
FOCUS 
N E W S L E T T E R  

        July 2025 
FROM THE PASTOR 
I’ve been reading the book of Ephesians 
lately, and reflecting on the power of 
these words that still have so much to say 
to us thousands of years after they were 
written. Ephesians is an epistle, otherwise 
known as a letter included as scripture in 
the New Testament. This letter was 
written by the Apostle Paul, and while 
written to the people of the ancient Greek 
city of Ephesus. Unlike Paul’s other letters, the book of 
Ephesians was not written to one particular church to address 
specific issues they face, but rather was written with the 
intention of it being passed around to several churches in the 
area. In this way, Ephesians is more like a sermon, with it being 
read aloud in various churches. 
 
The book of Ephesians has several points and themes, but they 
all come together to remind us of God’s great love that has the 
power to unite us. It teaches us about living as a community of 
faith that is not without disagreements, but that chooses to 
focus on things that bring us together. After all, we know that 
one of the many gifts of a strong faith community is that it can 
help us to move from strangers, into genuine community. We 
know this is true as we look around our church every time we 
gather: how many of these friends we worship alongside, would 
we know if our church had not brought us together? In the 
same way, Paul is encouraging us to move closer to one 
another, embracing one another as a gift known as a family of 
faith. 
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With themes of being family, breaking down barriers, the power of God’s love and 
promises and more, the book of Ephesians has a lot to say to us about how to live out 
our faith in powerful ways here in the 21st century. That’s why, starting on July 6, we 
are going to be reading and reflecting on this book during our time of worship. Every 
week for 6 weeks, we will reflect on words from one chapter of Ephesians (there are 
only 6 chapters!). I hope you’ll plan to join us – not just for our usual time of worship 
at 10am on Sundays, but also in your own personal study and reflection, as we read at 
least one chapter every week at home. 
 
Looking forward to this journey together, 
 

Pastor Jen Osterloh   

605-692-4345 
pastorjen@brookingsmethodist.org 

 

Susan’s Saga 
A remarkable passage of Scripture records the reaction of God's people to the reading of the 
Word.  The people of Israel had finally returned to their homeland after the exile. In the years 
leading up to the exile, the people had grown increasingly distant from God.  They had 
retained some form of religion, but they were no longer familiar with the Word.  

Even after their return from the exile, they didn't immediately immerse themselves in God's 
Word. They were busy rebuilding after the destruction of their city.  

But then they were all assembled.  

".....all the people gathered.... at the square....  Then Ezra the priest brought the law before the 
assembly of men, women, and all who could listen with understanding..... And he read from it 
before the square.....from early morning until midday, in the presence of men and women, 
those who could understand; and all the people were attentive to the book of the 
law.  Also....the Levites explained the law to the people.....translating to give the sense so that 
they understood the reading."  

"Then Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who 
taught the people said to all the people, 'This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn 
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or weep.' For all the people were weeping when they heard the words of the law." 

"Then he said to them, '.....Do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.'" 

"And all the people went.....to celebrate a great festival, because they understood the words 
which had been made known to them."  

Several observations stand out from this section.  First, all the people—men women and 
children—gathered to hear the Word read. Secondly, they listened for a long time, from early 
morning until midday. Thirdly, they were all attentive to what was being read.  Fourthly, the 
leaders were translating so that the people could understand the meaning.  

Scripture was written in Hebrew, but apparently after the exile the people were no longer as 
fluent in their heritage language.  It is not clear whether they were now speaking Aramaic or 
another language.  But the translation enabled them to grasp the meaning of the text.  

The recounting of this episode underlines how 
essential Bible translation is to understanding 
God's Word.  

Of note is their response to hearing Scripture. Their 
reaction was not indifference or apathy. At the 
onset, they were weeping, as apparently they felt 
convicted upon being faced with the Word with 
which they were no longer familiar.  But after their 
leaders encouraged them that the joy of the Lord is 
their strength, then they celebrated "because they 
had understood the words which had been made 
known to them."  

