
FOCUS 
N E W S L E T T E R  

        June 2025 
FROM THE PASTOR 
Anticipating Annual Conference 
 
Every year in June (June 6-8 in Mitchell, SD 
this year), United Methodists from across 
North and South Dakota gather for the 
Dakotas Annual Conference. Every church (or 
charge, in the case of one pastor appointed to 
more than one church) is represented by at 
least one pastor and lay person (member of 
the church) for a time of learning, worshipping, fellowshipping, and 
working. We take care of the necessary business of the Conference, 
such as passing budgets or policies or other legislation. We take time 
to learn about ways to engage in ministry in new ways, with this 
year’s focus on our Wesleyan Methodist identity and how that is lived 
out in our current time and space – led by Rev. Dr. Tim Eberhart. We 
take time to grow in community and fellowship as we gather – and of 
course as a part of that, we worship every day. My favorite part of 
this annual gathering, though, is our “Celebration of Life in Ministry” 
worship service that will take place on Sunday, June 8. 
 
During this time of worship and celebration, we gather as one body to 
give thanks for all God has been doing, is doing, and will continue to 
do in our midst. Specifically, we take time as a part of that service to 
give thanks for those who have come before us, honoring and 
remembering those from our conference (clergy, clergy spouses, and 
conference staff) who have died in the past year. It is a holy time of 
remembering and giving thanks for their lives and ministries in our 
midst. 
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This remembrance of those who have passed before us is followed up with a reminder and 
thanksgiving of those still in ministry, starting with celebrating the ministry of those who are 
retiring this year. Then later in the service, we have the gift of celebrating not just the closing 
chapters of ministry and lives well lived – but of lifting up those who are in the early phases of 
ministry. We recognize all of our newly licensed pastors who are accepting the call to serve a 
church for the first time, and have a time of commissioning and ordaining of pastors who are 
called to ordained ministry and have completed the requirements (including a seminary 
degree, lots of writing, and interviews). This year we will be commissioning (welcoming as 
clergy in a provisional role) 5 new clergy and ordaining (welcoming as full members of the 
clergy who have finished their provisional time and requirements) 5 – including a familiar 
face to many here in Brookings, Teresa Person. 
 

One thing that’s different about this service this year, is that it is taking place on a Sunday 
morning during our usual 10am worship time (in the recent past this has taken place on a 
Friday night). As a part of that change, Bishop Lanette Plambeck has invited all of us in the 
Dakotas Conference to worship “together” in spirit. By that, we mean: we are going to share 
in the same worship elements: the same call to worship and opening prayers, similar songs – 
and the same sermon, as shared by our Bishop, during our worship time here in Brookings 
and throughout churches in the Dakotas. Other than our special guest preacher (via video), 
you wouldn’t know much was different about this service if we didn’t tell you – but since 
there is power in numbers uniting in worship, isn’t this something great to celebrate!? 
 

As a part of this unique opportunity to worship together, I want to note that usually, this 
worship service is about 2 hours long (although somehow, it never feels that way!). Don’t 
worry: we aren’t forcing you to stay for 2 hours! We will stick to our usual worship time of one 
hour for the first part of the service, before building in a break and having an opportunity for 
folks to grab coffee or a snack (feel free to bring a snack to share!). Then, we will re-gather in 
the sanctuary for those who want to stay for the second half of the worship service, wherein 
we will livestream the second half of the worship service from Mitchell, SD. This is the part of 
the worship service where we will welcome new licensed, commissioned, and ordained clergy. 
This is a powerful thing to be a part of, and I hope you’ll plan to stay and be a part of it!  
 

As always, a number of our church members will be in Mitchell representing our 
congregation during conference and during this worship service (Pastor Jen, Cheryl 
Honomichl, Brenda Hieb, Steve Eliason, Charlie Schnabel, Nancy Bohlen). We look forward to 
having you join us virtually for our closing worship at Conference, and look forward to 
sharing more about all we see, hear, and learned upon our return! 

