
FOCUS 
N E W S L E T T E R  

        February 2025 
FROM THE PASTOR 
Everything in my life seems to be 
changing right now. I’m loving getting to 
know our community in my new role as 
Senior Pastor here, and in the 6 months 
leading up to beginning our time together 
I’ve gotten married, moved, held 2 
different jobs, and started significant 
home remodeling projects. I’ve never 
been one to shy away from change, 
though I am not always sure I thought through doing 
everything at once, either. At least these have all been good 
changes, even if not always easy. 
 
All around our community, nation, and world we are facing 
changes, many of which are difficult. People are suffering, 
weather continues to change in ways communities aren’t 
equipped for, and countless are afraid amidst other changes, 
too. There is much in our world that can make us weary or 
wonder if anything we can say or do might make a difference. 
Yet God paints another picture for us, inviting us to stay 
vigilant and do as the Lord requires of us, above all else: “to act 
justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8). 
 
Some days, this feels easier to do than others. Yet always, it is 
necessary: and a gift. Fortunately, we don’t have to do it alone, 
but instead we are reminded in Lamentations 3:22-23 that,  

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases;[a] 
    his mercies never come to an end; 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lamentations%203%3A22-23&version=ESV#fen-ESV-20377a
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23 they are new every morning; 
    great is your faithfulness 

 
Great is God’s faithfulness: and so too, may we be faithful to God’s unceasing love, 
justice, and mercy this day, and all of the days yet to come.  
 

Pastor Jen Osterloh   

605-692-4345 
pastorjen@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

 

 

Finance 
The Finance Committee has finished the 2025 Church Budget and it has been 
approved by the Admin Council.  We expect our expenses to increase about $12,000 
compared to the 2024 budget—most of which is coming from a large increase in our 
Property Insurance.  Other churches are seeing this as well, and the Trustees are 
actively seeking lower quotes from other insurance agencies.  Copies of the budget are 
available at the welcome centers and in the church office.  Thank you for your faithful 
support of our ministry! 

Sheryl Pappas, ex-officio 

Jeff Lee, Finance Chair 

 

Harvest Table  

The meal will be served on Feb 17, President’s Day, 
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Music 

Can you guess how many songs from the UMH, United Methodist Hymnal (starting at 
the Promised Coming and ending at Birth and Baptism) were used during Advent 
through Epiphany? 30 SONGS! Hopefully, one of your very favorite carols was 
included somehow in that list! I would like to extend a personal thank you to the 
Tech Team, musicians, and singers who provided special music this past month. We 
are truly blessed as a congregation that we have such talented and dedicated people.  

Ephesians 5:19 -  speak to each other with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs; sing 
and make music to the Lord in your hearts. 

 
If you are interested in providing your gifts of music please reach out:  
music@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
There are numerous groups, including Chiming Children, Jubilee Ringers, and the 
Chancel Choir, that will be rehearsing together soon.  We love to welcome new  
Members!  
 
Bunny Christie, Music Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:music@brookingsmethodist.org
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Health 
 
Norovirus 
Norovirus is the leading cause of vomiting and 
diarrhea from acute gastroenteritis among people of 
all ages in the United States. Gastroenteritis is the 
inflammation of the stomach and intestines. 

Norovirus is very contagious; it spreads very easily 
and quickly. 

·  You can get norovirus from sick people and 
through contaminated food, water, or surfaces. 

·  You are most contagious when you have symptoms of norovirus illness or during 
the few days after you feel better. 

 
Who is most often affected? 

Children under 5 years old 
Adults 85 years and older 

How does Norovirus spread? 
Contaminated food, water and surfaces 
 
How to prevent Norovirus 
Norovirus is very contagious, but you can take steps to stop it from spreading. 
·  Wash hands well with soap and water; hand sanitizer alone does not work well 
against norovirus. 
·  Do not prepare, handle food, or care for others when you are sick. 
 

Wash your hands well                                                                                                      
Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially: 
• After using the toilet or changing diapers. 
• Before eating, preparing, or handling food. 
Before giving yourself or someone else medicine. 

To disinfect, use a chlorine bleach solution with a concentration of 1,000 to 
5,000 ppm (5 to 25 tablespoons of household bleach [5% to 8%] per 
gallon of water) or use an EPA-registered disinfecting product against 
norovirus. 

https://www.cdc.gov/hygiene/about/cleaning-and-disinfecting-with-bleach.html
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-g-antimicrobial-products-registered-epa-claims-against-norovirus-feline
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-g-antimicrobial-products-registered-epa-claims-against-norovirus-feline
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 • Leave bleach disinfectant on the affected area for at least 5 minutes. 
• Clean the entire area again with soap and hot water. 
• Wash laundry, take out the trash, and wash your hands. 
After someone vomits or has diarrhea:                                                              
Wear rubber or disposable gloves and wipe the entire area with paper towels and 
throw them in a plastic trash bag. 

Disinfect the area as directed on the product label. 
Wash laundry well 
Immediately remove and wash clothes or linens that may have vomit or feces on 
them. 
• Wear rubber or disposable gloves. 
• Handle items carefully without shaking them. 
• Wash the items with detergent and hot water at the maximum available cycle 
length and then machine dry them at the highest heat setting. 
Wash your hands after with soap and water. 

Source- Center For Disease Control 
 
Joanie Holm,  Congregation Caring Coordinator 

 
 
Education  
 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
The youth are excited to participate in the Souper 
Bowl of Caring once again this year! This program was 
started by youth who recognized the amount of food 
consumed during the Super Bowl and wanted to make 
a positive impact on their local community. This year, 
they will be collecting canned soups (pull tabs work 
great) or dried/packaged soups during January for #onething.  
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Worship 

I want to send a thank you to all of you who have helped during this past Advent 
season. I had many volunteers for Advent candle lighting, KELOland video recording, 
and Christmas services. 

