
 

 

FOCUS 
N E W S L E T T E R  

               MAY 2023 
FROM THE PASTOR 

Summertime 
Rejoice in the Lord and be glad, you 
righteous; 
    sing, all you who are upright in heart! 
(Psalm 32:11) 
 
“Summertime, and the livin’ is easy…” 
are words from an aria composed in 
1933-34 by George Gershwin for the opera “Porgy & Bess.” . But 
in this opera, and in the world this opera was sung, the livin’ 
wasn’t so easy.  Act 1 of the opera, Clara sang it as a lullaby to 
her baby & in Act 3 Bess sang it to Clara’s orphaned baby after 
both parents died in a storm. And in 1933-34 Hitler was elected 
German Chancellor, Roosevelt closed banks for a few days to 
stop “speculative activity”, and severe dust storms blew 350 
million tons of topsoil from the US West to the East Coast.  
It is, however, possible to sing our joys, despite difficult times. 
Singing gives us joy and courage and enables us to face many 
adversities. Psalm 32 (quoted above) is an example of singing, 
despite difficulty. The earlier words of this psalm refer to the 
writer’s “bones wasting away” and the hand of God “heavy on 
me” as “my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer”. Yet 
the Psalmist insists that we should rejoice in the Lord and be 
glad.  As we move from winter into summer, let us not lose our 
songs of joy, and praise and wonder that we sang at Christmas 
and Easter.   
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I am away in Cape Town, South Africa, for my daughter’s wedding. I have invited 
pastors who have shared your lives in the history of our church to preach while I am 
away. I am grateful that they have been willing to stand in for me, and wish you God’s 
blessing over the next few weeks as you get to worship with them. 

 
Pastor Pete 

 

Stellar– Shine Jesus’ Light!   
Vacation Bible School is an outer space theme and will be out of this world fun!  The 
dates for VBS are Tuesday-Friday, June 20-22.  We will be recruiting soon for leaders.  
If you know that you would like to help, please contact one of the directors – Penny 
Eliason, Christi Holbeck or myself.  
Put those dates on your calendar as you won’t want to miss this one!   
 

Gretchen Knutson, Education Director 
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Senior High Youth Group! 
The Sr. High youth welcomed a couple of 8th graders and wrapped up a successful 
year by playing sardines and eating ice cream! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trustees Committee 

The church signage committee has completed plans for new interior and exterior 
signage.  These will likely be installed in stages over the next few months.  Minor 
plumbing leaks in the education wing and CLC have been addressed and drinking 
fountains are being worked on. Many projects including roof repairs, parking lot 
sealing and Narthex skylight repair and maintenance have been started now that the 
snow has melted. We continue to have routine maintenance done on critical systems 
including replacement of worn out lighting fixtures with LED lighting.   

 

Rick Hieb, Trustee Committee Chair 
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Summer Church Camp Registration Is Open! 
Registration for summer church camp is still open!  Please go to www.dakcamps.org 
to register. And remember that there are camps for every age and interest!   

If you have a favorite camp you would like to 
attend, be sure to get registered soon. The 
church is offering a 75% scholarship for 
camps again this year. All you need to do to 
receive this scholarship is to enter 
brookingscampers in the registration 
process.  Further scholarships are available 
locally and at the conference level.  Please 
contact Gretchen 
(education@brookingsmethodist.org) for 
further assistance. 

Gretchen Knutson, Education Director 

Annual Conference 
The thirtieth session of the Dakotas Annual Conference will 
be held June 8-10, 2023, at Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 
The gathering will include inspiring worship, business, 
conversations about who and where we are, and celebrating 
clergy milestones. At Dakotas Annual Conference, a Miracle 
Offering will be received. Our 2023 Miracle Offering will be 
for Adolescent Mental Health and Suicide Prevention. We 
will collectively gather our resources to make an 
impact. Brookings First United Methodist Church will be 
taking a special offering on Sunday, June 4th to be taken to 
Annual Conference. More information will be forthcoming. 
 
