
 

 

FOCUS 
N E W S L E T T E R  

        February 2023 
FROM THE PASTOR 

Winter is not Permanent 
In him was life, and that life was the 
light of all mankind.  The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. [John 1:4-5] 

This is the time of year when the 
conversation shifts to a longing for 
sunshine and warmer weather. We 
make jokes like “My favorite part of 
winter is watching it on TV from 
Arizona” or “My favorite thing about winter – is when it is 
over”.  For me who comes from Sunny South Africa the cold is 
an adventure, but the overcast, foggy days make me long for 
the long days of warm sunshine.  

As I reflect of the way a cold winter can dominate our 
thoughts and affect our moods, I am reminded of how we can 
do the same in our spiritual lives. We can become so focused 
on the darkness of our society that we fail to see the light. 
When I see people behaving in ways that are unkind and cruel, 
I begin to despair for the future of humanity. When I see the 
dark thoughts that rise within me, or when I see my mean-
spirited reactions to other people, I begin to think that the 
winter of my discontent is permanent.  

Let us all be reminded that Jesus came as light in the darkness: 
The Gospel of John tells us that the light of Jesus cannot be 
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extinguished, no matter how dark it may seem.  Jesus, who 
came to bring light into darkness, then invited those who 
follow him to shine light into our world: “In the same way, 
let your light shine before others, that they may see your 
good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew 
5:16).   

May the warmth of our love change the darkness in our 
world to joy-filled light.  

 

Pastor Pete 

  

 Congregational Caring Ministry 

Thank you to our congregation for all the caring that is dispensed by individuals and 
groups within the church. I recently met with the United Women of Faith who have 
demonstrated care to many over the years. A huge thank you to all in this group who 
send cards and visit members  who live in long term care centers. 

A new ministry in the process of being set up is the Home Meal Ministry. Our hope in 
this group is to provide meals to congregation members at special times like the birth 
of a new baby or after an illness. An initial meeting is scheduled for Sunday, 12/4/22 
at 11:00 in the conference room. All are welcome! 

Joanie Holm, Congregation Caring Coordinator 

 

Ash Wednesday  
Ash Wednesday, February 22nd, 2023, marks the beginning of 
Lent. You are invited to a service at 6:00pm in the Community 
Life Center. In this service we are marked with ash, and invited 
into the spiritual journey towards Easter on April 9th.  Watch for 
more information  on our journey  to be shared on social media 
and emails! 
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Staff Parish Relations Committee 
Our committee has two new members; Charlie Schnabel and Mark Stratton.  We truly 
appreciate them sharing their expertise with us.  We have a person committed to fill 
the finance position. Work continues on other areas.   

Larry Hult, Staff Parish Relations Committee Chair 

 

Church Finances 
As we move into a new financial year I write to assure you that 
our church finances are in good hands. We transferred our 
bookkeeping to Steen Bookkeeping service in December and are 
confident that we will be kept updated on our financial 
wellbeing. The Church Finance Committee will be led by Tom 
Fishback, who is an experienced financial team leader, and Jean 
Scherschligt, our church treasurer, is a registered Chartered 
Accountant.  
 
Now the rest is up to you: our church is financed by our members. We are able to 
supply food and diapers, to provide a weekly Harvest Table, to be able to provide 
space for regular worship, and to host the many different community activities, 
because of your generous support. I am so proud of the way y’all have stepped up to 
fund the work of God. In the words of St Paul:  “ Let us not become weary in doing good, for 
at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up” (Galatians 6:9). 
   
Pastor Pete 

 

 

 

 

Did You Know? 
The phrase ‘God Bless You!’ does not have to be proceeded by a sneeze! 
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Influenza Season is Upon Us! 
As we move into more winter, and enclosed gatherings, 
please remember that influenza is present in our 
community. Influenza vaccines are available and 
encouraged for everyone over 6 months of age. Hand 
sanitizer can be found at both the North and South doors of 
the Narthex and in the Community Life Center. Although 
we are so happy to be back together as a congregation, 
please consider staying home if you have cold or flu symptoms. 

FYI- influenza and Covid vaccines can be obtained at the same time! 

