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FOCUS 
N E W S L E T T E R  

     June 2024 
FROM THE PASTOR 

The God Who Thunders 

3 The voice of the LORD is over the waters; 
    the God of glory thunders, 
7 The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire. 
8 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 
10 The LORD sits enthroned over the flood;. 
11 May the LORD give strength to his people! 
    May the LORD bless his people with peace!    
   (Psalm 29) 

Psalm 29 uses the images of a storm to speak peace into the 
lives of the people of God.  In describing the thunder and 
lightening that “shakes the wilderness”, this Psalm invites 
those who pray it to bring their own shaken-up lives to God. 
They are reminded that God is the Lord of the floods, and that 
they can discover inner strength and peace.  
 
We too hear the summer storms rumbling across the prairie 
and watch the lightening circle the skies around our city; and 
we see election storms lighting up the political skies, and feel 
our worlds shaken by the thunder of illness and bereavement, 
or our families shaken up by broken relationships. Let this 
Psalm remind us that “the Lord gives strength to his people”. It 
is God who can speak peace into the storm in the wilderness and 
calm the storms in our hearts, in our country, and in our world.      

Pastor Pete 
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Harvest Table 
Harvest Table has some openings for a serving group to 
serve about 100 Harvest Table guests this summer. The 
dates are July 1 and 29, August 5, 19, and 26. Please 
contact Vonda to schedule your group. We would also 
appreciate donations of nonperishable food items and 
personal items such as toilet paper, facial tissue, 
deodorant, shampoo, and dish detergent. Thank you for 
your support of the Harvest Table program. 

Vonda Kirkham,  Harvest Table Director  
 
 

Trustees Report 
The trustees have had a busy spring. We are working on applying for a federal grant 
to improve security on our church campus, especially outdoors and in areas where 
children are present. We continue to find and fix roof leaks with our new contractor. 
Adding an emergency exit door to the north side of the Education Center is also a 
priority. Talk to any of our trustees for more information on these projects! 

Craig Schlueter, Trustees Chair 

 

Annual Conference 

The 31st session of the Dakotas Annual Conference will be held June 6-8, 2024, in 
Bismarck, North Dakota. The gathering will include inspiring worship, business, 
conversations about who and where we are, and celebration of clergy milestones. 
Drawing on Isaiah 43:1, the theme of this year’s gathering is “Jesus. Redeemer.” We 
are all called and redeemed by God. God rightfully declares: "You are mine." We will 
gather as one body at Legacy United Methodist Church and McCabe United Methodist 
Church.  
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 General Conference of the United Methodist Church 
The United Methodist Church’s top legislative body met at the Charlotte Convention 
Center in North Carolina April 23-May 3, 2020. The Dakotas UMC was represented by 
Rev. Rebecca Trefz and Kara Hagel, with reserve delegates, Rev. Sara Nelson, and 
Beata Ferris. Here is a summary of the key decisions: 
Delegates approved a restructure the denomination into global regions: the U.S., 
Africa, Europe, and the Philippines would become regional conferences with the 
same authority to adapt the Book of Discipline for more missional effectiveness. 
Delegates also voted to give sacramental authority to deacons, to pay lower 
apportionments to the general church, to become a partner in full communion with 
the Episcopal Church, and to eliminate the 52-year-old assertion in the 
denomination’s Social Principles that “the practice of homosexuality… is 
incompatible with Christian teaching.” General Conference asked annual conferences 
and agencies to honor the denomination’s commitment not to reject lesbian or gay 
members. The General Conference also called on local churches to be informed and to 
work against racial discrimination and gender-based violence. 

None of the decisions change the mission of the church or our Articles of 
Religion and Confession of Faith which are our doctrinal standards.  The removal of 
exclusionary language does not require any pastor or church to host or officiate same 
gender weddings, or require a church to be forced to receive a LGBTQ pastor. It does, 
however, give concrete expression to our desire to be a church of “open hearts, open 
minds and open doors”. 