 

Nancy Bohlen, Church Council Chair 
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Congregational Care Ministry 
Dear Friends of Brookings First United Church, 

Your church friends care about you! We would like to support you through life’s ups 
and downs, such as illnesses, surgeries, new babies, loss in the family, marriage, 
divorce, or any other life events. We have a Prayer, Visitation, Card and Meal 
Ministry set up to provide help in a variety of ways. BUT, if we don’t know about 
your family crisis/celebration, we cannot help. The hospitals cannot reveal the 
names of patients as they did in the past. Please give the church office a call  
(605-692-4345) or email office@brookingsmethodist.org and let us know what is 
happening in your life. We want to put our Love in Action. 

 
Joanie Holm, Congregational Care Ministry 
 

Staff Parish Relations 
We welcome Shawn Stemsrud as our Choir 
Director/Organist.  Shawn is from Milbank, now 
living in Brookings, graduating from South Dakota 
Sate University in 2022 with a Bachelor of Music 
Education.  He has roots in the Lutheran church 
and is employed as Vocal Music Director/General 
Music Teacher at George S. Mickelson Middle 
School.  He is engaged and looking forward to 
starting in summer.  Welcome Shawn when you see 
him! 
 
The Manna Cook position continues to be open and if you would happen to know 
someone who loves to cook big quantities and loves serving people, direct them to 
email the church  at office@brookingsmethodist.org or call 605-692-4345! 
 

Larry Hult, Staff Parish Relations Chair 
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United Women of Faith 
The May General Meeting will be held on Thursday, May 18th with 
a quest speaker,  
Pastor Susan Jenny.  It will be a salad luncheon starting at 10:30 in 
the church Fellowship Room.  The title of Pastor Jenny talk is 
“Missing, Murdered Indigenous Women”.  The percentage of indig-
enous women that have disappeared is much higher than the na-
tional average.  We hope to raise the awareness of this through our speaker. 
We have invited women from the surrounding United Women of Faith to join us.  It 
will be an eye opening experience you won’t want to miss.  We are asking to RSVP for 
a luncheon count to Judi DeZeeuw at jdezee@gmail.com or Linda Kay Hai at 
ldhai@itctel.com or Sandra Ballou at momballou@hotmail.com. 
We would love to have you join us!   

Sandra Ballou, United Women of Faith 

Mission Trip 
I have done some preparatory work on the possibility of a trip to South Africa. This 
will be difficult to arrange for 2023 but can better be arranged for April 2024. I would 
plan to go for the last two weeks of April 2024. This trip would visit Cape Town, where 
we would visit the oldest Methodist Church in Africa, offer some assistance to a Meth-
odist children’s home for orphans, ascend Table Mountain, and take a turn through a 
game reserve.  You will need to be in good health as the trip to Africa is long and tir-
ing. You would also need to be emotionally flexible, as South Africa experiences peri-
ods without electricity every day, and therefore plans might change during the time 
there.  

Pastor Pete 

Church Office Hours 
M-F 8:30 am—12:00pm  Please note that the church office will be closed on the following day: 

May 29 ~ Memorial Day 

mailto:jdezee@gmail.com
mailto:ldhai@itctel.com
mailto:momballou@hotmail.com
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Youth 2023 Conference & Mission Trip 
Youth grades 6-12 are invited to attend the YOUTH 2023 Conference & Mission Trip 
this summer in Daytona Beach. This event is a National Gathering for thousands of 
UMC Youth held every 4 years. The event focuses on worship, Bible study, service 
opportunities, and discipleship.  

Quick Facts: 
July 22-29, 2023 
Daytona Beach, Florida 

 

Due to the expense, we are planning to do some fundraising to help offset the cost. 
For more information contact James or Cheryl Honomichl  
(605-690-5348), cjhonomichl@gmail.com 

Cost: $1800  
Includes travel (flight), lodging, mission work, 
fun day, all meals, 2+ days of mission work 
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Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
BED BUILD / June 25—Volunteers and Donations needed 

Brookings First United Methodist Church is sponsoring 
a bed build for Sleep In Heavenly Peace (SHP) on June 
25.  The picture shows two beds put together in bunk 
bed fashion.  Each bed is placed in a home with sheets, a 
quilt, and a pillow.    

