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FROM THE PASTORS ;
A Variety of Colors

By: Pastor Pete
Jesus loves the little children
All the children of the world
Red and yellow, black and white
All are precious in his sight....

Summer has come to an end and Fall has begun - says the year’s cal-
endar. This is the time of the year when we anticipate the days get-
ting shorter, the evenings cooler and the coffee pumpkin spiced. The
nicest thing about this season is the changing of the colors in the
trees. Brookings has a particularly beautiful collection of trees, and
the variety of colors on display is absolutely beautiful.

In the same way that we can see a variety of colorful leaves on a tree
and call it beautiful - I am challenging us to see the variety of people
around us and call each a beautiful addition to our common humanity.
I grieve the way we have allowed the polarization of our society to
become normal - and even desirable! We separate people into catego-
ries of “them” and “us” and in the process we stop interacting with
people who are “not like us”. Perhaps the fall leaves can be a remind-
er that “red and yellow, black and white - all are precious in his sight”.

My wife Jenny and I wish you God’s blessings as we all navigate our
way though the challenges of living safely during this time of the
coronavirus. Let us hang onto our sense of humor, and appreciate the
infinite variety that makes up our community. The best fall activity
we can share in is the act of generous kindness we show to the people
we encounter.

Pastor Pete

I FROM THE PASTORS
Worship Location Update

Hello friends! Join us starting October 3™ and continuing through November 21
for Sunday Worship in our Community Life Center at 10am. We will return to the
Sanctuary on November 28, the beginning of
Advent.

Pastor Krista

]
October Conversations with Pastor Pete

“I believe that Jesus Welcomes LGBTQ People”

You are invited to a series of Sunday evening discussions to be led by Pastor Pete. This will
be in the Sanctuary from 6-7pm. While some Christians believe that people who are not
heterosexual are condemned by God, this is not the only Christian view. Pastor Pete will
show how Jesus followers can include LGTBQ people. You are welcome to bring your ques-
tions and an open mind to these evenings. This is not an event for those who have already
decided that LGBTQ people are unwelcome in God’s family.

October 3" “Not Everything in the Bible is Christian”

This will look at how we read the Bible. There are clear verses that we choose to ignore,
and unclear verses that we embrace. We will reflect on reading the Bible through the eyes
of Jesus.

October 10" "The Big Six anti-gay verses”
We will examine the six verses in the Bible that have been used to condemn LGBTQ people
- and why they might not say what some Bible teachers say they do.

October 17t “Methodist People have changed their minds in the past - often”.

The Methodist Church has shifted ground on beliefs such as slavery, women pastors, and
divorce. Changing our minds is a sign of paying attention to the Spirit of God. It is OK to
change our traditional beliefs.




[ CHURCH CORNER .
2022 Annual Stewardship Campaign

During the first 3 weeks of October, we will focus on a stewardship campaign for 2022. Our
theme for the campaign is Faithfully Together. Throughout 2020 and 2021 our membership

Weekly Worship Schedule

Sundays: 3(3)822 ;‘;gfoaﬁfgfdoc (;lsia(%is IiBfI? 133 0AM) has been incredible at supporting First United Methodist Church. In 2022 we will continue
10:00am Sunday Morning Worship (in-person and online) to face issues that will make our tasks more difficult, but it is during this coming year that
12:00pm Virtual Coffee with the Pastors on Zoom we must remain faithful and work together to build more opportunities for our members
All day Virtual Children’s Church on Facebook and the Brookings community so that they can continue to build their faith, or to find that

Wednesday:  6:00pm Manna in the Middle Worship (CLC and online)

Check out our website: www.brookingsmethodist.org

MANNA

in the

MIDDLE

W EDNESDAYSS

Community Meal 5-6:00 p.m.
Worship 6-6:45 p.m. - Life Groups

feed yvour soul
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faith in Jesus.
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ings community and beyond.

Matt Miller, Finance Committee Chair

Blessing of the Animals

For many of us, our beloved pets are simply
another member of the family. We invite
you to bring your pet on Sunday, October
37, at 2:00pm for a special blessing. We'll
gather in the
fenced-in green
space on the
west side of the
church building.
All pets are wel-
come!

