
 

 

FOCUS 
N E W S L E T T E R  

        December 2024 
FROM THE PASTOR 
A bitter-sweet Christmas 
There is a time for everything, 
    and a season for every activity under 
the heavens:  
a time to weep and a time to laugh, 
    a time to mourn and a time to dance. 
(Ecclesiastes 3) 

 
Christmas is not always easy. It is 
both a time of joy at the prospect of family gatherings and 
food and gifts, and it is a time of sadness as we note the 
loss of people we have loved.  
This is certainly this years’ experience for my wife Jenny 
and me. The bitter of this moment is taking leave of you. 
We have been welcomed and loved and nurtured by all of 
you. We are grateful beyond measure – and will miss each 
one of you. It is impossible to single out individuals for 
thanks, because each of you has given us something that 
we will take away in our hearts. Thank you everyone for 
your kindness and love.  
The sweetness of our Christmas is the anticipation of 
spending time with our daughters and our grandson. We 
have missed them and look forward to the next adventure 
with them. 
And the sweetness of Christmas is the fact that you are 
getting a wonderful new pastor: Paster Jen Tyler Osterloh 
is a fantastic pastor, preacher and administrator. I see this 
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church flourishing under her leadership, and I eagerly anticipate the moment 
when you will scratch you head to remember the pastor from South Africa 
because your new pastor is that good. 
My Christmas Prayer for us all is that we will find our laughter even when sad 
memories ask us to weep for the loss of those we have loved. May we be able to 
dance and celebrate the joy of this season even when we mourn – because our 
Saviour is born anew into our world. 

Pete 

Pastor Pete 
 

Music 
Join the Chancel Choir in celebrating the birth of Christ 
through music on December 15! The choir will be presenting: 
Love is Born 
Celebrating the Mystery and Wonder of Christmas 
by Lloyd Larson 
 
Did you know that Advent traditionally ends at sunset on 
December 24 and we celebrate Christmastide, also known as 
Christide, starting on December 25? Then for 12 more days 
(hmmm..sound familiar??) we celebrate Christmastide until 
Epiphany Sunday? That’s when the coming of the Three 
Wise Men is honored!  
 
In honor of all these great, and confusing holidays, we will 
have a special service on December 29 at 10am in the Sanctuary. Please bring any 
leftover holiday treats you would like share and leave those in the Narthex (atrium) 
prior to the service. We will celebrate with hymns and scripture and then enjoy 
fellowship after with goodies and coffee. Do not feel like you must MAKE holiday 
goodies or bring anything to participate. 
 
Bunny Christie, Music Coordinator 



 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregational Care 
Joanie Holm, Congregational Care Coordinator  is stepping down as the person who 
coordinates pastoral care for our church. If you feel a call to assist and support the 
pastor by making sure that our church knows about people who are ill, we would love 
to hear from you. This position essentially coordinates the different ways in which 
our church offers pastoral care. Please contact the church office at 
office@brookingsmethodist.org or call  605-692-4345. 
 
 

Poinsettias 
We would love to add the beauty of poinsettias to the 
church decorations during this Advent/Christmas 
season. The Worship Committee is inviting anyone 
“who loves the adventure of finding the perfect 
plant” to drop off a red or white poinsettia at church. 
(Rest assured that you are not responsible for 
watering or caring for plants through the season. We 
have volunteers to take care of them.) 

Your poinsettia may be given in memory or in honor 
of a loved one. Please call, stop by the church office, 
or email: office@brookingsmethodist.org to have 
your loved one’s name acknowledged in the 
December 17th worship bulletin. 

mailto:office@brookingsmethodist.org
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Join us for a Bethlehem Dinner Christmas Event 
 
We warmly invite our entire church family to a special Bethlehem Dinner on 
Wednesday, December 18, where we will recreate the journey to Bethlehem, the 
birthplace of Jesus. This unique event will allow us to step back in time and 
experience the sights, smells, and sounds of the era. 

During the evening, we will serve traditional foods from biblical times, eaten family-
style at tables. We encourage everyone to dress in traditional attire to fully immerse 
themselves in the experience which will be provided. The dinner will be accompanied 
by the telling of the Christmas story, singing carols, and other elements designed to 
transport us to that sacred time. 

Come join us as we share in the Manna meal and celebrate the story of Christ’s birth 
in a meaningful and memorable way! 