The beds cost ~$200 each for all materials and 
placement.  Brookings First UMC is planning on 
building 25 beds during our build in the parking lot 
west of the Community Life Center.  (~$5000 needed).  
You can help build and/or donate funds!  Sponsor a 
whole bed or part of one.  SEND YOUR DONATION to the 
church office for the SHP bed build or give online through the church website for the 
SHP offering.   (FYI – the mission committee has put $500 aside as seed money to start 
the fund!) 

VOLUNTEER: Then you can lend your hands and feet to the actual building of the 
beds.  The Build will begin around 9 AM Sunday June 25 and will go for a couple of 
hours.  All ages and level of carpentry experience are welcome!  All Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE) will be furnished along with instruction for building the 
beds. (If you have your own PPE you want to use, feel free to do so!) 

On the day of the build, all materials, equipment, etc is provided.  You need to bring 
only your enthusiasm for mission and love for folks within a 50 mile radius of 
Brookings who do not have a bed to sleep in.  

Send in your donations and/or sign up for the build by emailing 
office@brookingsmethodist.org or call Lynelle Hagedorn at the church office (605-692
-4345).  There will also be signup sheets at the Welcome Center in the Narthex!   There 
are also brochures about SHP available at the Welcome Center to further educate 
yourselves!  If you have questions feel free to call Charlie Schnabel  (605-695-9806). 

THANK YOU! 
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Susan's Saga  
I just had the privilege of attending a congress focusing on indigenous languages of 
Oaxaca.  

The motivation behind this congress is somewhat unusual, in that it seeks to be a 
bridge between those doing academic research in the languages and the speakers of 
the languages themselves.  It is not just presenting dry papers with lots of 
unintelligible technical terms, but also includes topics such as the challenges of 
language revitalization and ideas for literacy in the languages.   

The organizers said they want to get those investigating the languages out of their 
cubicles and in Oaxaca, the seat of where these languages are spoken.  

Every time this congress is held, there are more and more indigenous people 
presenting papers.  Many of them are pursuing advanced degrees.  It is a robust mix 
of people from around the world along with Mexican academics and indigenous 
people.  A wide range of languages and variants is represented.   

Usually this congress is held every other year, but there has been a gap of five years 
since the last one, due to the pandemic.  It was a very stimulating three days, and it 
was fun to reconnect with people after this long hiatus.  

Intellectual research is compatible with Scripture translation, as both emphasize the 
importance that God places on each people group.   

 

Susan Hugghins 

Scripture quotation is taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION.  
Susan Hugghins is a daughter of this church serving in full-time ministry as a Bible translator among 
the Mixtec people of Oaxaca, Mexico.   Susan’s sending agency, Wycliffe Bible Translators, is a non-
denominational organization; she raises her own funds to support this ministry. 
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Harvest Table  
Harvest Table has open dates this summer for a group to serve a meal to our guests 
on a Monday evening. This includes choosing a menu, purchasing the food, preparing 
the food, serving the meal, and cleaning up. A group can be an organization, club, 
church group, neighborhood group, family group, or any other type of group you 
choose. For more information and to schedule a date to serve, please contact Vonda.  
Thank you, we appreciate your willingness to serve those in our community. 
 

Vonda Kirkham, Harvest Table Director 

 

Thank you! 
A big thank you to Lynette Smith for directing the Chiming Children choir this past 
year.  She lead 7 regular chimers on Wednesday afternoon to prepare music for both 
the Manna Service  at 6 PM on Wednesday and the Sunday AM Service. This is no 
small task to select and prepare music for the choir.   
Best of all, Lynette always provides a Christmas party and a yearend party for her 
chime choir. This is a big hit with the kids!  Thank you, Lynette, for your dedication, 
your love for Jesus and for these children who are blessed by your guidance each 
Wednesday afternoon!  
 

Summer Music for Worship 
I am looking forward to planning music for summer worship.  That means that I am 
hoping folks will give me a call and let me know what music you have prepared that 
you would like to share in worship.  As your summer vacation plans shape up, please 
consider how you and your family can participate musically in worship.  I am think-
ing of piano or band students that have learned to play hymns in their lessons, a 
handbell solo or small ensemble, vocal contributions to name a few.  I can also help 
you pick some music if you would like.  Hope to hear from you soon! 
 