May our reaction to Scripture be appropriate, as we interact with God's message to us.  
 

Susan Hugghins 

Scripture quotes are excerpts taken from the New American Standard Bible, Nehemiah 8: 1-12.  

Susan Hugghins is a daughter of this church serving in full-time ministry as a Bible translator among 
the Mixtec people of Oaxaca, Mexico.   Susan’s sending agency, Wycliffe Bible Translators, is a non-
denominational organization; she raises her own funds to support this ministry. 
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Fruit Slush Booth at the 2025 Brookings Summer Arts Festival 
July 12-13 
The Missions committee will have a booth at the Arts Festival, 
July 12-13.  
 
Your help with the slush booth is needed and signups for various 
work options are available.  
Proceeds support ongoing mission projects of the church and will 
be a great way to get involved and reconnected with your church 
family! 

 
We will need your help with picking strawberries, making the 
slush, setting up the booth, and working at the booth. We will have 
sign-up sheets starting on Sunday, June 1, until July 6, 2025. You 
can sign up at the Welcome Center before & after the service, or on: 
Sign-Up Genius at (www.brookingsmethodist.org/slushbooth), or 
click the QR code to your right.  COME JOIN US! 
 

James Honomichl 

JULY #ONETHING 
You are invited to donate FRUIT CUPS to the Brookings Backpack Project through 
#onething in July. The Brookings Backpack Project assists children and youth in 
Brookings County SD, who may not have enough food to eat at home by providing 
them with easy-to-prepare weekend meals and snacks throughout the year. By help-
ing to sustain these children, we seek not only to help meet their nutritional needs 
but also to promote their physical, cognitive and social de-
velopment and to enhance their overall sense of well-
being. Please place the fruit cups in the #onething totes in 
the Narthex and Community Life Center. Monetary offer-
ings are welcome also. Please give generously to the July 
#onething! 

Thank you! 

Kalee Greve, Missions Committee 

http://www.brookingsmethodist.org/slushbooth
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 Missions—Sewing Machine Update 
 

A BIG Thank you to all of you who brought (12) sewing machines to be donated to 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center (MMDC) at the Dakota Annual 
Conference in Mitchell. A trailer was there to take the machines to 
the Iowa site in Jefferson, Iowa. There they will be checked to 
make sure they are running okay and donate them to families in 
the U.S. and other parts of the world so people can sew their own 
clothes or even start a business. If you missed out on this 
opportunity, we will continue to collect the machines and take 
them to a permanent collection spot in Sioux Falls. 
 

Avis Norton 
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Vacation Bible School 

Bible Stories & Lessons—Music and Worship—Games and     

Activities—Crafts and Creative Projects—Fellowship 
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Vacation Bible School (VBS) Staff—THANK YOU! 

We couldn’t have done it without YOU! The familiar saying of it taking a village is especially true 
when presenting VBS to our kids. And we have the greatest village around! A huge thank you to all 
those who worked so diligently and used your talents to make a fantastic VBS this year. I would 
like to thank the directors, Abby Hawks and Andrea Glover, for providing great leadership and all 
the work they put into Camp Firelight! Below are the people who volunteered. 

Abby Hawks – Director 
Andrea Glover – Director 
Hayden Anderson – Crew Leader 
Sam Becker – sound, light, and all that Sam does  
Danielle Bohn – Crew Leader 
Andrea Brown - Crew Leader 
Taira Buus - Crew Leader 
Jill Christie - Crew Leader and set 
Penny Eliason – Station Leader 
Steve Eliason- Station Leader 
April Flemming – sub - Crew Leader 
Ava Gaalswyk- sub - Crew Leader 
Lucy Gaalswyk- Crew Leader 
Laura Gerjets – Station Leader 
Alie Glover – Crew Leader 
Kalle Greve – Station Leader 
Emily Hahn - Station Leader 
Jackson Hahn – Crew Leader 
Allie Holbeck – Music Assistant 
Lance Howard - Station Leader 
Jessica Huyck - Station Leader 
Maddix – Ass’t Station Leader 
Layten Johnson – Crew Leader 
Taylor Johnson - Station Leader 
Jessica Kirkham – kitchen 