Gretchen Knutson, Education Coordinator 
 
Trustees 
 
Some have noticed some work being done in the old library next to Gretchen’s office 
in the education wing. It was determined after looking at different security protocols 
and talking with the Brookings Police department, that we needed an emergency 
escape for the education wing.  This would give an escape door for kids in case of an 
emergency or active shooter situation. We will be removing one of the windows on 
the north wall of the old library and putting an emergency exit door there.  Hopefully 
that will start sometime soon before winter decides to set in. Along with that we are 
adding mini split units for the three north rooms for heating and cooling. This will 
allow for better heating and cooling in these rooms year-round. This part is nearly 
completed.  The final stage of the project will be to recarpet these three rooms.  The 
old library has a tile floor and the carpet in the other two rooms is getting to the point 
of replacing. So we will be removing the old carpet and placing new carpet 
throughout the three rooms. Please feel free to reach out to any of the Trustees 
members with questions.  

Craig Schlueter, Trustees Chair 
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Missions  
A huge THANK YOU to all who donated stuffing 
boxes for the Thanksgiving Meals provided by 
Feeding Brookings!  Brookings FUMC was tasked 
with donating 200 boxes and YOU did!  

A total of 323 boxes were collected!  

 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

Family Candlelight Service 

5:30pm  

Community Life Center 

Candlelight Service 

7:30pm 

Sanctuary 
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Worship 

We continue to need your help. The Worship Committee is requesting everyone to 
reestablish wearing Name Tags. Although many of us know each other, Jen Osterloh is 
going to need a little help getting to know us, and this is the first and easiest step. 
Besides that, maybe we'll get to know some folks we don't already know. The plan is 
as follows:  

1. The Worship Committee have gathered all of the present name tags distributed 
throughout the building.  

2. We have placed the name tags on a table in the atrium so each of you can collect 
your name tag, wear it, and place it in the rack that works best for you.  

3. If you do not find your name tag, please write your name on the pad provided at the 
table so we can make a new tag for you.  

4. If you would like a duplicate name tag to use for Manna. put your name on that list 
and we'll make another name tag that you can keep in the CLC. (We'll get some racks 
installed in the CLC.) 

5.  We want to have all of the name tags we need before Pastor Jen's first Sunday as 
our pastor in the new year. Thanks for your help as we make this transition and  
Thank You to all who have already done this.  

Harriet Svec, Worship Committee Chair 
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December #0nething 
The Mission Committee has designated the 
December #onething as a diaper drive!  In 2024, up 
to the end of October 2024, the Harvest Table has 
distributed about 30,000 diapers to area families.  
That is why Brookings First UMC has become known 
as The Diaper Church! 

The National Diaper Bank Network (NDBN) reports 
that the need for diapers is a growing problem in our country. A clean diaper means a 
happy baby, but according to new data from The NDBN Diaper Check 2023: Diaper 
Insecurity among U.S. Children and Families, 1 in 2 U.S. families cannot afford enough 
diapers to keep their infant or child clean, dry, and healthy. These babies are more 
vulnerable to painful rashes and urinary tract infections and have more trips to the 
doctor. 1 in 4 parents miss work or school because they can’t afford the diapers 
required to leave their baby in Childcare. Clean diapers are a basic need of every baby 
and toddler. 

Without clean diapers: 

• babies are exposed to potential health risks and toxic stress; 

• mothers are at risk for increased maternal depression; 

• parents are unable to access childcare, which require a daily supply of diapers; 
and, 

• parents miss work or school. 

Thank you to Vonda Kirkham, Harvest Table Director, for this information.  She also 
reports that the most requested sizes at the Community Life Center are the bigger 
sizes, 5 and 6.  If you donate bulk packages, these are broken down into smaller lots 
so that more people are served. 

Please join us and fill the #onething containers with diapers this December!  Any 
brand is good! Thank you! 

Teresa Telkamp, Missions Committee Chair 
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Gifts for the Manger of the Baby Jesus 
You are invited to bring a Christmas diaper gift to place at the 
manger. Each week in December there will be an opportunity to 
bring a gift of a box of diapers to church. This will be used in our 
diaper ministry to the community. For more information please 
speak to Vonda Kirkham, who distributes diapers from our 
Community Life Center. 

 

  

Susan's Saga  
 
Susan's Saga 
At this time of year, it is fitting to say  

MERRY CHRISTMAS!  

¡Feliz Navidad!   
Nakudii-ini ndo ja tuu naꞌnu!   

 

And also wishing you a 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! ! !   