Brenda Hieb, Music Coordinator   
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Foundation: Living the Gospel 
DISCIPLE MAKING 
We are dedicated to the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world in the tradition of John Wesley. 
We are committed to making disciples...  
      - For the creation of a more just and inclusive world, united in the love of God. 
      - Who are grounded in the teachings and example of Jesus Christ. 
      - Who are anchored in Scripture and formed by tradition, experience and reason. 
      - Who live a life of personal piety and social holiness. 

BELONGING & INCLUSION 
All belong and will be loved in The UMC. All will be heard, respected and engaged. All 
will be free to develop their personal relationship with God and to serve fully in the 
ministry of Jesus Christ. 
I want to be part of a Church...  
      - With different backgrounds, opinions and gifts. 
      - That affirms the wholeness of everyone. We are LGBTQ+, people of many abilities 
 and people in many life situations. 
      - That is dismantling racism. 
      - Where, when communion is celebrated, everyone is invited to the table. 
 
That is diverse and where I'm not expected to think like everyone else. 

Nancy Bohlen, Church Council Chair 
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Church Staff 
Pastoral Staff 

Pete Grassow…………………..pastorpete@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Education Director 

Gretchen Knutson………….. education@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Community Life Center Director 

Vonda Kirkham…….….communitylife@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Office Manager 

Lynelle Hagedorn………….…..…...office@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Financial Coordinator  
    Linda Kay Hai ……………………...finance@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Worship Tech/Media Director and Facility Manager 

Sam Becker…………………………….media@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Tech Coordinator 

Paul Schmidt…………………………….tech@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Wednesday Activities Coordinator 
Sammi Carney…………….wedactivities@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Music Coordinator 
Brenda Hieb…………musiccoordinator@brookingsmethodist.org 
  

Choir Director 
Shawn Stemrud……………………….music@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Campus Ministry Coordinator 
Becca Hermann…………………….campus@brookingsmethodist.org 

 
Congregation Caring Coordinator 

Joanie Holm…………………………………...…….….jholm229@gmail.com 
 
Organists:                          Manna Cook: 
     Joan Riessen                      
     MK Hugghins 

Connect with us! 
Church Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri:  8:30am-12:00 pm 
 
Need prayer? Email 
prayer@brookingsmethodist.org 
and Pastor Pete will pray with 
you! 

/FUMCBrookings 

@brookingsfumc 
First United 
Methodist Brookings 

brookingsmethodist.org 

Give Online to Brookings First United Methodist Church! 
Without your gifts, none of our community ministries would be possible. We have 
easy ways to give online or scan the QR code for more information: 

1) VANCO MOBILE APP: Download the Vanco Mobile app 
       from the App Store or Google Play. Once installed, search 
       “Brookings”, select FUMC, and follow directions. 
2) TEXT: Send a text message to 605-250-0807 with the 
      dollar amount of the gift and follow directions. 

mailto:music@brookingsmethodist.org
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Summer Weekly Worship Schedule 
Sundays:   9:30am  Radio Broadcast (on KBRK 1430AM) 
  10:00am  Sunday Morning Worship (in-person and online) 
 
 
 

Watch Online Anytime! 

Radio Broadcast Sponsorships  
There are many dates available in June and for the remainder of 
the year.  
Now is the time to sign up for a radio broadcast 
sponsorship in 2023.  If you would like to sponsor a broadcast at $60 in memory, 
honor, or celebration of a loved one or anniversary, you may: 

      - Visit brookingsmethodist.org and click on RADIO BROADCAST SPONSORS  
      - Contact the office at 605-692-4345  
      - Email office@brookingsmethodist.org  

http://www.brookingsmethodist.org/
mailto:office@brookingsmethodist.org
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#onething 
It’s Tool Time! 

Father’s Day: June is Habitat for Humanity 
month! 

Honor or Remember your father or beloved male friend/relative with a $10 
donation throughout May. All donations will go to the Local Habitat for Humanity 
Chapter in Brookings. Through the years we have called this offering Tool Time and 
continue to honor this tradition. 

Many from our congregation have served or are serving with the local Habitat 
affiliate with their building skills, feeding the workers a nutritious noon time meal, 
or volunteering to paint. If you are interested in becoming more involved, call the 
office! In the meantime, donate to their projects through #onething. 