 
See also the United Methodist Foundational Documents.  
(https://www.umc.org/en/content/foundational-documents).  

https://link.44interactive.com/c/443/d5880146ad620850c009b4c40dacb6bcfbf3163a8f617a59cd5e34b3f32becd0
https://link.44interactive.com/c/443/d5880146ad620850c009b4c40dacb6bcfbf3163a8f617a59cd5e34b3f32becd0
https://link.44interactive.com/c/443/d5880146ad620850c009b4c40dacb6bcfbf3163a8f617a59bf9e82ef7548b7f5
https://link.44interactive.com/c/443/d5880146ad620850c009b4c40dacb6bcfbf3163a8f617a59ddbe6bdbd2fcd703
https://www.umc.org/en/content/foundational-documents
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Susan's Saga  
God really overruled on a recent trip to the Mixteca by providing a travel buddy who 
needed me even more than I needed her!   

An unexpected trip to the Mixteca came up for an additional joint church service to 
bring to a close the Week of Celebrating the Home.  Even though it was an extra trip, 
there was a nudge that I should go, but I couldn't find a travel buddy.  It would have 
been sensible to stay at home, but I couldn't seem to let go of the trip. At the last mi-
nute on Saturday night, I called one of the Mixtec ladies in the language area, to see 
if her sister here in Oaxaca could go with me.  It turns out she was already out there 
for Mothers Day, but the pastor's wife was urgently looking for a ride.  They live here 
in Oaxaca, but they don't have a car.  He is pastor for 10 tiny churches scattered 
through the mountains.  He had gone out to one of the churches on Saturday for a 
meeting, but she had stayed in Oaxaca as their daughters had activities.  He had a 
health crisis on Saturday in the village, so naturally she really wanted to go out, but 
public transportation is even more erratic on Sundays. I didn't have her contact in-
formation, but our Mixtec friend got us connected.  The wife rode with me on Sunday 
morning, while the daughters stayed with their grandmother.  Her need for a ride 
was greater than my looking for a travel companion!  

We found out that the pastor had had an episode in which his blood sugar dropped 
and his blood pressure soared. Fortunately one of the Mixtec ladies at that church 
has had some training in health issues, and she had insulin which she gave him.  She 
got him stabilized.  No wonder his wife urgently wanted to go out!  It's also good I 
could give them a ride straight back into Oaxaca after the church service, without 
them having to wait for public transport, as there is nothing direct.  They probably 
would have had to have transferred the mode of transport at least 3 or 4 times.  

I saw God's hand in a big way.  This unplanned trip turned out to be a blessing.  The 
pastor's wife was a blessing to me, by being a travel buddy, but I was an even bigger 
blessing to her.  And we could both be blessings to the Mixtecs who gathered at the 
church service.   

Thank you for being part of the blessing.   

Susan Hugghins  

Susan Hugghins is a daughter of this church serving in full-time ministry as a Bible translator among the Mixtec people of 
Oaxaca, Mexico.   Susan’s sending agency, Wycliffe Bible Translators, is a non-denominational organization; she raises her 
own funds to support this ministry. 
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Church Camping Weekend 

The reservations are made and there is room for you!  Join us 
for a church camping weekend at Oakwood Lakes State Park 
August 2-4.  We will share in a couple of potluck meals (always 
delicious), great conversation and activities as we desire!  Can’t 
camp?  Join us for the day or meal (Saturday evening and  

Sunday brunch). It’s always a fun time and great time to get to 
know each other a bit better. Let Gretchen know if you would like your spot reserved 
and for more information. 

 

Thank You Piecemakers! 
 
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to the Piecemakers Quilting group for their  
incredible dedication and hard work in crafting beautiful quilts for our high school 
graduates. Your talent and generosity will add warmth and comfort to their journey 
as they embark on the next chapter of their lives. Your kindness has not only created 
cherished keepsakes but also served as a reminder of the supportive community that 
surrounds them.  
 
 
 

Campers 
 
Please keep the following campers in your prayers as 
they attend camp this month. 

Mini-Camp A – Lake Poinsett – 6/16-19 
Kristopher Brandsrud 
Gabriel Schmidt 
Alyzabeth Schmidt 
 

Gretchen Knutson, Education Director 
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#onething 
You are invited to donate to the Solar Oven            
Partners mission through #onething in June.  
Each solar oven costs about $150 to manufacture 
and  deliver to a trained solar cook. Because vol-
unteers donate their labor, per-unit costs are 
very low. Oven recipients also make a small fi-
nancial donation, contributing toward a sense of  
dignity and ownership. 