Joanie Holm,  Congregational Care Coordinator 

 

Church Directory 
Our Brookings FUMC Directory is available. We used this process as an audit of our 
church membership, and as a result we have a confirmed membership of 492 
people.  You can fetch your directory from the narthex or from the church office. It 
has been a challenging exercise in checking the details are correct and I am thankful 
for the team who did this. We did our best, but do acknowledge that it is possible that 
an error slipped through. Please let us know at the office so that we can correct any 
incorrect details. Should you have forgotten to participate in this exercise, or were 
away and not able to do so, please contact Lynelle at the office. She can update your 
details and provide you with a directory. 
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Worship Committee/Hospitality 
We are excited to launch a new updated rotation of volunteers to provide hospitality 
to all who enter our church for worship.  This rotation includes ushers, welcome 
center host, greeters, and coffee host.  This new rotation will begin Sunday Feb 5.  The 
schedule is set up to repeat itself quarterly. That means most folks will serve 4 times a 
year.  A few are on the schedule more that 4 times.   

Each quarter there is a designated coordinator to assist with any substitutions and/or 
trades that may be needed.  Hopefully by reviewing the schedule in advance and 
noting the dates you are on to serve in your personal calendars, you will be able to 
easily make changes with others as needed.  

Packets with the rotation calendar, lists of volunteer contact information and 
description of duties have prepared for each household of volunteers.  You will either 
have received your packet at church on Sunday, January 29 or in the mail this week.  
Our church office will send out a reminder by email every Monday, prior to the 
Sunday you are scheduled.   

We are so grateful to all who have joyfully served in all of these capacities this past 
year.  We have made many calls and appreciate the generosity of time and welcome 
each of you have shown to our church family and guests.  

Brenda Hieb,  Music Coordinator 

Mission Trip 
I have done some preparatory work on the possibility of a trip to South Africa. This 
will be difficult to arrange for 2023 but can better be arranged for April 2024. I would 
plan to go for the last two weeks of April 2024. This trip would visit Cape Town, where 
we would visit the oldest Methodist Church in Africa, offer some assistance to a 
Methodist children’s home for orphans, ascend Table Mountain, and take a turn 
through a game reserve.  You will need to be in good health as the trip to Africa is 
long and tiring. You would also need to be emotionally flexible, as South Africa 
experiences periods without electricity every day, and therefore plans might change 
during the time there.  

Pete 
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Thank You! 
Dear Brookings First UMC Foundation, 

I am writing to thank you for your generous support of my educational development, 
and of my growth in ministry effectiveness as I have pursued a Master of Divinity 
degree through Sioux Falls Seminary. In December, I completed my degree—a degree 
you generously supported through a gift of $4800, which fully subsidized my first 
year of tuition. Thanks to your support, I was able to complete this degree, and begin 
the process of commissioning as a provisional elder in the Dakotas Conference of the 
UMC. If it is God’s will, I hope to be commissioned in June, 2023 at our annual 
conference. 

My experience as a student through Kairos was transformative; I grew spiritually, 
intellectually and professionally as I benefited from the counsel of wise mentors and 
learned from the excellent curriculum available through the degree program. I 
learned invaluable skills and competencies that will continue to help me grow as a 
lifelong learner and minister. Please know that your investment in my development 
will continue to bear fruit as I continue to serve in ministry as God leads me in the 
future. 

I am grateful for the time that I was able to serve with you at Brookings First UMC, 
and pray for your continued effectiveness as you accomplish your mission to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Gratefully in Christ, 
 

Krista Ducker 
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January Meals on Wheels Completed 
This January, FUMC Volunteers took their turn at 
delivering meals as a part of the Meals on Wheels 
program.  Brookings Meals on Wheels provides seniors 
in the community with the support that enables them to 
remain living in their own homes.  This support is 
typically a nutritious meal, a short friendly visit, and a 
quick safety check.   The deliveries were completed by 
Judi & Don DeZeeuw, Sam & Kay Becker, Bob & Lynette 
Smith, Jerry & Gail Wild, Dwight & Bertha Combs, and Perry & Barb Johnson.  A 
special thanks to Gary & Avis Norton and Larry & Barb Hult who volunteered both 
weeks.  For these volunteers, this is their demonstration of “God’s Love”. This is the 
first 2 weeks of an 8 week commitment for this calendar year.   The next delivery 
scheduled will be April 10-21.  If you interested in helping with Meals on Wheels 
deliveries in April, please contact me at perbar3@mac.com.   