Pastor Jen Osterloh   

605-692-4345 
pastorjen@brookingsmethodist.org 
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Susan’s Saga 
At Pentecost, 50 days after Easter, when the Christian church was initiated with the bestowal 
of the Holy Spirit, it is a marvel that the believers began to speak in a variety of 
languages.  The many people who had assembled in Jerusalem came from all over, and they 
must have been multi-lingual in languages of wider communication, such as Latin, Aramaic, 
or Greek.  Yet God chose to be manifested to this mixed multitude in their respective mother 
tongues!  And the content of their proclamation is also very significant.  "....we hear them 
declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!"  
 
This phenomenon continues to be relevant to this day.  It is important that people have 
access to God's Word in their very own mother tongues. Relationship to God is both personal 
and corporate.  What better way to relate to God than in one's own language, as it is so much 
more personal than a language of wider communication.  Bible translation is the vital link to 
enable diverse people groups to learn about God and to praise God in their respective 
languages.  
 
I have dedicated my life to just that:  translating God's 
precious Word for a minority people group in southern 
Mexico.  
 

Susan Hugghins 

Scripture quotation taken from the HOLY BIBLE, New 
International Version, Acts 2:11.  
Susan Hugghins is a daughter of this church serving in 
full-time ministry as a Bible translator among the Mixtec people of Oaxaca, Mexico.   Susan’s 
sending agency, Wycliffe Bible Translators, is a non-denominational organization; she raises 
her own funds to support this ministry. 

 
 

June 8th 10:00 a.m. Worship, Snacks are Requested 
 

Please bring a snack to share on Sunday, June 8! As noted in Pastor Jen’s article, this will be a 
special Sunday with an opportunity to worship with other United Methodist churches 
around the Dakotas Conference. We will have a brief break between our regular service that 
starts at 10, and the beginning of the livestream from Mitchell, SD. Our hope is to tune into 
the livestream of that worship service (played on screens in our sanctuary) in time for us to 
join the worship service in which new clergy are being commissioned and ordained: 
including our own Teresa Person, who is being ordained. Please plan to join us!  
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Staff Parish Relations 

A New Face  
   
As we said farewell along with happy retirement to both 
Finance Coordinator, Linda Hai and Office Manager Lynelle 
Hagedorn, we would like to welcome into the Office 
Coordinator role, Deb Davis.  Deb will be filling both roles, 
Office Manager and Financial Coordinator, over the next 
several months. She will work Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday. Deb comes to FUMC with plenty of 

experience. Having worked almost 10 years in Winner, SD at Winner Regional Health 
and prior to that she worked in Brookings at the local hospital, Brookings Health 
System, and South Dakota State University. Deb was born and raised in Brookings and 
along with her husband, Mike, raised three children, Mandy, Stacy and Michael. 
Outside of work, Deb stays busy being grandma to her 9 grandchildren and 2 fur-
babies, T.C. and Barney, a tripod cat. She is known by many names, Debra, Debbie, 
Deb, Mom and Grandma Kitty. Please stop by and welcome Deb to FUMC! 

 

Trustees Corner 
 

 

The Trustees committee is preparing for a busy summer. You may have noticed some 
of our in-progress projects around the church campus - growing and patching new 
grass on our south lawn and in our church playground, installation of a new emergen-
cy exit door on the north side of the Education Center, relocating network equip-
ment, maintaining our roofs and brick work, and many others.  

Thank you for your support which makes all these projects possible! 

Lance Howard, Trustees Chair 

Sam Becker, Facility Manager 
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Fruit Slush Booth at the 2025 Brookings Summer Arts Festival 
July 12-13 
 

The Missions committee will have a booth at the Arts 
Festival, July 12-13.  
 
Your help with the slush booth is needed and signups for 
various work options will be available soon.  
Proceeds support ongoing mission projects of the church 
and will be a great way to get involved and  
reconnected with your church family! 
 
We will need your help with picking strawberries,  
making the slush, setting up the booth, and working at the booth. We will have sign-
up sheets starting on Sunday, June 1, until July 6, 2025. You can sign up at the 
Welcome Center before & after the service, or on  
Sign-Up Genius at (www.brookingsmethodist.org/slushbooth). COME JOIN US! 
 
James Honomichl 

 
Missions  
• Sewing Machines 
• Do you have an electric sewing machine that you no longer use?  
 

MMDC (Midwest Mission Distribution Center) collects them, makes 
sure they are running okay and donates them to families in the US and other parts of the 
world so people can sew their own clothes or even start a business.  
 

