
 

 

FOCUS 
N E W S L E T T E R  

        January 2025 
FROM THE PASTOR 
Friends of Brookings First UMC 
Thank you for your kindness and warm 
welcome so far! I officially joined the 
incredible staff team here just one week 
ago, and already I am beginning to feel 
right at home. From the kind words of 
welcome (and cake!) our first weekend 
worshipping together, to your incredibly 
helpful use of name tags (please keep 
using them!), to getting to know some of you through meetings 
or at your monthly SOUL lunch gathering and more: thank you, 
thank you! Your hospitality is generous and your warm, 
welcoming spirits are a gift.   

In many ways, this transition has felt different than others I 
have had as a pastor, as I have not been serving a congregation 
for the past 6 months. Instead, I have been serving as a Regional 
Strategist for the Dakotas Conference during this interim time 
following my tenure as Senior Pastor at First UMC in 
Watertown, SD. While this position was a wonderful gift in 
many ways I am still reflecting on, I have missed many things 
that come alongside the gift of getting to serve as Pastor. First 
and foremost, I have missed the gift of community that comes 
from being a part of a faith community.   

One of my favorite parts of community, is when we get to take 
the time to know one another’s stories. In the coming months, I 
look forward to opportunities to share more of my story and 
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what make me, me. Yet even more than that, I look forward getting to know your 
stories. That’s where I hope you can help me: I’d love to share a meal or cup of 
coffee with as many of you as possible in coming weeks. Would you be willing to 
get a couple of friends together and have all of us over for coffee so we can get to 
know each other better? Do you know of friends in the church that can’t get out like 
they used to that I should pop in to visit and meet? Or are you looking for an excuse to 
leave the house, and maybe you’d like to join me for a cup of coffee at Kool Beans on a 
Thursday in January, since I’ll be there with “public office hours” from 1-3pm? (Public 
office hours simply means I will be working in a public space, but actually hoping you 
will interrupt me and talk to me. I’d definitely rather connect to you than look at my 
computer!)    

Whether you’re gathering friends, sending me on visits, or joining me at Kool Beans, I 
hope we can connect and share our stories soon. I look forward to hearing from you!  

 

Pastor Jen ,   

605-692-4345 
pastorjen@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

 

A Note of Thanks  
A big Thank You for the Worship Committee and the people  who bring the spirit of 
Christmas and the telling of the Christmas story through thoughtful and beautiful 
decorations.  Thank you to Lori DeBoer who kept the poinsettias and the plants 
looking beautiful.  
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Administrative Council 
Dear Church Family, 

It is with great joy and anticipation that we welcome Pastor Jen Osterloh as the new 
pastor of Brookings First United Methodist Church. We are truly blessed to have her 
join our church family, and we look forward to the leadership, guidance, and spiritual 
growth that she will help nurture within our congregation. 

Pastor Jen Osterloh comes to us with a heart full of passion for the gospel and a deep 
desire to serve and shepherd God’s people.  In July, Pastor Jen was appointed to the 
Conference staff as a Regional Strategist for the Brookings area. She has partnered 
with our new district superintendent, Brandon Vetter, as well as leaders from 
Brookings First UMC and surrounding churches to discern and develop missional 
strategies for responding to the growing and diverse population of the Brookings 
community and surrounding area, adapting to the unique challenges and 
opportunities in rural ministry, and engaging in ministry with the SDSU community.  
Prior to this, Pastor Jen served as the Sr. Pastor of Watertown First United Methodist 
Church. Pastor Jen has a Master of Divinity from Garrett-Evangelical Theological 
Seminary (Evanston IL), an MBA from Dakota Wesley University (Mitchell SD), and a 
BA in Sociology from Simpson College (Indianola, IA). Before her ordination, she 
served as a United Methodist missionary in South Africa  and Washington DC.  Pastor 
Jen married Kris Osterloh on August 3rd, 2024. 

As we begin this new chapter together, let us continue to uphold one another in 
prayer, and support our pastor as she leads us toward greater faith and unity in 
Christ. It is an exciting time for our church, and we trust that under Pastor Jen 
Osterloh’s leadership, we will grow together as a community of believers, committed 
to spreading the love of Christ in our neighborhood and beyond. 