Katie Knutson – Crew Leader and Kitchen 
Mandy Liljegren – Station Leader 
Cathy Narveson - Station Leader 
Jen Osterloh – Lu – the puppet 
Ann Overby – Crew Leader 
Tom Page – Crew Leader 
Kendra Pikul – Crew Leader 
Lily Samuel – Station Leader 
Maria Schlueter – Opening and Closing/music leader 
Sara Schneider – Station Leader 
Paul Schmidt – sound, lights, etc. 
Steph Vlaminck – Station Leader 
Ambur Zmuda – Crew Leader 
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Education  

Campers 
Please keep these campers in your prayers as they attend camp in July: 
 
Elementary Sampler – Lake Poinsett July 7-11 
Bennett Andrew, Connor Bohn, Emma Bohn, Autumn Borah, Axel Borah, Kristopher 
Brandsrud, Zane Flemming, Gabriel Schmidt 
 
Middle School Sampler – Lake Poinsett July 7-11 
Collin Andrew, Frank Brody, Vinny Brody, Alyzabeth Schmidt 
 
Sand, Surf, and Son – Lake Poinsett July 13-17 
Allie Holbeck, Autumn Merchant, Taiya Merchant, Mia 
Skovlund 
 
The Next Normal – Storm Mountain July 13 -18 
Libby Vlaminck 
 
Teddy Bear Camp 2 – Lake Poinsett July 21-22 
Remmi Vlaminck, Stephanie Vlaminck, Kyler Wallace 
 
Bighorn Mountains Expedition – Off Site July 20-25 
Jen Osterloh 
 
Family Fun-4-All – Storm Mountain July 25-27 
Tom, Kay, Sam, & Elise Becker, Jim, Cheryl & Rylee Honomichl, Jessica, Marley, Maddix 
& Makenna Huyck, Quentin Strohm 

 

Oakwood Church Camp Weekend – August 1-3 

Mark your calendars for a weekend of fellowship, fun, and fresh air! We’re heading to 
Oakwood Lakes State Park the weekend of August 1-3 for a church camping weekend 
open to all who would like to spend time getting to know others in our congregation. 
Campsites have already been reserved—all you need to do is let Gretchen know 
you’d like a spot. During the weekend, we’ll share a couple of meals, gather around 
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the campfire, and enjoy time together in the great outdoors. For those interested, 
there may also be opportunities to fish, kayak, swim, or just relax! 
Whether you're a seasoned camper or trying it out for the first time, we’d love to have 
you join us for this casual and community-building weekend. 

 
Sunday School for 2 Year Olds! 
We offer Sunday school for children who have turned 2 years old by August 31, 2025.  I 
have sent letters to the parents of those children according to our records.  If you 
have not received a letter but would like your 2-year-old to attend Sunday school this 
fall, please call the church office so that I can get your child on the class role.  Thanks 
so much for helping me to keep my records in order! However, if you don’t get that 
done, just bring them to Sunday school! The first Sunday of Sunday school is Septem-
ber 7. 

 

Senior High Youth – Take Me Out to the Ballgame! 
Our senior high youth group is headed to Sioux Falls on Tuesday, July 16 to cheer on 
the Canaries at a home baseball game! This will be a fun evening of fellowship, food, 
and summer baseball fun. 
 
We’ll be leaving from the church parking lot at 5:30 p.m., so please arrive a few 
minutes early. Since this is an out-of-town trip, we need to know by July 9 if you plan 
to attend so we can arrange enough drivers and vehicles for everyone. 
 
All students entering high school this fall through recent graduates are welcome. 
Don’t miss this chance to enjoy a night at the ballpark with your church friends! 
 