Perry Johnson, FUMC Meals on Wheel Coordinator 

 

Trustee Committee 
The church signage committee has completed plans for new interior and exterior 
signage.  These will likely be installed in stages over the next few months.  Minor 
plumbing leaks in the education wing and CLC have been addressed and drinking 
fountains are being worked on. Many projects including roof repairs, parking lot 
sealing and Narthex skylight repair and maintenance will be stated when the snow 
goes away. We continue to have routine maintenance done on critical systems 
including replacement of worn out lighting fixtures with LED lighting.   
 

Rick Hieb, Trustee Committee  Chair 

mailto:perbar3@mac.com
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Church Staff 
Pastoral Staff 

Pete Grassow…………………..pastorpete@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Education Director 

Gretchen Knutson………….. education@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Community Life Center Director 

Vonda Kirkham…….….communitylife@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Office Manager 

Lynelle Hagedorn………….…..…...office@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Financial Coordinator  
    TBD……………………………………….finance@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Worship Tech/Media Director and Facility Manager 

Sam Becker…………………………….media@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Tech Coordinator 

Paul Schmidt…………………………….tech@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Wednesday Activities Coordinator 
Sammi Carney…………….wedactivities@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Music Coordinator 
Brenda Hieb…………musiccoordinator@brookingsmethodist.org 
  

Worship Team Leader/Choir Director 
Ted De Lange………………………….music@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Campus Ministry Director 
Becca Hermann…………………….campus@brookingsmethodist.org 

 
Congregational Care Coordinator 

Joanie Holm…………………………………...…….….jholm229@gmail.com 
 
Organists:                          Manna Cook: 
     Joan Riessen                     Deb Bortnem 
     MK Hugghins 

Connect with us! 
Church Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri:  8:30am-12:00 pm 
 
Need prayer? Email 
prayer@brookingsmethodist.org 
and Pastor Pete will pray with 
you! 

/FUMCBrookings 

@brookingsfumc 
First United 
Methodist Brookings 

brookingsmethodist.org 

Give Online to Brookings First United Methodist Church! 
Without your gifts, none of our community ministries would be possible. We have 
easy ways to give online or scan the QR code for more information: 

1) VANCO MOBILE APP: Download the Vanco Mobile app 
       from the App Store or Google Play. Once installed, search 
       “Brookings”, select FUMC, and follow directions. 
2) TEXT: Send a text message to 605-250-0807 with the 
      dollar amount of the gift and follow directions. 

mailto:music@brookingsmethodist.org
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Spring Weekly Worship Schedule 
Sundays:   9:00am  Sunday School (all ages) 
  9:30am  Radio Broadcast (on KBRK 1430AM) 
  10:00am  Sunday Morning Worship (in-person and online) 
 
Wednesdays: 5:00pm  Free Manna in the Middle Meal 
  6:00pm  Manna in the Middle Worship (in-person and online) 
  7:00pm  Wednesday School 
    7th/8th Grade Confirmation 
    First On Campus Life Group 
    Adult Manna in the Middle Study 
    High School Youth Group 

Join Our Media Ministry! 
Help make our online presence possible! We are looking 
for volunteers to help with our live stream! Our tech 
team has fun while serving God in this unique way. 
Computer and music experience is helpful but not 
required! If you or someone you know are interested in 
helping our online ministry (and want free high-speed 
WiFi), contact Sam at media@brookingsmethodist.org . 
 