May God’s blessings continue to be upon our congregation and may we all serve 
faithfully as one body in Christ. 

With heartfelt gratitude and excitement, 

Cheryl Honomichl, Chair of Church Administrative Council 
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Susan’s Saga 
The New Year was kicked off with a trip to the language area to attend a birthday 
party for a boy turning 13.  It was held at one of the most remote places, deep in the 
pine-forested mountains.    Faithful Mixtec companion, Mirsa, went with me.  When 
we got there, the first thing they wanted me to do was go pick up the tables and 
chairs for the party!  Two of the sons, including the birthday boy, went with me.  We 
turned up a narrow side road (even narrower than the dirt road we were on).  At the 
end of the track, there is an unassuming home that rents out long tables and chairs. 
 
I rearranged stuff from the back of the pick-up truck. They put in 50 folding metal 
chairs, stacking them up. I insisted on turning the truck around before they put in the 
tables, as it's a very narrow road, and I didn't want to risk maneuvering fully loaded. 
They helped guide me as I backed up a path so I wouldn't go down the steep 
mountain. 
 
Then the folding tables went on top of the chairs.  They are so long (at least a couple 
of meters), that they stick out the back of the bed of the truck.  But the fellow 
procured a long piece of rope, and I produced some flexible bungee cords.  Finally we 
were off, and I was glad I was already pointed in the right direction back toward 
where we had come from. 
 
But the first steep hill we went up, all the tables slid out the back.  So I stopped.  The 
two brothers put the tables back in with some effort.  We set off again. We crested the 
hill, and it was downhill most of the way back to their place, a couple of kilometers 
winding through the mountains. 
 
At our destination, one has to turn off the main road and go up a very steep, 
somewhat muddy track, then make a sharp bend to the left.  Of course, the tables all 
slid off again.  But various young fellows appeared, and they just carted all the long 
tables on their backs up the steep embankment to their place.  Then I drove on up to 
where it is level, and they unloaded the chairs. 
 
By this time, the small wooden church was open. The father of the birthday boy came 
and talked to us.  There was going to be a church service.  I was completely caught off 
guard.  I hadn't brought a Bible, hymnbook or Mixtec song charts. Then he asked if I 
wouldn't give a couple of words of encouragement for the birthday boy (that is, give 
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 the message for the service).  I was really unprepared for that. Mirsa is way smarter 
than I am and had brought along her Spanish Bible. Whew!  So I quickly looked up 
some passages.  I also had along the 2025 calendars with a Scripture verse in Mixtec 
which have a useful passage from II Timothy 3:16.  "All Scripture is inspired by God 
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 
righteousness." 
 
The birthday boy speaks no Mixtec, and the grandmother is monolingual in 
Mixtec.  The in-laws of one of the daughters are from a neighboring variety of 
Mixtec. So I spoke in a mix of Spanish and Mixtec. I exhorted them to use God's Word 
in whatever language they understand to guide them, especially the young people.  I 
told them that a closed Bible is of no use.  It needs to be opened and read, so we know 
what is in it.   
After the service, we went up to where their house is.  Mirsa had a hard time 
climbing up the steep path, but a man grabbed her hand at the last and helped her 
up.  They had installed the tables and chairs in a room made of concrete block.  We 
had a meal: chicken in a spicy red sauce, with rice and ground up black beans. And 
lots of home made corn tortillas the size of dinner plates. There was a fancy 
decorated birthday cake afterwards. 
 
Mirsa said that I wasn't obligated to help them return the tables and chairs.  Just as 
well, as it would have been uphill all the way, and they would have slid out at every 
turn. 
 
There were unexpected twists to this trip. But I was glad I could be useful.  These 10 
tiny country churches are currently without a pastor.  They need leadership and 
guidance, especially the younger generation.   
 
But their needs are the same as ours:  we need to be reading and heeding God's Word 
every day, so that we know who God is and how we are to live.   II Timothy 3:16 is an 
excellent verse to guide us in this New Year.   
 