To reserve your spot or ask questions, contact Tom or Kay Becker or Gretchen. 

 
 
Gretchen Knutson, Education Director 
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July 2025 
FUMC Events 
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August 2025 
FUMC Events 
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Tool Time / Father’s Day  
We are grateful for your donation, kindness and desire to share with your neighbors by hon-
oring your fathers, uncles, grandfathers, etc. for Father’s Day. Proceeds (as of 6/17/25) in the 
amount of $5,180 will go to our local Habitat for Humanity! 

In Honor of  Tom Becker Kay Becker 

In Honor of  Sam Becker Kay Becker 

In Remembrance of  EJ Hugghins Kay Becker 

In Remembrance of  Dean Becker Kay Becker 

In Remembrance of  Loren Simmons Doug & Cheryl Beste 

In Remembrance of  Darrel Beste Doug & Cheryl Beste 

In Remembrance of  Philip Christie Jill Christie 

In Honor of  Ryan Samuel Lily & TJ Samuel 

In Remembrance of  Tom Samuel Lily & TJ Samuel 

In Honor of  Bob Appelgren Lily & TJ Samuel 

In Remembrance of  Glenn Flanders Lily & TJ Samuel 

In Remembrance of  Albert Telkamp Doug & Teresa Telkamp 

In Remembrance of  Henry Sundermann Doug & Teresa Telkamp 

In Honor of  Brian Telkamp Doug & Teresa Telkamp 

In Remembrance of  Lyle Allison Keith & Betty Allison 

In Remembrance of  Francis Sechser Keith & Betty Allison 

In Honor of  Tom Page Peg Page 

In Honor of  Chad Short Peg Page 

In Honor of  John Page Peg Page 

In Remembrance of  Sydney Aaker Peg Page 

In Remembrance of  Reinhold Schnabel Charlie & Voleta Schnabel 

In Remembrance of  Ken Harvey Charlie & Voleta Schnabel 

In Honor of  Evan Schnabel Charlie & Voleta Schnabel 

In Honor of  Sam Brovold  Beth & Ope Niemeyer 

In Remembrance of  Bill McCracken Beth & Ope Niemeyer 

In Remembrance of  Gerrit Niemeyer Beth & Ope Niemeyer 

In Remembrance of  Our Grandfathers Beth & Ope Niemeyer 

In Remembrance of  Harley Eliason Steve, Penny, Camden & Asher Eliason 

In Remembrance of  Cliff Raske Steve, Penny, Camden & Asher Eliason 

In Remembrance of  Maurice Johnson Patsy Johnson 

In Remembrance of  Karl Andersen Khristine Haensel 
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In Honor of  Roger Sandness Helen, Jim, Emma & Betsy Williams 