 

A special thank you to Cheryl & James Honomichl for taking the lead on getting 
everything for Christmas decorating ready, being the go-to for decorating, and for 
undecking the halls. If you enjoyed the beauty around the church during the Advent/
Christmas Season, give them a big thank you!  

 

I also want to thank you those again who have volunteered for our hospitality servers 
for 2025. Reminder the email will come out on Thursday morning at 8AM for those 
serving on Sunday Morning.  

Maria Schlueter,  Worship Coordinator 

 
 

February #0nething 
February #onething:  Celebrate Human Relations Day all through February!  
 
This special offering is about fostering better 
relationships and supporting community outreach. Your 
contributions help bring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s 
vision of a "beloved community" to life.   
Your gift will support important programs like 
Community Developers, United Methodist Voluntary 
Services, and Youth Offender Rehabilitation. A portion of 
these gifts helps fund your conference programs. 
 

Lorna Jost, Missions 
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Susan’s Saga  

  

 
          One hand is just that: a hand. The figure of several hands resembles snowflakes. 
Together, the helping hands form a pretty pattern.  And this language project certainly requires 
a lot of hands in many roles. 
 
Thank you for sticking with me in this long-term project of translating God’s Word into a 
language that does not yet have access to the enduring message from God in the heart language.   
 

Susan Hugghins 

Susan Hugghins is a daughter of this church serving in full-time ministry as a Bible translator 
among the Mixtec people of Oaxaca, Mexico.   Susan’s sending agency, Wycliffe Bible 
Translators, is a non-denominational organization; she raises her own funds to support this 
ministry. 

 
 

MANNA STUDY 
In Vanishing Grace, Philip Yancey shows the desperate need 
our world has for grace, and how Christians can truly make 
the gospel good news again.  Feel free to join us  Wednesdays 
at 7pm in the conference room in the Education wing 
through Feb 26th.  If you need further information please 
contact Gretchen at education@brookingsmethodist.org or 
call 605-692-4345. 
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Church Staff 
Pastoral Staff 

Jen Osterloh……………………..pastorjen@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Education Director 

Gretchen Knutson………….. education@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Community Life Center Director 

Vonda Kirkham…….….communitylife@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Office Manager 

Lynelle Hagedorn………….…..…...office@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Financial Coordinator  
    Linda Kay Hai ……………………...finance@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Worship Tech/Media Director and Facility Manager 

Sam Becker…………………………….media@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Worship Coordinator 
    Maria Schlueter……………...….worship@brookingsmethodist.org  
 
Tech Coordinator 

Paul Schmidt………………….………….tech@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Music Coordinator 
Bunny Christie……………………..…music@brookingsmethodist.org 
  

Choir Director, Organist, Worship Team Accompanist 
Shawn Stemsrud………..……..…….music@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Campus Ministry Coordinator 
 Alex Jensen…………………….…….campus@brookingsmethodist.org 

 
Congregation Caring Coordinator 

Joanie Holm…………………………………...…….….jholm229@gmail.com 
 
Organists:                         Manna Cook: Katie Knutson 
     Joan Riessen                     Choir Accompanist: Thomas Tvedt 
     MK Hugghins 

Connect with us! 
Church Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri:  8:30am-12:00 pm 
 
Need prayer? Email 
prayer@brookingsmethodist.org 
and Pastor Jen will pray with 
you! 

/FUMCBrookings 

@brookingsfumc 
First United 
Methodist Brookings 

brookingsmethodist.org 

Give Online to Brookings First United Methodist Church! 
Without your gifts, none of our community ministries would be possible. We have 
easy ways to give online or scan the QR code for more information: 

1) VANCO MOBILE APP: Download the Vanco Mobile app 
       from the App Store or Google Play. Once installed, search 
       “Brookings”, select FUMC, and follow directions. 
2) TEXT: Send a text message to 605-250-0807 with the 
      dollar amount of the gift and follow directions. 

Church Office Closed 
 
Please note that the 
church office will be 
closed on Monday, 
February 17th, in 
observance of President’s 
Day.  

mailto:music@brookingsmethodist.org
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Radio Broadcast Sponsorships  
Now is the time to sign up for a radio broadcast 
sponsorship in 2024.  If you would like to sponsor a 
broadcast at $60 in memory, honor, or celebration of a 
loved one or anniversary, you may: 

      - Visit brookingsmethodist.org and click on RADIO BROADCAST SPONSORS  
      - Contact the office at 605-692-4345  
      - Email office@brookingsmethodist.org  

Or on SignUp Genius: https://bit.ly/3ZObUkh 

Winter Weekly Worship Schedule 
Sundays:   9:00am  Sunday School (Pre-K to Adult) 
  9:30am  Radio Broadcast (on KBRK 1430AM) 
  10:00am  Sunday Morning Worship (in-person and online) 
  11:15am  First On Campus (upstairs above the church office) 
 
Wednesdays:  5:00pm  Cost-Free Manna in the Middle Meal 
  6:00pm  Manna in the Middle Worship Service 
  7:00pm  Confirmation, Bible Studies, Wednesday School 

Watch Online at Any Time! 

http://www.brookingsmethodist.org/
mailto:office@brookingsmethodist.org
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John Wesley and Company kids had fun learning 
about John Wesley and making hats on  
Wednesday!   
The boys are wearing tr-corn, and the girls are 
wearing mop caps!   

Friends in Faith 
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Senior High Youth  
 
The Senior High Youth had a great time at the Brooking Library 
for Mystery night!   



First United Methodist Church 
625 Fifth Street 
Brookings, SD 57006 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit No. 65 
Brookings, SD 