We seek to improve community well-being for partners:  
Physically – better health and greater personal safety 
Economically –cost savings and income opportunities 
Environmentally – improved air quality and reduced deforestation 
Spiritually – increase awareness of and relationship with Jesus Christ 

Please give generously to this #onething offering!  Thank you! 

Lorna Jost, Missions Committee 
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Help Needed at Storm Mountain 
 
For a variety of valid reasons, Storm Mountain is currently facing a staffing shortage. 
Unfortunately, it is impossible to do the usual ministry that we expect out of Storm 
Mountain with minimal staffing. Please note, we still have an on-call nurse, but it's 
just simply not enough. 
 These are the dates we're actively looking for people: 
Counseling 

Jr High Wilderness; June 9 - 14; 1 female counselor needed 
Peak Experience; June 30 - July 5; 1 female counselor needed 
Summer's Last Blast; August 7 - 10; 1 male & 1 female counselor needed 
A Rockin' Experience; August 9-11; 1 female counselor needed 

Support Staff (kitchen, cleaning, and lawn) 
July 15-19 
July 28 - July 31 
Aug 3 - 10 

To be staff or a counselor, you must be 18+ and pass a background check. 
If you or someone you know is interested in helping us in some capacity, please email 
me at tanner.clark@dakcamps.org. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Tanner Clark, Storm Mountain Center Site Director 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 
Join us for the church service at 10am on July 14th at the bandshell in Pioneer Park 
during the Brookings Summer Arts Festival this year!  Please note: there will not be a 
sanctuary service on this Sunday.   

mailto:tanner.clark@dakcamps.org
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Worship Committee 
 
It is summer and we at FUMC are powering up! Even though our choirs are winding 
down, Bunny has so many musical celebrations to enhance our worship this summer. 
The tech team has installed the new sound in the CLC to enhance that venue. We are 
excited about VBS news on June 2nd. Also on June 2nd we have a blessing of the bikes 
(spread the word) in the parking lot for our motorcycle enthusiasts following our 
service. We are preparing for the service in the park at the Summer Arts Festival on 
July 14th, and we look forward to seeing everyone there. Before you know it we will 
celebrate the return of our SDSU students at our August 25th Welcome. Those lazy, 
hazy days of summer have a lot to offer as we celebrate God.  
   

Harriet Svec, Worship Committee  

 
 

Fruit Slush Booth at the 2024  Brookings 
Summer Arts Festival July 13-14 
The church will have a booth at the Arts Festival,  July 13
-14. Your help with the slush booth is needed and 
signups for various work options will be available soon. 
Proceeds support ongoing mission projects of the 
church and will be a great way to get involved and 
reconnected with your church family! 

We need your help with picking strawberries, making 
the slush, setting up the booth, and working at the 
booth. We will have sign-up sheets starting on Sunday, June 2, until July 7, 2024. You 
can sign up at the Welcome Center before & after the service, or on Sign-Up Genius 
(www.brookingsmethodist.org/slushbooth). COME JOIN US! 

 

James Honomichl, Missions Committee  

http://www.brookingsmethodist.org/slushbooth
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Honor or Remember your father or special male friend / relative through your 
#onething donation* in June!  Each $10 donation will purchase help the local Habitat 
for Humanity build homes in the Brookings area in honor of and in remembrance of 
someone special to you.  Habitat for Humanity is in partnership with the United 
Methodist Church. 

Habitat volunteers build new homes, rehabilitate old ones and do odd jobs like  

painting and yard work for homeowners.  They purchase tools for their tool shed for 
work to be done. Volunteers can also work in the Brookings Restore.  Brookings FUMC 
has long been a supporter of and has had many volunteers involved in the Habitat for 
Humanity work in our area. We sponsored a home a couple of years ago in honor of 
Lloyd Darnall and Dave McCaa. Check our their website for the latest news (https://
brookingshabitat.org/) 

Forms for honorees can be found at the Welcome Centers. If you give online, please 
email Lynelle in the church office 
(office@brookingsmethodist.org) indicating the name(s) 
of those you are honoring / remembering. If you wish, put 
an H by the honorees name and an R by those you are 
remembering. (i.e.,John Doe - R, Jason Dow - H). Checks 
can also be sent to the church with your list of honorees 
which will be posted on Fathers Day ! 