In Remembrance of  Jim Meyer Barb Meyer 

In Remembrance of  Russ Carley Barb Meyer 

In Honor of  Cody Meyer Barb Meyer 

In Honor of  Sean Meyer Barb Meyer 

In Remembrance of  Don Haas Bob & Lynette Smith 

In Remembrance of  Nip Smith Bob & Lynette Smith 

In Remembrance of  John Haas Bob & Lynette Smith 

In Remembrance of  Bill Smith Bob & Lynette Smith 

In Honor of  Ron Thaden Linda, Scott & Tom Thaden 

In Remembrance of  Ted Thaden Ron & Linda Thaden 

In Remembrance of  Bud Lucas Ron & Linda Thaden 

In Honor of  Matt Christensen Russel & Sheryl Christensen 

In Remembrance of  Harold Saathoff Russel & Sheryl Christensen 

In Remembrance of  Virgil Christensen Russel & Sheryl Christensen 

in honor of  Russel Christensen Sheryl Christensen 

In Remembrance of  Oscar Jensen Molly Jensen 

In Remembrance of  Robert Dorrel Molly Jensen 

In Honor of  Andy Jensen Molly Jensen 

In Honor of  Dave Jensen Molly Jensen 

In Honor of  Erin Lachman Molly Jensen 

In Remembrance of  Wayne Buus Chris, Trish, Nate and Taira Buus 

In Honor of  Chris Buus Nate and Taira Buus 

In Honor of  Duane O'Connell Nate and Taira Buus 

In Remembrance of  Kenneth Ivers Pearl Ivers 

In Remembrance of  Sam Klaudt Pearl Ivers 

In Remembrance of  Vernon Ivers Pearl Ivers 

In Remembrance of  Reiner Pulscher, father Betty Ruth Mennis 

In Remembrance of  Don Mennis, husband Betty Ruth Mennis 

In Remembrance of  Lawrence Wek Linda Kay Hai 

In Remembrance of  Harvey Hai Linda Kay Hai 

In Remembrance of  Douglas Hai Linda Kay Hai 

In Honor of  Darrin Hai Linda Kay Hai 

Tool Time / Father’s Day  
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Tool Time / Father’s Day  

In Remembrance of  Arley B. Shields Mildred K Hugghins 

In Honor of  Tom Becker Mildred K Hugghins 

In Honor of  Arley Hugghins Mildred K Hugghins 

In Remembrance of  Ernest J. Hugghins Mildred K Hugghins 

In Honor of  Thomas Reinhiller Carol Reinhiller and sons 

In Honor of  Richard Miller Matt and Lisa Miller 

In Remembrance of  Don Dimmick Matt and Lisa Miller 

In Remembrance of  Chris Anderson Joella Anderson 

In Remembrance of  John Scott Joella Anderson 

In Honor of  Robert Anderson Joella Anderson 

In Remembrance of  Russel Anderson Sonja Anderson 

In Remembrance of  Arvid Anderson Sonja Anderson 

In Honor of  LeRoy Anderson Sonja Anderson 

In Remembrance of  Clarence Fitzsimmons Sonja Anderson 

In Remembrance of  Robert Kilmer Joyce Simet 

In Remembrance of  Mack McLain Joyce Simet 

In Honor of  United Women of Faith - all fathers Judy DeZeew 
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Happy summer from the Finance committee! 
 
We recently received expected Federal grant proceeds that allows us to continue to 
make changes to the church property as it relates to improved physical security. We 
appreciate Sam Becker’s efforts in leading this ongoing project. 
 
With the recent retirement of Linda Kay, we are working with Peg Page on improve-
ments to our processes related to all things Finance at FUMC. This will also involve 
our new office coordinator, Deb Davis, going forward as we utilize her for assistance 
in this area. We are grateful for Peg’s amazing assistance during this transition. 
 
As always, let me know if you have any finance related questions. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jeff Lee, FUMC Finance Committee Chair 

Finance Committee 

Seeking Applications for Campus Ministry Director 
Do you know of someone who has spiritual maturity, a bachelor’s degree, or related 
experience, has leadership capability, strong organizational skills, excellent verbal 
and written communication skills, is social media savvy, proficient computer skills, 
can mentor and discipline others? If so, please let them know about a 10-hour per 
week position that will serve students, faculty and staff of South Dakota State Univer-
sity at First On Campus. Further information can be found on the website, https://
www.brookingsmethodist.org/jobs. Also, copies of the job description for the Campus 
Ministry Director position can be picked up at the Welcome Center. 
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Every Monday, except for major holidays, about 100 people gather at 5:30pm for a no-
cost meal and fellowship in the Community Life Center. Everyone is welcome, there 
are no requirements to receive a meal. The Harvest Table program began in the year 
2000 by a group from the First United Methodist Church as a way to reach out to 
those in our community. Each week a different group serves the meal. It could be a 
church, organization, business, neighborhood, family, or friends’ group.  
 
The serving group plans the menu, purchases the food (there is a $250 Thrivent grant 
available for the food), prepares the meal, serves the meal, and cleans up afterwards.  
 