Coupons will be at the Welcome Centers throughout May for you to list the name of 
the person you wish to honor/remember. You can drop off the coupon and your 
donation in the church office.  

For remote giving, you can donate through the #onething online donation link at 
the Brookings FUMC website (www.brookingsmethodist.org/donate.html). If you 
donate online, please email the church office (office@brookingsmethodist.org) 
indicating the names of those you are honoring/remembering. If you wish, put an H 
by the honoree’s name and an R by those you are remembering. (i.e., John Doe - R, 
Johnny Dow - H).  

Checks can also be sent to the church office with your list. A list of honorees will 
listed in the bulletin on Father’s Day (June 18), and in the July FOCUS.  
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Time for Slush … Buckets? 
The Slush Booth is a few months away and we need about 30-40 additional ice cream 
buckets for making slush. Do you have clean, one-gallon ice cream buckets with lids 
you could donate? If so, please bring them to the church. There will be a tote in the 
basement under the south stairs (by the elevator).  

James Honomichl,  Slush Master 

August Church Camping Opportunity 
For several years, our church has held a camping weekend the first weekend in August 
at Oakwood Lakes State Park.  This year the dates will be August 4-6.  It is a weekend of 
relaxation, a couple of meals together and lots of good stories! If you are interested in 
knowing more about the weekend, please talk to Gretchen.  If you know you would 
like to participate, let Gretchen know so a spot can be reserved for you. 

Worship Committee/Hospitality 
We are excited to launch a new updated rotation of volunteers to provide hospitality 
to all who enter our church for worship.  This rotation includes ushers, welcome cen-
ter host, greeters, and coffee host.  This new rotation will begin Sunday Feb 5.  The 
schedule is set up to repeat itself quarterly. That means most folks will serve 4 times a 
year.  A few are on the schedule more that 4 times.   

Each quarter there is a designated coordinator to assist with any substitutions and/or 
trades that may be needed.  Hopefully by reviewing the schedule in advance and not-
ing the dates you are on to serve in your personal calendars, you will be able to easily 
make changes with others as needed.  

Packets with the rotation calendar, lists of volunteer contact information and descrip-
tion of duties have prepared for each household of volunteers.  You will either have 
received your packet at church on Sunday, January 29 or in the mail this week.  Our 
church office will send out a reminder by email every Monday, prior to the Sunday 
you are scheduled.   
We are so grateful to all who have joyfully served in all of these capacities this past 
year.  We have made many calls and appreciate the generosity of time and welcome 
each of you have shown to our church family and guests.  
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Finance Committee Report 
Greetings!  

With May’s FOCUS report, the Finance Committee would like to draw the 
congregation’s attention to two important issues that may impact you.  Both stem 
from problems generated by the church’s financial software called “Church 
Windows.” 

It came to our attention that not all giving statements were sent for donations and 
pledges made in 2022.  If you are missing a giving statement for 2022, please contact 
us.  We will make sure one gets issued as quickly as possible. 

The Finance Committee was also recently notified that some congregants’ automatic 
payments may not be getting pulled from your bank account.  If you have set up 
automatic payments, please review your records to verify if automatic payments are 
being transferred.  Should you discover that your donation(s) or pledge(s) have not 
been made, please let us know.  We would like to work with you on the best way to 
correct this issue and ensure there are no problems moving forward. 

The Finance Committee apologizes for both inconveniences and ask for your patience 
and understanding as we work to resolve them. Please contact: 
Linda Kay Hai, Financial Coordinator at 605-692-4345 or email 
finance@brookingsmethodist,org  
 

Tom Fishback,  Finance Committee Chair 

Give Online to Brookings First United Methodist Church! 
Without your gifts, none of our community ministries would be possible. We have 
easy ways to give online or scan the QR code for more information: 

1) VANCO MOBILE APP: Download the Vanco Mobile app 
       from the App Store or Google Play. Once installed, search 
       “Brookings”, select FUMC, and follow directions. 
2) TEXT: Send a text message to 605-250-0807 with the 
      dollar amount of the gift and follow directions. 
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Thank You! 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to our ‘Together’ capital campaign for their 
generosity (and patience!)  that enabled us to install a digital sign on 6th street! We 
are very excited to use this new tool to reach out to our community! 

Sam Becker,  Facility Manager 
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