Sam Becker, Worship Tech/Media Director 

Radio Broadcast Sponsorships  
Now is the time to sign up for a radio broadcast 
sponsorship in 2023.  If you would like to sponsor a 
broadcast in memory, honor, or celebration of a loved 
one or anniversary, you may: 

• Visit brookingsmethodist.org and click on RADIO BROADCAST SPONSORS  
•  Contact the office at 605-692-4345  
•  Email office@brookingsmethodist.org  

Each broadcast sponsorship is $60 and airs at 9:30am on KBRK 1430AM on that Sunday. 

http://www.brookingsmethodist.org/
mailto:office@brookingsmethodist.org
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Thank You! 
The Education Committee wants to thank you for being so 
very faithful as you continue to turn in those HyVee receipts.  
We received $2000 in 2022.   That money is used for 
educational purposes such as a stipend for Lisa Grassow who created Children’s 
Church on our website throughout the pandemic and beyond, a new fire pit for the 
prayer garden, and flat screen tv carts.  It’s great to have that money for special 
projects! Thanks so much! 

 

Church is Offering Senior Scholarship 
It has been a tradition of this church to offer a scholarship to graduating seniors who 
are going on to further schooling. An email has been sent out to those seniors. If you 
are a senior or have a senior in your household and have not received this email, 
please contact Gretchen at education@brookingsmethodist.org for the scholarship 
form. Please turn in your form by March 15th to the office. 

 

Kudos to You! 
Following are couple of instances which need some recognition.  It’s always good to 
pass on good news! 

During the fall leading up to Christmas, our middle school Sunday school students 
save their offering money for a special cause.  They ask the Head Start teachers to 
choose a family who could use a little Christmas.  

Then on a Sunday in early December, their teachers, Jim and Cheryl Honomichl take 
them shopping for EVERYONE in the family on a Sunday morning. After their buying 
excursion, they then wrap their gifts.  So they are involved in every aspect of the 
process.  And if you are around after their shopping trip, you can feel the electricity 
in the air!  They are feeling pretty good about themselves! 
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What a great experience for the kids! They learn to look outside themselves and 
simply ‘be kind’ as Pastor Pete reminds us.  Way to go middle school Sunday school 
class! 

Along with that, a couple in our church who has felt very blessed by Financial Peace 
University which they took through our church has offered to pay it forward by 
volunteering to pay for the memberships of all who are taking Financial Peace 
University this year.  What a wonderful way to ‘be kind’!  Way to go! 

 

Summer Church Camp Registration is Open! 
Registration for summer church camp 
is open!  Please go to 
www.dakcamps.org to register. And 
remember that there are camps for 
every age and interest!   

If you have a favorite camp you would 
like to attend, be sure to get 
registered soon. The church is 
offering a 75% scholarship for camps 
again this year. All you need to do to 
receive this scholarship is to enter brookingscampers in the registration process.  
Further scholarships are available locally and at the conference level.  Please contact 
Gretchen (education@brookingsmethodist.org) for further assistance. 

 

Manna Adult Study 
The adult Manna class will be using a study which follows the lectionary during 
January and February (until Lent).  The units they will cover are entitled Power and 
Belonging and The Power of Love.  If you would like a mid-week study, please join 
them at 7:00 in the conference room! 

Gretchen Knutson, Education Director 
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For Your Information... 
Our church is led by members of our congregation. For your reference, here are the 
leaders and members of our church committees. (If we have made any errors, please 
contact the church office) 

Church Council 

 Chair: Nancy Bohlen 
             Vice Chair: Tom Becker 
              Secretary: Drew Schnabel      

Lead Pastor: Pete Grassow  
Education Director: Gretchen Knutson  
Community Life Center Director: Vonda Kirkham  
Lay Leader: LaRon DeBoer 
Office Manager: Lynelle Hagedorn 
Financial Coordinator: TBD 
Church Treasurer: Jean Scherschligt  
Assistant Church Treasurer: Kay Becker  
Delegates to Annual Conference: Nancy Bohlen, Brenda Hieb, Charlie  
Schnabel, Rylee Honomichl, Cheryl Honomichl, LaRon DeBoer 
Youth: TBD 
 

Administrative Committee Chairpersons  
Trustees:  Rick Hieb      
Finance:  Tom Fishback 
Staff/Parish Relations: Larry Hult 