¡Próspero Año Nuevo!   
YaNdioo nakoto ndaꞌvi ñaꞌa ní kuia xee!   

 

which means ‘May God bless you in the New Year’ in Mixtec.   

Susan Hugghins,  

Susan Hugghins is a daughter of this church serving in full-time ministry as a Bible 
translator among the Mixtec people of Oaxaca, Mexico.   Susan’s sending agency, 
Wycliffe Bible Translators, is a non-denominational organization; she raises her own 
funds to support this ministry. 
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Dietrich Bonhoeffer  
Bonhoeffer (4 February 1906 – 9 April 1945) was a German Lutheran pastor, who 
opposed the Nazi dictatorship, preaching against the persecution of Jewish people, 
and eventually becoming a courier for the German resistance movement.  

I studied his writings as a theological student and was influenced by his struggle to 
oppose Hitler’s murderous ideology while remaining a committed pacifist. He 
described his participation in an underground plot to assassinate Hitler as a sin and 
wrote that the best he could hope for was to throw himself on the Grace of God.  

The film Bonhoeffer is not an accurate depiction of his thought and preaching. It 
makes him a hero who supports a theologically motivated rebellion against the 
government - and in doing this, gets his history wrong. I believe that in our fragile 
political climate we do not need a movie justifying political violence as Godly. The 
makers of Bonhoeffer ignored his words that “one cannot drive out evil with evil. Any 
attempt to bend the world through evil means is to refuse to believe that God is 
ultimately God, even in the age of Hitler.”  

Jesus did not once call for violence to achieve political change – and as his followers, 
neither should we! 

Pastor Pete 
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The Christmas Letters – Advent Study 

Christmas is the perfect time to reawaken relationships, remember past connections, 
and reflect on the love that holds us all together. This year, we invite you to join our 
Advent Study, *The Christmas Letters*, where we will explore a set of special letters 
written thousands of years ago. These letters, delivered to the earliest Christian com-
munities in the first-century Greco-Roman world, were not Christmas letters, but they 
carried profound messages about Jesus. Though they don't focus on His birth, they 
give us some of the earliest glimpses into what the church believed about the Incarna-
tion—the miracle of God becoming human. 

To make this study as accessible as possible, we are offering it in two different ways: 

Zoom Class with Bishop Lanette Plambeck: Join the bishop and others in the 
conference for a four-week Zoom class on Tuesday evenings, beginning No-
vember 26 and continuing through December 17. Each session will run from 
7:00-8:15 p.m. You may register individually if you would like to join by your-
self in your own home (use this link: https://www.dakotasumc.org/resources/
forms/3087.) 

Or join others from our church in conference room, where we’ll meet at 6:45 p.m. 
to participate in the Zoom session together. So you can do this study on zoom 
by yourself (at home) or come to the church to do it with a group of people 
from the church. 

 

Wednesday Evening Adult Manna Study: If you prefer, The 
Christmas Letters will also be offered on Wednesday evenings 
during our Adult Manna study. This group will have its own 
leader and go through the study independently. They meet 
from 7:00-8:00 p.m. in the conference room. They will begin 
on Wednesday, December 4.  
In addition to these study opportunities, Pastor Pete will be 
using The Christmas Letters as the foundation for his Sunday 
and Wednesday Advent sermons, allowing the entire congre-
gation to journey together through this meaningful season. 
We hope you’ll find a time and place that works for you and 
join us as we delve into the rich tradition of these early 
Christian letters and the wonder of the Incarnation. 

https://www.dakotasumc.org/resources/forms/3087
https://www.dakotasumc.org/resources/forms/3087
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Keloland Broadcast 
 
Be sure to tune in and watch the Brookings First United Methodist Church broadcast 
on Christmas Day at 4pm 
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Education  

Children's Christmas Program! 
You are warmly invited to attend our Children’s Christmas Program on Sunday, 
December 8, at 5:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.   
 
Children will share the message of Christ's birth 
through songs, readings, and special parts.   
 
Come celebrate the season with us as the children 
help bring this cherished story to life. We look 
forward to seeing you there! 
 
Live Nativity presented by Senior High Youth 
Be sure to take in the Live Nativity which will be 
presented by our senior high youth after the 
Children’s Christmas program on December 8 on the 
south side of the church. 
 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
  
 
Coming in January/February – Souper Bowl of Caring!  Watch 
the FOCUS for further details.  
  