*To give through #onething online: go to BROOKINGS 
FUMC website for online giving: http://
www.brookingsmethodist.org/donate.html. 

Lorna Jost, Missions Committee 

https://brookingshabitat.org/
https://brookingshabitat.org/
mailto:office@brookingsmethodist.org
http://www.brookingsmethodist.org/donate.html%20
http://www.brookingsmethodist.org/donate.html%20
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Congratulations Perry and Barb! 
You are invited to an Open House to celebrate 50 
years of marriage for Barb and Perry Johnson. 
An open house will be held on June 22, 2024, at 
2:00-4:00 pm in the Community Life Center  
“Please let your presence be your present.” 

Come celebrate with us! Feel free to pass the word 
to others that will be interested in attending. 

Our church family  
children spent an  
afternoon learning about 
Holy Communion.  They 
made bread and will serve 
the bread at a   
Communion service. 
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“Blanket the World with Love” 

  Mother’s Day Blankets           
Honoree                 Giver     

 
In Remembrance of Mary Lou Little  Rick & Lorna Jost 
In Honor of Lynae Heninger   Rick & Lorna Jost 
In Honor of Erica Woodford   Rick & Lorna Jost 
In Honor of Jenny Grassow   Rick & Lorna Jost 
In Honor of Lynelle Hagedorn  Rick & Lorna Jost 
In Honor of Lynette Smith   Rick & Lorna Jost 
In Remembrance of Teri Woodford  Rick & Lorna Jost 
In Remembrance of Stella Little  Rick & Lorna Jost 
In Remembrance of Lucille Jost  Rick & Lorna Jost 
In Honor of Brenda Hieb   Rick & Lorna Jost 
In Honor of Joanie Holm   Rick & Lorna Jost 
In Remembrance of Dorothy Hult  Larry & Barb Hult 
In Remembrance of Ruth Buckneberg Larry & Barb Hult 
In Honor of Barbara Hult   Larry Hult 
In Remembrance of Catherine Smith  Bob & Lynette Smith 
In Remembrance of Lucille Haas  Bob & Lynette Smith 
In Remembrance of Ida Slocum  Bob & Lynette Smith 
In Remembrance of Francis Sherlock Bob & Lynette Smith 
In Remembrance of Beatrice Howard Rich Howard 
In Remembrance of Marion Woodall Wilson Rich Howard 
In Honor of Pat Niemeyer   Beth & Ope Niemeyer 
In Honor of Carmen Niemeyer  Beth & Ope Niemeyer 
In Remembrance of Glady McCracken Beth & Ope Niemeyer 
In Remembrance of our Grandmothers Beth & Ope Niemeyer 
In Remembrance of Julie Cooper  Jim & Shirley Cooper 
In Remembrance of Pearl Lee   Bonnie Busdicker 
In Remembrance of Dolores May  Bonnie Busdicker 
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In Remembrance of Elaine Powers  Bonnie Busdicker 
In Remembrance of Vivian Saathoff  Russel & Cheryl Christensen 
In Remembrance of Waneta Christensen Russel & Cheryl Christensen 
In Honor of Kateyn Young    Russel & Cheryl Christensen 
In Honor of Amy Christensen   Russel & Cheryl Christensen 
In Honor of Sheryl Christensen  Russel Christensen 
In Honor of Voleta Schnabel   Charlie Schnabel 
In Remembrance of Arlene Harvey  Charlie Schnabel 
In Remembrance of Rosetta Schnabel Charlie Schnabel 
In Remembrance of Katherina Hilgemann Charlie Schnabel 
In Remembrance of Carol Schlueter  Schlueter Family 
In Honor of Kathy Rylaarsdam  Schlueter Family 
In Remembrance of Joan Moeller  Schlueter Family 
In Remembrance of Alice Rylaarsdam Schlueter Family 
In Honor of Maria Schlueter    Schlueter Family 
In Remembrance of Marcene Smith  Diane Culver 
In Remembrance of Esther Culver  Diane Culver 
In Remembrance of Lucile Monsee’s  Diane Culver 
In Honor of Kay Becker    Becker Family 
In Honor of MK Hugghins   Becker Family 
In Remembrance of Doris Becker  Becker Family 
In Remembrance of Katherine Scott  Joella Anderson 
In Remembrance of Marian Anderson Joella Anderson 
In Remembrance of Barbara Berntson Joella Anderson 
In Remembrance of Hannah Sharp  D. Jean Pahl 
In Remembrance of Margaret Haber J eanine McKeown 
In Remembrance of Ferne McKeown  Jeanine McKeown 
In Remembrance of Neva Corlett  Jeanine McKeown 
In Honor of Jessica Loos   Jeanine McKeown 
In Remembrance of Jean Andersen  Khristine Haensel 
In Remembrance of Agnes Sechser  Keith & Betty Allison 
In Remembrance of Fern Allison  Keith & Betty Allison 
In Remembrance of Mary Moe  Sheri Trudeau 
In Remembrance of Sally Hieb  Rick & Brenda Hieb 
In Honor of Anna Klassen      Rick & Brenda Hieb 
In Honor of Janelle Vande Griend  Rick & Brenda Hieb 
In Honor of Kristen Kmetz   Rick & Brenda Hieb 
In Honor of Lisa Waddell   Rick & Brenda Hieb 
 