The Faithfully Together stewardship campaign will allow us to create a budget for 2022.
With a budget we can plan opportunities that First United Methodist Church can offer to
the community of Brookings. There has been much accomplished by past and current
members, but these things are because we have prayed together, worked together, and
faithfully given together. We ask that you prayerfully consider your gifts to First United

In October we will hold our pledge drive. Pastors Pete and Krista will provide words from
John Wesley during the first 3 weeks of the month. Pledge Sunday will be on October 17t
and we will celebrate all the prayerfully considered gifts received. Our faithful worship,
community work and gifts will allow the story of Jesus to continue to be told to the Brook-

Year-to-date financials as of Aug 31, 2021:

Income: $436,803
Expenses: $408,185

Net balance: $ 28,618

Hobo Day Hospitality

FUMC and First On Campus will host a hot
cocoa and goodies table during the Hobo
Day Parade on Oct 23™. Please use the sig-
nup genius to volunteer your time or bak-
ing talents! https://
www.sighupgenius.com/
g0/10C044AAEAA2AA3F85-hobo

Please contact the church office if you have
any questions.



EDUCATION CORNER IR

All Treats, No Tricks!

Since Halloween happens to fall on a Sunday this year, and it’s a 5™ Sunday which is a Fam-
ily Friendly service, we decided to have a fun day and offer a trick or treating event after
church from 11:00-12:00. Children are encouraged to wear their Halloween costumes to
Sunday school, church and therefore be ready to trick or treat after church!

If anyone would like to participate by providing a
trick or treating booth for the children, that would { \
be great! Just let Gretchen know at educa-

tion@brookingsmethodist.org or call the office.

It will be held outside on our green space to the
west of the education building for ease of distanc-
ing. Join in the fun and come to trick or treat or
provide a booth!

Gretchenw Knutsovw

Singles Group

The Singles group would like to invite all singles to their next meeting which will be on
October 4 at 5:15pm in the Sr. high youth room. They meet from 5:15pm-7:00ish. They
are using the book by Adam Hamilton entitled John - The Gospel of Light and Life. John’s
portrayal of Jesus is markedly different from that of the other gospels. Discover that dif-
ference and much more.

Calendars for Sale

Be sure to pick up a wall calendar for $10 at the Welcome
Centers in the church and CLC. The money raised will go
toward the youth for mission trips and other youth
events. You may also purchase them during the week at
the education or church office.

October

L Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

3 4 5 6
9:00am—Adult Class (Dr Murphy) 10am—Healthy Movement Class 10am—Communion at 8am—TOP
9:00am—Sunday School (2yr to adults) (CLC) The Neighborhoods 10am—He
9:30am—Radio broadcast (KBRK) 5:15pm—Singles Bible Study 5pm—New Day Al-Anon | 4pm—Chi
10am—Sunday Morning Worship 5:30pm—SPR meeting 6pm—]Jubilee Ringers 5pm—Mar
12pm—Virtual coffee with pastors 7pm—Worship Committee meeting 5pm—Mat
4:30pm—Cross Work Emmaus 6pm—Mat
6:00pm—Oct Conversations -Pastor Pete 7pm—Con
10 11 12 13
9:00am—Adult Class (Dr Murphy) Native American Day 5pm—New Day Al-Anon | 8am—TOP
9:00am—Sunday School (2yr to adults) Church Office closed 5:00pm—FUMC Founda- | 10am—He
9:30am—Radio broadcast (KBRK) 9:15am—Feeding SD Mobile Food tion meeting 4pm—Chi
10am—Sunday Morning Worship Truck 6pm—Jubilee Ringers 5pm—Mat
12pm—Virtual coffee with pastors 10am—Healthy Movement Class 6pm—Mar
6:00pm—Oct Conversations-Pastor Pete | (CLC) 7pm—Con
11:30am—First On Campus Student
Org Meeting
17 18 19 20
9:00am—Adult Class (Dr Murphy) 10am—Communion at ULC 1:30pm—CARE Group 8am—TOP
9:00am—Sunday School (2 yr to adults) | 10am—Healthy Movement Class meeting 10am—Al:
9:30am—Radio broadcast (KBRK) (cLo) 5pm—New Day Al-Anon | 10am—He
10am—Sunday Morning Worship 5:15pm—Singles Bible Study 6pm—]Jubilee Ringers 4pm—Chi
12pm—Virtual coffee with pastors 5:30pm—Finance Committee meet- 5pm—Mat
4:30pm—Cross Work Emmaus ing 6pm—Mat
6:00pm—Oct Conversations-Pastor Pete 7pm—Con
24 25 26 27
9:00am—Adult Class (Dr Murphy) 10am-Healthy Movement Class 5pm—New Day Al-Anon | 8am—TOP
9:00am—Sunday School (2yr to adults) 11:30am—First On Campus Student | 6pm—Jubilee Ringers 10am—He
9:30am—Radio broadcast (KBRK) Org Meeting 4pm—Chi
10am—Sunday Morning Worship 5pm—Mat
12pm—Virtual coffee with pastors 6pm—Mar
7pm—Con
31 Fifth Sunday-Family Sunday
9:00am No Sunday School
9:00am—Adult Class (Dr Murphy)
9:30am—Radio broadcast (KBRK)
10am—Sunday Morning Worship
11am—All Treats, No Tricks event
12pm—Virtual coffee with pastors