  
Program Committee Chairpersons  
Campus Ministry: Matt Miller  Missions: Teresa Telkamp   
United Women in Faith: Judi DeZeeuw Worship: Peggy Eggers, Interim 
Education Ministry: Karen Alfson   Historian: Tom Thaden  
United Methodist Men: Steve Eliason  United Methodist Youth: TBD 
Librarian: Linda Kay Hai    
  

Brookings First United Methodist Foundation Incorporation  
 President: Russ Daly 
 Vice President: TBD 

Secretary/Treasurer: Laura Gerjets               
Members: Rich Howard, Van Fishback, Pastor Pete Grassow 
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Trustees Committee  
Chair: Rick Hieb 
Staff Representative: Sam Becker    

Class of 2023  Class of 2024  Class of 2025  
Perry Johnson  Lori DeBoer  Lance Howard 
Rick Hieb  Kay Becker  Carmen Niemeyer 
Chris Buus  Craig Schlueter Christopher Gross 
   Bud Eggers                         
 

Committee on Finance & Stewardship 
Chair: Tom Fishback 
 Class of 2023  Class of 2024  Class of 2025 

Dean Kattelmann Roger Solum  Lisa Waddell 
Matt Miller  Cheryl Pappas  Sonja Anderson 
Tom Fishback  Zach Anderson  
 

Memorials  
Chair: Brenda Buus 
 Class of 2023  Class of 2024  Class of 2025  
 Bob Kurtz  Brenda Buus 
 Kim Carson  Amy Merchant 
 
Staff/Parish Relations Committee 
Chair: Larry Hult 
 Class of 2023  Class of 2023   Class of 2025 
 Steph Bultje  Lisa Solum  Charlie Schnabel 
 Becca Herman  Camrin Vaux  Cheryl Honomichl 
 Laura Gerjets  Larry Hult                      Mark Stratton 
 
Campus Ministry 
Chair: Matt Miller  
Student Representative: Becca Herman 
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Education Ministry 
Chair: Karen Alfson 
Staff Representative:  Gretchen Knutson 
Education Director:  Gretchen Knutson  
Preschool Coordinator:  Cathy Narveson  
Elementary Coordinator:  Cheryl Beste  
Supply Coordinator:  Karen Carmichael 
 Class of 2023  Class of 2024  Class of 2025 
 Kelly Wendell  Ross Peterson  Ope Niemeyer 
 Steve Eliason  Karen Alfson  Christi Holbeck  
 Sara Bingen 
 
Missions Ministry 
Chair: Teresa Telkamp 

Class of 2023  Class of 2024  Class of 2025 
MK Hugghins  Teresa Telkamp Teresa Telkamp 
Gary Norton  Doug Telkamp  Doug Telkamp 
James Honomichl James Honomichl Jill Christie 
 

Worship 
Interim Chair: Peggy Eggers 

Class of 2023  Class of 2024   Class of 2025  
Rylee Honomichl Diane Culver  Harriet Svec 
Eric Tellekson    Peggy Eggers  Maria Schlueter 

                            Dan Merchant    Maureen Logue 
 

Health Ministry 
Chair: Joanie Holm 
Members: Tim Scherschligt, Brenda Buus, Brenda Hieb, Linda Thaden, Ron Thaden     
 
History Committee 
Chair: Tom Thaden  
Members:  Barb Meyer                           
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Griefshare 

Our church is offering a class to address Grief, 
called Griefshare. The class is led by Abbey and 
Lance Howard and is held weekly, from January 
10th to the end of March 2023 on Tuesday 
evenings from 6:00pm — 8:00pm.  

If you are in grief, it may be hard for you to feel 
optimistic about the future. If you’ve lost a 
spouse, child, family member, or friend, you’ve probably found there are not many 
people who understand the deep hurt you feel.  

This can be a confusing time when you feel isolated and have many questions about 
things you’ve never faced before. We hope you will consider joining this group and 
sharing the class information with others in the community who are in grief. The 
class is open to all who are grieving the loss of a loved one.  

Call the church office (692-4345) for more details.  