The Harvest Table also has a pantry open during the week offering non-perishable 
food items, personal care items, and paper products. The diaper program is available 
to any family with a young child in diapers. The family can receive one package of 
about 20 diapers per child and one package of baby wipes per family each week.  
 
From January through May of 2025 about 1,200 packages (24,000 diapers!) have been 
distributed. There are open serving dates for a group to serve a meal beginning in 
September 2025. Please contact Vonda to schedule your group at 605-692-4345, 
brookingsharvesttable@gmail.com. Thank you for your willingness to support the 
Harvest Table program. 

HARVEST TABLE 

How You Can Help: 

Sign up to serve a meal (call 605.692.4345 and ask for Vonda); 

Donate diapers, baby wipes, nonperishable food, or personal care items; 

Give a monetary donation to support Harvest Table. 

Thank you for your willingness to serve those in our community! 

Vonda Kirkham, CLC Director 

mailto:brookingsharvesttable@gmail.com
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HARVEST TABLE HELPERS 
 
 
 
A big shout of THANKS to 
the FUMC Mission’s Com-
mittee (below) and FUMC 
SPR  (Staff Parish Rela-
tions) Committee (right) 
for their help in serving at 
the Harvest Table! 
 
 

Volunteers Needed for Meals on Wheels (MOW) 

Meals on Wheels (MOW) deliveries will be July 14—18th and July 21st—25th. Please 
contact Perry Johnson (perbar3@me.com) or call/text 218.341.9706 if your schedule 
allows to help with deliveries. 
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Church Staff 
Pastoral Staff 

Jen Osterloh……………………..pastorjen@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Education Director 

Gretchen Knutson………….. education@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Community Life Center Director 

Vonda Kirkham…….….communitylife@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Office Coordinator 

  Deb Davis…………...……….…..…...office@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Worship Tech/Media Director and Facility Manager 

Sam Becker…………………………….media@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Worship Coordinator 
    Maria Schlueter……………...….worship@brookingsmethodist.org  
 
Tech Coordinator 

Paul Schmidt………………….………….tech@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Music Coordinator 
Bunny Christie……………………..…music@brookingsmethodist.org 
  

Choir Director, Organist 
Shawn Stemsrud………..……..…….music@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Campus Ministry Coordinator 
   
Organists:      Joan Riessen 
                        MK Hugghins                     
 
Manna Cook: Katie Knutson 
 
Choir Accompanist: Thomas Tvedt 
Accompanist: Mary McCullough 

Connect with us! 
Church Office Hours:  
Mon-Thur:  8:30am-12:00 pm 
and 1:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Closed on Fridays 
 
Need prayer? Email 
prayer@brookingsmethodist.org 
and Pastor Jen will pray with 
you! 

/FUMCBrookings 

@brookingsfumc 
First United 
Methodist Brookings 

brookingsmethodist.org 

Give Online to Brookings First United Methodist Church! 
Without your gifts, none of our community ministries would be possible. We have 
easy ways to give online or scan the QR code for more information: 

1) VANCO MOBILE APP: Download the Vanco Mobile app 
       from the App Store or Google Play. Once installed, search 
       “Brookings”, select FUMC, and follow directions. 
2) TEXT: Send a text message to 605-250-0807 with the 
      dollar amount of the gift and follow directions. 

In recognition of 
Independence Day on the 
July 4th holiday, the 
office will be closed.  

mailto:music@brookingsmethodist.org
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Radio Broadcast Sponsorships  
Now is the time to sign up for a radio broadcast 
sponsorship in 2025.  If you would like to sponsor a 
broadcast at $60 in memory, honor, or celebration of a 
loved one or anniversary, you may: 

      - Contact the office at 605-692-4345  
      - Email office@brookingsmethodist.org  

 

Summer Weekly Worship Schedule 
Sundays:   9:30am  Radio Broadcast (on KBRK 1430AM) 
  10:00am  Sunday Morning Worship (in-person and online) 
   
 
   

Watch Online at Any Time! 

mailto:office@brookingsmethodist.org
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