingsmethodist.org

Community Life Center Director
Vonda Kirkham........... communitylife@brookingsmethodist.org

Office Manager
Lynelle Hagedorn...........ccvvuunen. office@brookingsmethodist.org

Financial Coordinator
Linda Kay Hai .....cooovverernrererinnens finance@brookingsmethodist.org

Worship Tech/Media Director and Facility Manager
Sam BecKer.....vnrnsivnrervisnsinsinns media@brookingsmethodist.org

Tech Coordinator

Paul Schmidt.......ceeeereerenverenecnnnn. tech@brookingsmethodist.org
Wednesday Activities Coordinator

Sammi Carney................ wedactivities@brookingsmethodist.org
Music Coordinator

Bunny Christie......ccoveerrevrrernecs music@brookingsmethodist.org
Choir Director, Organist, Worship Team Accompanist

Shawn Stemsrud..........ccverrrvnen. music@brookingsmethodist.org
Campus Ministry Coordinator

AlEX JENSEN.cvrriuririrerrrrrrrsrransranrinns campus@brookingsministry.org
Congregation Caring Coordinator

Joanie HolM...vuvveriverivrenrirssisniisninsisssnssnnnnnnjiolm229@gmail.com
Organists: Manna Cook: Katie Knutson

Joan Riessen Choir Accompanist: Thomas Tvedt

MK Hugghins

“Brookings”, select FUMC, and follow directions.

dollar amount of the gift and follow directions.
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2) TEXT: send a text message to 605-250-0807 with the

Connect with us!

Church Office Hours:
Mon-Fri: 8:30am-12:00 pm

Need prayer? Email
prayer@brookingsmethodist.org
and Pastor Pete will pray with
you!

n /FUMCBrookings
fr'-)) @brookingsfumc

First United
Methodist Brookings

brookingsmethodist.org

Church Office Hours

Please note that the church
office will be closed on the
following days:

e Labor Day September 2

Give Online to Brookings First United Methodist Church!

Without your gifts, none of our community ministries would be possible. We have
easy ways to give online or scan the QR code for more information:

1) VANCO MOBILE APP: Download the Vanco Mobile app
from the App Store or Google Play. Once installed, search
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Radio Broadcast Sponsorships

Now is the time to sign up for a radio broadcast

sponsorship in 2024. If you would like to sponsor a KBRK 1430 AM
broadcast at $60 in memory, honor, or celebration of a ~ MUSIC « NEWS « SPORTS « WEATHER

loved one or anniversary, you may:

- Visit brookingsmethodist.org and click on RADIO BROADCAST SPONSORS
- Contact the office at 605-692-4345
- Email office@brookingsmethodist.org

Or on SignUp Genius: https://bit.ly/320bUkh

Fall/Winter Weekly Worship Schedule begins September 8th

Sundays: 9:00am Sunday School (Pre-K to Adult)
9:30am Radio Broadcast (on KBRK 1430AM)
10:00am Sunday Morning Worship (in-person and online)
Wednesdays: 5:00pm Cost-Free Manna in the Middle Meal (begins Sept.11)
6:00pm Manna in the Middle Worship Service
7:00pm Confirmation, Bible Studies, First on Campus,

Wednesday School, Manna Study

Watch Online at Any Time!

YouTube Live Facebook Live
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