Please bring them to the church before June 4th. We will take them to the annual 
conference in Mitchell and get them on their way. (NO treadle machines at this time)  
Thank you! 

 

Lorna Jost, Teresa Telkamp 

http://www.brookingsmethodist.org/slushbooth
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Education  

Church Camping Weekend 
The reservations are made and there is room for you!  Join us for a church camping 
weekend at Oakwood Lakes State Park August 1-3.  We will share in a couple of potluck 
meals (always delicious), great conversation and activities as we 
desire!  Can’t camp?  Join us for the day or meal (Saturday evening 
and Sunday brunch). It’s always a fun time and great time to get to 
know each other a bit better. Let Gretchen know if you would like 
your spot reserved and for more information. 

Campers 
Please remember the following campers as they attend church camp in June 
 
Lake Poinsett – Mini-Camp A 
     *Asher Andrew  
     *Everly Andrew  
     *Miranda Andrew  
     *Kinlee Peterson 
 

Congratulations to our Scholarship Recipients! 
Each year, our church is honored to offer scholarships to graduating seniors as they 
take the next steps in their educational journeys. This year, we are proud to recognize 

Andrew Hahn and Alex Storhaug as the recipients of the 
2025 Church Scholarship. 

We celebrate their accomplishments and pray for God’s guid-
ance and blessings as they pursue their future plans.  
 
Congratulations, Andrew and Alex! 
 
 
 
 
 

(left to right: Andrew Hahn and Alex Storhaug) 
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Celebrating our Seniors! 
 

On May 4, we had the joy of recognizing and celebrating our graduating high school 
seniors during worship. Surrounded by family, friends, and their church community, 
these young people were honored for their achievements and blessed as they prepare 
to step into the next chapter of their lives. 
 

Each senior was presented with a quilt, lovingly made by our Piecemakers group, as a 
reminder of the warmth, prayers, and support of their church family. It was a mean-
ingful moment of encouragement and celebration for these students as they prepare 
for what comes next. 
 

Congratulations to all of our graduates—we are proud of you and will continue to hold 
you in prayer as you journey forward! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Seniors from left to right: Ernest Ting, Andrew Hahn, Alex Storhaug, Braeden Moore, 
Ayden Contreras, Ava Gaalswyk 
 

Food Donations for VBS 
 

Each evening of VBS we provide a meal for the whole family beginning at 5:00. In or-
der to do this, we would greatly appreciate donations of menu items.  If you would like 
to help provide items, please follow this link: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040B4DA5A62EA46-56718881-vbsmeals or you may click the link on the front 
page of our website – www.brookingsmethodist.org.  Thank you very much! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B4DA5A62EA46-56718881-vbsmeals
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B4DA5A62EA46-56718881-vbsmeals
http://www.brookingsmethodist.org


 8 

Camp Firelight VBS 
It’s almost time – for VBS!! VBS is June 10-12 in the evening. Children will enjoy 3 days of mu-
sic, crafts, games and more.  We will begin each evening with a meal for the family at 5:00. 
 
Children who have turned 4 by June 9, 2025 – 5th grade (grade just finished) are eligible for 
VBS. 
 
Mark your calendars and spread the word! Come gather around the campfire and discover 
how God’s light guides our path!  If you would like to sign your child up for VBS, please follow 
this link: https://bit.ly/VBSFIRELIGHT2025.  

 
Gretchen Knutson, Education Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fathers Day: June will be Tool Time! 
(For local Habitat for Humanity support) 

 
Honor or Remember your father or special male friend / relative through your #onething do-
nation*. During the month of June we will continue to support to Honor or Remember your 
father or special male friend / relative.  Each $10 donation will purchase help at the local Hab-
itat for Humanity build homes in the Brookings area in honor of and 
in remembrance of someone special to you.  Habitat for Humanity is 
in partnership with the United Methodist Church. 
 