Susan Hugghins 

 
Scripture passage is from II Timothy 3:16, New American Standard Bible.   
Susan Hugghins is a daughter of this church serving in full-time ministry as a Bible translator 
among the Mixtec people of Oaxaca, Mexico.   Susan’s sending agency, Wycliffe Bible 
Translators, is a non-denominational organization; she raises her own funds to support this 
ministry. 
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Worship 

The Worship Committee is requesting everyone to wear their name tags. Although 
many of us know each other, Pastor Jen Osterloh is going to need a little help getting 
to know us, and this is the first and easiest step. Besides that, maybe we'll get to know 
some folks we don't already know. The plan is as follows:  

1. The Worship Committee have gathered all of the present name tags distributed 
throughout the building.  

2. We have placed the name tags on a table in the atrium so each of you can collect 
your name tag, wear it, and place it in the rack that works best for you.  If you had 
ordered a new or replacement name tag, they have been made and are on the table in 
the atrium.  

3. If you do not find your name tag, please write your name on the pad provided at the 
table so we can make a new tag for you.  You can also email 
office@brookingsmethodist.org, or call the church office 605-692-4345. 

4. If you would like a duplicate name tag to use for Manna, put your name on that list 
and we'll make another name tag that you can keep in the CLC. (We'll get some racks 
installed in the CLC.) 

If  you haven’t picked yours up by the end of the month, you will find it alphabetically 
on the rack at the south entrance to the atrium. Thanks for your help as we welcome 
Pastor Jen!   

Harriet Svec,  Worship Committee Chair 

 
 

SOUL 
Seniors Of Unlimited Love (SOUL) will have their potluck on January 27, 2025 at noon 
in church basement. All are welcome! 
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January #0nething 
The Mission Committee has designated the January 2025 #onething 
as a soup drive in unison with the Youth and their Souper Sunday! 
Please bring cans of soup or dried soup mixes to the church in 
January and fill up the #onething totes. (Please remember if you 
bring an item that needs to be mixed with something, water might 
be the only option for some families.)  Give the warmth of bowls of 
soup this new year! 

Lorna Jost, Missions 

 

 

Harvest Table 
Harvest Table would like to extend 
a heartfelt "thank you" to everyone 
who generously contributed to our 
December Diaper Drive. Thanks to 
your kindness, we collected an 
incredible total of 3,914 individual 
diapers and $1,300 toward the 
purchase of additional diapers. 

In 2024, these contributions helped 
us distribute a total of 40,500 
diapers to support the little ones in 
our community. Your generosity is 
deeply appreciated and makes a meaningful difference in the lives of many families. 

Thank you for being part of this effort to care for our community! 

Vonda Kirkham, Community Life Center Director  
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Music 

Can you guess how many songs from the UMH, United Methodist Hymnal (starting at 
the Promised Coming and ending at Birth and Baptism) were used during Advent through 
Epiphany? 30 SONGS! Hopefully, one of your very favorite carols was included some-
how in that list! I would like to extend a personal thank you to the Tech Team, musi-
cians, and singers who provided special music this past month. We are truly blessed as 
a congregation that we have such talented and dedicated people.  

Ephesians 5:19 -  speak to each other with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs; sing 
and make music to the Lord in your hearts. 

 
If you are interested in providing your gifts of music please reach out:  
music@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
There are numerous groups, including Chiming Children, Jubilee Ringers, and the 
Chancel Choir, that will be rehearsing together soon.  We love to welcome new  
Members!  
 
Bunny Christie, Coordinator 

 

Meals on Wheels 
This is a mission of this church and FUMC has bragging 
rights here.  We have been involved for over 25 
years.   We are the only church that commits to 8 weeks 
per year of deliveries of Meals on Wheels per year.  Other 
churches are involved, but not at this level of  
commitment.  Some area churches have dropped out of 
the program.   
Future Dates to put on your calendar are:  
MOW scheduled for April 7th - 18th  
MOW scheduled for July 14th - 25th  
MOW scheduled for October 20th - 31th 
MOW scheduled for December 29th - January 9th - 2026 
 
Contact Perry Johnson at perbar3@me.com or 218-341-9706. Thank you!! 
 