2021

Thu

Fri

1 2
6:30am—Men’s Breakfast
10am—Healthy Movement
Class (CLC)
7 8 9
S 7:25am—SDSU Student Union 6:30am—Men’s Breakfast
althy Movement Class (CLC) prayer group 10am—Healthy Movement
ning Children 10am—The Savvy Caregiver Class | Class (CLC)
ina meal, Youth Bells 6:30pm—Cub Scouts
ina Meal
ina Worship
firmation & Church Life Groups
14 15 16
S 7:25am—SDSU Student Union 6:30am—Men’s Breakfast 9am—Piecemakers
althy Movement Class (CLC) prayer group 10am—Healthy Movement | Quilting Group
ning Children 10am—The Savvy Caregiver Class | Class (CLC) 4pm—Wedding
ina meal, Youth Bells 5:30pm—Mission Committee 5pm—Wedding Rehearsal
ina Worship meeting

firmation & Church Life Groups

6pm—Cub Scouts

21 22 23
S 7:25am—SDSU Student Union 6:30am—Men’s Breakfast Hobo Day
heimer’s Support Group prayer group 10am—Healthy Movement
althy Movement Class (CLC) 10am—The Savvy Caregiver Class | Class (CLC)
ning Children 10:00am—Communion at Edge-
1na meal, Youth Bells wood Vista
ina Worship 10:30am—Communion at Ston-
firmation & Church Life Groups eybrook Suites
6pm—United Methodist Men
6pm—Cub Scouts
28 29 30
S 7:25am—SDSU Student Union 6:30am—Men’s Breakfast
althy Movement Class (CLC) prayer group 10am—Healthy Movement
ning Children 10am—The Savvy Caregiver Class | Class (CLC)
1ina meal, Youth Bells 1pm—Tie Quilters
ina Worship

firmation & Church Life Groups

MISSION CORNER |

World Communion Sunday #onething
The Mission Committee is designating the #onething

offering for all of October to World Communion Sunday. Please give generously to this
vital mission of the United Methodist Church. Write your check or use the online giving
option to take part in this offering!

World Communion Sunday focuses the attention of United Methodists on the universal
and inclusive nature of the church. Offerings collected in United Methodist churches on
World Communion Sunday are used to fund scholarships for young scholars and seminari-
ans. Donations equip racial and ethnic-minority students in the United States and inter-
national students to transform the church and communities. Half of the proceeds from
the offering is for World Communion Sunday Scholars administered by the General Board
of Global Ministries. The remaining half is to be used for the Ethnic Scholarship Program
and the Ethnic In-Service Training Program, which are administered by the General Board
of Higher Education and Ministry.

Missions Committee

kiva

The Mission Committee originally loaned $800 through KIVA.org about 4 years ago.
Entrepreneurs seek loans to improve their business, farm, or educational opportuni-
ties along with other options. We received a generous donation of $5,500 earlier this
year to invest in this program. Currently the church has $5,300 in outstanding loans
with monthly payments coming in continuously. So far, 165 total loans have been
made totalling $8,000, many to agricultural programs including raising cattle and
crops. The default rate on these loans is currently 0.29%. Thanks to this congrega-
tion's generosity, many around the globe are able to improve their lives through their
own initiative. Thank you !




I MISSION CORNER -

Covenant Relationships ¢

Our congregation has been involved in Covenant Relationships with

missionaries for quite a number of years! For the last 5-6 years we C .
have covenanted with two couples, both from the Dakotas Confer- THEH,EBI!EE(EHERE
ence. Ardell and Gordon Graner have been stationed in Bolivia and

the Dominican Republic. Evelyn and Terrence Erbele did missionary work in Lithuania,
Alaska, and lately have done itineration duties in the Western Jurisdiction. Both couples
are retiring this year.

The Mission Committee has voted to covenant with Nan McCurdy and her husband Mi-
guel Mairena who are working with Give Ye Them To Eat (GYTTE) in Mexico. We will also
support the work of Marj Evans de Carpio, director of Solar Oven Partners, whose salary
support is being weaned from the Conference Budget. A reminder, Solar Oven Partners
was started in the Brookings First UMC Congregation and the office is in Brookings. These
funds will go out later this year. To understand more of the direction of these missionaries
please visit their websites:

https://solarovenpartners.org/ and https://www.gytte.org/ or read this recent newslet-
ter from GYTTE: https://www.gytte.org/GYTTE%20Newsletter-July%202021.pdf

We will maintain our connection with Susan Hugghins, Wycliffe Bible Translators.