 
Get Your Calendar!  
Be sure to get your 2024 calendar from the 
youth!  The youth are selling beautiful 2025 
calendars as a fundraiser for youth events for 
$10.  They are at the welcome centers in both 
the Community Life Center and narthex on 
Sunday’s and Wednesday’s and at the 
education office during the week.  Thank you 
for supporting the youth! 
 



 

13 

Hy-Vee Receipts – Thanks! 
The Education committee would like to thank the congregation for your faithfulness in 
turning in Hy-Vee receipts. This year we received $2000! This was used in part to purchase 
more bean bag chairs for the confirmation family time.  
We would also like to thank Peg Page for painstakingly adding up receipts, typing each one up 
and gathering them into the piles which Hy-Vee requests.  Her dedication to this service for 
us is very much appreciated!  
 

Financial Peace University to be 
Offered 
Financial Peace University is the nine-lesson 
course that teaches you the step-by-step plan 
to win with money and gives you all the tools 
you need to work it. 
Financial Peace University will be offered at 
our church beginning Tuesday, January 14 at 
6:00.  For more information, please talk to 
Gretchen.  
  
 

No Sunday School 
There will not be Sunday school on December 22 and 29. Merry Christmas! 
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Church Staff 
Pastoral Staff 

Pete Grassow…………………..pastorpete@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Education Director 

Gretchen Knutson………….. education@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Community Life Center Director 

Vonda Kirkham…….….communitylife@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Office Manager 

Lynelle Hagedorn………….…..…...office@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Financial Coordinator  
    Linda Kay Hai ……………………...finance@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Worship Tech/Media Director and Facility Manager 

Sam Becker…………………………….media@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Worship Coordinator 
    Maria Schlueter……………...….worship@brookingsmethodist.org  
 
Tech Coordinator 

Paul Schmidt………………….………….tech@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Music Coordinator 
Bunny Christie……………………..…music@brookingsmethodist.org 
  

Choir Director, Organist, Worship Team Accompanist 
Shawn Stemsrud………..……..…….music@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Campus Ministry Coordinator 
 Alex Jensen…………………….…….campus@brookingsmethodist.org 

 
Congregation Caring Coordinator 

Joanie Holm…………………………………...…….….jholm229@gmail.com 
 
Organists:                         Manna Cook: Katie Knutson 
     Joan Riessen                     Choir Accompanist: Thomas Tvedt 
     MK Hugghins 

Connect with us! 
Church Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri:  8:30am-12:00 pm 
 
Need prayer? Email 
prayer@brookingsmethodist.org 
and Pastor Pete will pray with 
you! 

/FUMCBrookings 

@brookingsfumc 
First United 
Methodist Brookings 

brookingsmethodist.org 

Give Online to Brookings First United Methodist Church! 
Without your gifts, none of our community ministries would be possible. We have 
easy ways to give online or scan the QR code for more information: 

1) VANCO MOBILE APP: Download the Vanco Mobile app 
       from the App Store or Google Play. Once installed, search 
       “Brookings”, select FUMC, and follow directions. 
2) TEXT: Send a text message to 605-250-0807 with the 
      dollar amount of the gift and follow directions. 

Church Office Closed 
 
Please note that the 
church office will be 
closed Dec 24 through Jan 
1st.   
Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year! 

mailto:music@brookingsmethodist.org
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Radio Broadcast Sponsorships  
Now is the time to sign up for a radio broadcast 
sponsorship in 2024.  If you would like to sponsor a 
broadcast at $60 in memory, honor, or celebration of a 
loved one or anniversary, you may: 

      - Visit brookingsmethodist.org and click on RADIO BROADCAST SPONSORS  
      - Contact the office at 605-692-4345  
      - Email office@brookingsmethodist.org  

Or on SignUp Genius: https://bit.ly/3ZObUkh 

Winter Weekly Worship Schedule 
Sundays:   9:00am  Sunday School (Pre-K to Adult) 
  9:30am  Radio Broadcast (on KBRK 1430AM) 
  10:00am  Sunday Morning Worship (in-person and online) 
 
Wednesdays:  5:00pm  Cost-Free Manna in the Middle Meal 
  6:00pm  Manna in the Middle Worship Service 
  7:00pm  Confirmation, Bible Studies, First on Campus,  
    Wednesday School, Manna Study 

Watch Online at Any Time! 

http://www.brookingsmethodist.org/
mailto:office@brookingsmethodist.org
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