 

mailto:music@brookingsmethodist.org
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Education  
 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
The youth are excited to participate in the Souper Bowl of 
Caring once again this year! This program was started by 
youth who recognized the amount of food consumed during 
the Super Bowl and wanted to make a positive impact on 
their local community. This year, they will be collecting 
canned soups (pull tabs work great) or dried/packaged soups 
during January for #onething. Stay tuned in the upcoming weeks as we share more 
details about this wonderful opportunity to support our community. 
 

Get Your Calendar!  
Be sure to get your 2025 calendar from the 
youth!  The youth are selling beautiful 2025 
calendars as a fundraiser for youth events for 
$10.  They are at the welcome centers in both 
the Community Life Center and narthex on 
Sunday’s and Wednesday’s and at the  
education office during the week.  Thank you 
for supporting the youth! 

 
Gretchen Knutson,  Education Director  

Senior High Youth 
The Senior High You braved the cold to 
bring Christmas cheer on December 8th to 
members and friends of FUMC!  

A fun time was had by all and the  
responses were thankful and appreciative! 
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Church Staff 
Pastoral Staff 

Jen Osterloh……………………..pastorjen@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Education Director 

Gretchen Knutson………….. education@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Community Life Center Director 

Vonda Kirkham…….….communitylife@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Office Manager 

Lynelle Hagedorn………….…..…...office@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Financial Coordinator  
    Linda Kay Hai ……………………...finance@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Worship Tech/Media Director and Facility Manager 

Sam Becker…………………………….media@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Worship Coordinator 
    Maria Schlueter……………...….worship@brookingsmethodist.org  
 
Tech Coordinator 

Paul Schmidt………………….………….tech@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Music Coordinator 
Bunny Christie……………………..…music@brookingsmethodist.org 
  

Choir Director, Organist, Worship Team Accompanist 
Shawn Stemsrud………..……..…….music@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Campus Ministry Coordinator 
 Alex Jensen…………………….…….campus@brookingsmethodist.org 

 
Congregation Caring Coordinator 

Joanie Holm…………………………………...…….….jholm229@gmail.com 
 
Organists:                         Manna Cook: Katie Knutson 
     Joan Riessen                     Choir Accompanist: Thomas Tvedt 
     MK Hugghins 

Connect with us! 
Church Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri:  8:30am-12:00 pm 
 
Need prayer? Email 
prayer@brookingsmethodist.org 
and Pastor Jen will pray with 
you! 

/FUMCBrookings 

@brookingsfumc 
First United 
Methodist Brookings 

brookingsmethodist.org 

Give Online to Brookings First United Methodist Church! 
Without your gifts, none of our community ministries would be possible. We have 
easy ways to give online or scan the QR code for more information: 

1) VANCO MOBILE APP: Download the Vanco Mobile app 
       from the App Store or Google Play. Once installed, search 
       “Brookings”, select FUMC, and follow directions. 
2) TEXT: Send a text message to 605-250-0807 with the 
      dollar amount of the gift and follow directions. 

Church Office Closed 
 
Please note that the 
church office will be 
closed on Monday, 
January 20th, to honor  
Martin Luther King Jr 
Day. 

mailto:music@brookingsmethodist.org
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Radio Broadcast Sponsorships  
Now is the time to sign up for a radio broadcast 
sponsorship in 2024.  If you would like to sponsor a 
broadcast at $60 in memory, honor, or celebration of a 
loved one or anniversary, you may: 

      - Visit brookingsmethodist.org and click on RADIO BROADCAST SPONSORS  
      - Contact the office at 605-692-4345  
      - Email office@brookingsmethodist.org  

Or on SignUp Genius: https://bit.ly/3ZObUkh 

Winter Weekly Worship Schedule 
Sundays:   9:00am  Sunday School (Pre-K to Adult) 
  9:30am  Radio Broadcast (on KBRK 1430AM) 
  10:00am  Sunday Morning Worship (in-person and online) 
 
Wednesdays:  5:00pm  Cost-Free Manna in the Middle Meal 
  6:00pm  Manna in the Middle Worship Service 
  7:00pm  Confirmation, Bible Studies, First on Campus,  
    Wednesday School, Manna Study 

Watch Online at Any Time! 

http://www.brookingsmethodist.org/
mailto:office@brookingsmethodist.org
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