 

Abbey and Lance Howard 

Family Days Events 

We welcome you to mark your 
calendars for our spring Family Day 
events! For our first event, we will 
be hosting a bowling outing at The 
Lanes on February 19th. Next, we 
will be holding a group painting 
class on March 26th. More details 
will follow as we get closer to each 
event, but send any questions to 
Sammi at 
wedactivities@brookingsmethodist.org. 
 

Sammi Carney,  Wednesday Activities Coordinator 

mailto:wedactivities@brookingsmethodist.org
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Souper Bowl of Caring! 
Coming February 12, 2023 -- Watch for more details in 
January from the Senior High Youth! 

Once again the Senior High Youth are going to Tackle 
Hunger during the Souper Bowl of Caring. You can help 
by donating a jar of crunchy or creamy peanut butter 
(or any other non-perishable food item) along with a monetary donation. Everything 
collected will go to the Harvest Table right here in our church to help feed hungry 
people in Brookings.  

Collections will be taken on Wednesday, February 8th and Sunday, February 12th . If 
everyone contributed one food item and $1, it would go a long way to Tackling Hunger 
in our community!  Thank you for your help. 

 

SOUL 
Calling all Seniors! 

SOUL (Seniors of Unlimited Love) – a group of retired people who meet once a month 
on the last Monday of the month is resuming  January 29th.  They meet at noon for a 
potluck meal and fellowship. If you would like to join them, they meet in the 
basement of the church.  All retired people are welcome to join! The church will 
provide plates, cups, silverware. Come to eat and join in the fellowship! 

 

The Mission Committee has chosen 
diapers for the Harvest Table as the 
#onething project for February. 
You can either bring in diapers to 
put in the collection totes 
(located in the Narthex and CLC), 
or contribute financially online 
(www.brookingsmethodist.org/
give.html). Your generosity is 
appreciated.  
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Susan's Saga  
In the dark days of winter, when the sun gets up late and goes to bed really early, the 
darkness can be depressing.  Even in the short days, brooding clouds and snowstorms 
can blot out what little daylight remains.  We long for light.   

Light is a pervading theme throughout the Bible.  God’s proclamation: “Let there be 
light” opens the symphony of creation.  God is light and the source of light.  In I John 
1: 5  we read that  “…..God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.” 

But sin brought darkness to humankind.  Darkness is the opposite of light, 
representing all that which is evil, devious, perverse, and contrary to God.  Darkness 
is depressing and makes us sad.  Spiritual darkness is a result of disobeying God and 
not trusting or acknowledging Him. We are deceived and think that we know better 
than God, that we can do things our way.  Darkness brings fear, hopelessness, and 
despair that pervade the human soul.   

What is the solution?   God provides a solution!  Jesus is the Light of the World!  

John 8:12 states, “When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, ‘I am the light of the 
world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of 
life.’”  

In the first chapter of John, we hear that “the life was the light of all people.  The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.”  “The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.”  (John 1: 4b, 5, 9) 

John 3: 19 - 21 offers the sad commentary,  “This is the verdict: Light has come into 
the world,” “but people loved the darkness more than the light, for their actions were 
evil.  All who do evil hate the light and refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be 
exposed.  But those who do what is right come to the light, so others can see that they 
are doing what God wants.”    

God provides for restoration of light to our souls, but we must confess that we have 
offended God and avail ourselves of the light that Jesus offers, as expounded in John 
1:11, 12 “He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.  But to 
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 
God.” 
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Most Scripture quotations are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL 
VERSION.   

John 3: 19c - 21 is taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation.  

In turn, Christians are to reflect Jesus’ light in a dark, sinful world.  I John 2: 10 
explains that “Whoever loves his brother lives in the light, and there is nothing in him 
to make him stumble.”  This passage indicates the importance of living in harmony 
with one another and how our relationships with each other should reflect God’s light 
in our daily lives.  

God’s Word is Light in the darkness.  Psalm 119:105 proclaims,  “Your word is a lamp 
to my feet and a light for my path.”  God’s Word provides illumination for our minds, 
our thoughts, our hearts, and our souls.   

That is why Bible translation is so essential:  to provide the light of God’s Word to 
people groups in their heart language. Bible translation is truly providing light in the 
darkness.   