Habitat volunteers build new homes, rehabilitate old ones and do odd 
jobs like painting and yard work for homeowners.  They purchase 
tools for their tool shed for work to be done. Volunteers can also 
work in the Brookings Restore.  Brookings First UMC has long been a 
supporter of and has had many volunteers involved in the Habitat for 
Humanity work in our area. We sponsored a home a couple of years 
ago in honor of Lloyd Darnall and Dave McCaa. Check our their website for the latest news 
(https://brookingshabitat.org/) 
 
 

https://bit.ly/VBSFIRELIGHT2025
https://brookingshabitat.org/
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Each year at Annual Conference a Miracle Offering is taken. This year’s donations 
will go towards Midwest Mission in the form of kit items or funds for disaster re-
sponse through UMCOR. Brookings First UMC is part of this effort to help those in 
need across the country and world. 
 
At this time, the biggest needs are Home Care Kits and Personal Dignity Kits.  You 
do not have to complete a kit. You can buy one or all items (even in bulk) and they 
will be packaged at the Midwest Mission Distribution Center. (i.e., if there is a sale 
on dish soap you could purchase 3 bottles, etc.).  Bring items or money to the church 
by June 3. Thank you for making an impact on someone’s life! 
 
Home Care Kit items     Personal Dignity Kits 
Liquid household cleaner;  56-80 oz,                              1 lotion – 8-10 oz 
     no spray bottles                  1 hand towel – no kitchen towels 
Dish soap; 42-64 oz     1 washcloth – no dish cloths 
Liquid laundry detergent; 100-150 oz total  1 toothbrush – no multipacks 
1 scrub brush      1 bar soap – 3-4 oz 
1 5 gallon round bucket with resealable lid  1 shampoo – 12-19 oz 
       1 deodorant – 2-3 oz (stick,  
            roll-on, or pump) 
       1 one-gallon resealable plastic 
            bag 
       $2 donation for toothpaste and a 
            carrying bag 
 

Special Annual Conference Offering: supporting Midwest Mission 
Midwest Mission is our (our Jurisdictional depot, located in Illinois) 
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Church Staff 
Pastoral Staff 

Jen Osterloh……………………..pastorjen@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Education Director 

Gretchen Knutson………….. education@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Community Life Center Director 

Vonda Kirkham…….….communitylife@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Office Coordinator 

  Deb Davis…………...……….…..…...office@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Worship Tech/Media Director and Facility Manager 

Sam Becker…………………………….media@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Worship Coordinator 
    Maria Schlueter……………...….worship@brookingsmethodist.org  
 
Tech Coordinator 

Paul Schmidt………………….………….tech@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Music Coordinator 
Bunny Christie……………………..…music@brookingsmethodist.org 
  

Choir Director, Organist 
Shawn Stemsrud………..……..…….music@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Campus Ministry Coordinator 
   
Organists:      Joan Riessen 
                        MK Hugghins                     
 
Manna Cook: Katie Knutson 
 
Choir Accompanist: Thomas Tvedt 
Accompanist: Mary McCullough 

Connect with us! 
Church Office Hours:  
Mon-Thur:  8:30am-12:00 pm 
and 1:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Closed on Fridays 
 
Need prayer? Email 
prayer@brookingsmethodist.org 
and Pastor Jen will pray with 
you! 

/FUMCBrookings 

@brookingsfumc 
First United 
Methodist Brookings 

brookingsmethodist.org 

Give Online to Brookings First United Methodist Church! 
Without your gifts, none of our community ministries would be possible. We have 
easy ways to give online or scan the QR code for more information: 

1) VANCO MOBILE APP: Download the Vanco Mobile app 
       from the App Store or Google Play. Once installed, search 
       “Brookings”, select FUMC, and follow directions. 
2) TEXT: Send a text message to 605-250-0807 with the 
      dollar amount of the gift and follow directions. 

 
The office will be closed 
on Thursday, June 19, for  
Juneteenth 
Day.  

mailto:music@brookingsmethodist.org
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Radio Broadcast Sponsorships  
Now is the time to sign up for a radio broadcast 
sponsorship in 2025.  If you would like to sponsor a 
broadcast at $60 in memory, honor, or celebration of a 
loved one or anniversary, you may: 

      - Contact the office at 605-692-4345  
      - Email office@brookingsmethodist.org  

 

Summer Weekly Worship Schedule 
Sundays:   9:30am  Radio Broadcast (on KBRK 1430AM) 
  10:00am  Sunday Morning Worship (in-person and online) 
   
 
   

Watch Online at Any Time! 

mailto:office@brookingsmethodist.org
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