Meals on Wheels Schedule

Meals on Wheels is dedicated to providing area seniors with the necessary nutritional sup-
port to protect them against food insecurity and to help them continue to live independent
and fulfilling lives. FUMC has been assisting this local program for over 20 years. Four
times a year FUMC volunteers show God’s love and take their turn making these food deliv-
eries for one week.

I am now seeking volunteers for this years last round of Meals on Wheels:

October 25 - 29 and November 1 -5.

FIRST UNITED
\ merHonisT AR,
, SR00KINGS BB i

Please consider being a part of this FUMC mission. Contact Perry
Johnson at perbar3@mac.com or phone 605 692 1340 to be assigned
aroute.

Perry Johwmsow

F CAMPUS MINISTRY CORNER
Campus Ministry

Campus ministry is off and running! We are so
grateful to so many of you who have donated
time, sweat equity, furniture, materials and
funds to help us reach out to these amazing
SDSU students. Our Wednesday evening pro-
gramming has started, and we have so far wel-
comed Brookings County Youth Mentoring Pro-
gram to our life group and started our Animate:
Faith study series. Since the start of the aca-
demic year, we have been able to have over 170
meaningful student interactions—and we've
spread the word to many more!

Upcoming activities include a visit from Solar Oven Partners in October, Garrett-Evangelical
Theological Seminary in November, and a pizza/bonfire night at Good Roots Farm and Gardens
in the coming weeks. Stay tuned, and be sure to check out our campus ministry room above
the office in the main church! The coffee’s on!

Pastor Kristow S T

%‘:“Pﬂs ¢

Pumpkin Power!

s Need to spruce up your home with the colors of Fall? You
can, and support our Methodist Campus Ministry at SDSU in
: the process! First On Campus is having a pumpkin sale. For
. $4 each or 3 for $10, you can support our campus ministry
and get some adorable pumpkins. Just give online at brook-
ingsmethodist.org (select the “Give Online” button, click
s “Donate”, then choose “pumpkin purchase”); or place your
| donation in the blue money box on Wednesdays or Sundays
at worship. Then simply pick your pumpkins, located on the
| north side of the church building in the prayer garden (we’re
going by the honor system folks). And thank you for sup-

) porting our campus ministry!
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Susan's Saga

In Ephesians Chapter 6, we find instructions that are relevant for today: "....be strong in the
Lord, and in the strength of His might." The emphasis is not on our own strength or mental
acuity or prowess, but on the Lord's supreme, overarching power.

In the subsequent verses, there is an extended analogy about appropriating the armor that
God provides. Again, it is not our own strategies or personal abilities or adroitness that will
enable us to resist, but the armament that God supplies. The figure of armor is used, as
there is an all-out war that is going on. However, as II Chronicles 20:15 reminds us, "....the
battle is not yours, but God's."

Since it is a spiritual struggle, then we need to be equipped to fight. Therefore, there is a list
of 5 protective items that are necessary for battle, including the foundational values of
truth, righteousness, Gospel of peace, faith, and salvation. All of these are primarily for de-
fense against the enemy.

There is one weapon that is mentioned that is for offense, and that is the "sword of the Spir-
it, which is the word of God." In Luke 4, Jesus adeptly uses Scripture to counter tempta-
tion. We are to follow His model of making use of God's Word in the ongoing spiritual battle
of which we are a part.

Those who are speakers of English have the whole Bible available in a wide variety of trans-
lations. We need to be prepared to use it, by reading, memorizing, and hearing the Word.

However, there are still many people groups around the world who do not yet have this val-
uable tool in their armament. The need for having access to the "sword of the Spirit, which
is the word of God" is one of the main motivators for continuing with the ministry of Bible
translation.

Thank you for your part in this translation project for one such people group.

Susan Hugghing

Scripture quotes are taken from the New American Standard Bible, Ephesians 6:10, 17 and 1I
Chronicles 20:15.

Susan Hugghins is a daughter of this church serving in full-time ministry as a Bible transla-
tor among the Mixtec people of Oaxaca, Mexico. Susan’s sending agency, Wycliffe Bible
Translators, is a non-denominational organization; she raises her own funds to support this
ministry.

First United Methodist Church
625 Fifth Street
Brookings, SD 57006
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