Susan Hugghins 

Scripture quotation is taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION.  
Susan Hugghins is a daughter of this church serving in full-time ministry as a Bible translator among 
the Mixtec people of Oaxaca, Mexico.   Susan’s sending agency, Wycliffe Bible Translators, is a non-
denominational organization; she raises her own funds to support this ministry. 
 
 
 

Prayer Chain 
 
The Prayer Chain is active. Please contact Sharon 
Anderegg at 605-692-4925 with any requests. You can 
also email prayer@brookingsmethodist.org and Pastor 
Pete will pray with you. 
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Harvest Table Update 
Harvest Table has begun serving meals again! It is fun to get back together with 
guests and volunteers from the community. Anyone is welcome to join us for a 
delicious meal on Monday evenings from 5:30pm-6:30pm.  As the prices of foods has 
increased, the Harvest Table pantry has seen more persons requesting food items. 
To keep the pantry stocked, we will always accept non-perishable food that is not 
expired. Some of the more requested items are canned fruits 
and vegetables, cereal, soup, canned meats, pasta and pasta 
sauce, peanut butter and jelly, and meals in a can such as 
SpaghettiOs and stew. Donations can be brought to Vonda’s 
office in the Community Life Center. Thank you for your 
support of Harvest Table. 

Vonda Kirkham, Harvest Table director 

Youth 2023 Conference & Mission Trip 
Youth grades 6-12 are invited to attend the YOUTH 2023 Conference & Mission Trip 
this summer in Daytona Beach. This event is a National Gathering for thousands of 
UMC Youth held every 4 years. The event focuses on worship, Bible study, service 
opportunities, and discipleship.  

Quick Facts: 
July 22-29, 2023 
Daytona Beach, Florida 

Cost: $1800  
Includes travel (flight), lodging, mission work, fun day, all meals 
2+ days of mission work 

Due to the expense, we are planning to do some fundraising to help offset the cost. 
For more information contact James or Cheryl Honomichl  
(605-690-5348), cjhonomichl@gmail.com. 
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In the life of the church… 

camp sunday 

 
 

Follow us on Facebook for 
more in the life of our church! 

/FUMCBrookings 
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CARE Group Card Making 

Church Leadership Retreat 
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Church Library 

The Church Library is gathering names of women who would be interested in a Book 
Club. If you are someone who loves books and sharing your thoughts with others, this 
is the group for you. 

Please let me know three things: 

1. Your name and email address. 
2. The books you are interested in. 
3. The time you are able to meet and how often. 

I will organize this information and let you know our options. 

My information is 605-690-3152 and ldhai@itctel.com. 

Thank you. 

Linda Kay Hai 

Finance Committee Report 
Last year our income was $660,000 and expenses were $654,000, however we actually 
had a projected expenditure of $732,000. We were able to manage the budget and 
decrease expenses while also funding some projects (basement kitchen remodel, 
upgrading screens in the Community Life Center) through special donations. 
 
In 2023 we have an expense budget of $740,000 and current projected income of 
$576,000. We have several upcoming projects for responsible maintenance which 
include the glazing of the narthex roof windows and sealing the parking lot.  For those 
who have not yet submitted 2023 
pledge cards, please consider turning 
in your card. For those who can 
stretch further, please consider doing 
so to help us meet our projected 2023 
budget.  
 

Tom Fishback,  
Finance Committee Chair 

mailto:ldhai@itctel.com
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Stained Glass Windows 
Thank you to our Memorials Committee and our Trustees for facilitating the 
installation of stained glass windows in the Narthex and Community Life Center! The 
windows were removed from our church buildings as part of expansion projects 
throughout the years and have been restored and reframed. 

From the Memorials Committee 
 
Stained glass windows have been removed from the church during various build-
ing projects. They have been in storage and are on display again thanks to memorial 
money. Eleven windows were restored and rewrapped so that they could be hung in 
windows at the church and Community Life Center. The sunlight shines through 
these windows again in the Narthex and at the top of the stairs in the CLC.  

Brenda Buus, Chair 
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