 

14 

In Remembrance of  Marj Bohlen  Rick & Brenda Hieb 
In Honor of Lois Simmons   Doug & Cheryl Beste 
In Remembrance of LaVerna Beste  Doug & Cheryl Beste 
In Honor of Mary Eliason   Steve & Penny Eliason Family 
In Honor of Janice Raske   Steve & Penny Eliason Family 
In Honor of Donna Ketchledge  Joanie Holm 
In Honor of Holly Watters   Joanie Holm 
In Honor of Becky Smith   Joanie Holm 
In Remembrance of Ginny Smith  Joanie Holm 
In Remembrance of Mildred Shields  MK Hugghins 
In Remembrance of Dua Hugghins  K Hugghins 
In Honor of Kristin Barrett Hugghins MK Hugghins 
In Honor of Susan Hugghins   MK Hugghins 
In Honor of Kay Hugghins Becker  MK Hugghins 
In Remembrance of Lucile Pulscher  Betty Ruth Mennis 
In Remembrance of Cleo Carley  Barb Meyer 
In Remembrance of Mae Meyer  Barb Meyer 
In Remembrance of Ruby Norton  Gary & Avis Norton 
In Remembrance of Erna Saxowsky  Gary & Avis Norton 
In Remembrance of Pam Scarborough Gary & Avis Norton 
In Honor of Sharla Peterman   Gary & Avis Norton 
In Honor of Jeannie Short-Scarborough Gary & Avis Norton 
In Remembrance of Sammie Kilmer  Joyce Simet 
In Remembrance of Nellie McLain  Joyce Simet 
In Remembrance of Betty Telkamp  Doug & Teresa Telkamp 
In Remembrance of Frances Sundermann  Doug & Teresa Telkamp 
In Remembrance of Ann Weber   Doug & Teresa Telkamp 
In Remembrance of Janis Moore   Ron & Linda Thaden 
In Remembrance of Grace Thaden     Ron & Linda Thaden 
In Honor of Linda Thaden      Ron & Linda Thaden 
In Honor of Barb Meyer   Ron & Linda Thaden 
In Honor of Mary Beth Fishback  Tom, Mae & Ollie Fishback 
In Honor of Kris Williams   Tom, Mae & Ollie Fishback 
In Honor of Barb Fishback      Tom, Mae & Ollie Fishback 
In Remembrance for Bernice Algoe Crane  Becca Hermann & Family 
In Remembrance of Marlene Crane Baughman Becca Hermann & Family 
In Remembrance of Jean Merton Hermann  Becca Hermann & Family 
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 In Honor of Amy Merchant      Dan, Autumn & Taiya Merchant 
In Remembrance of Lillian Svec  Harriet & Harvey Svec 
In Honor of Veryl Hai       Linda Kay Hai 
In Honor of Marilyn Wek   Linda Kay Hai 
In Honor of Deborah Melstad      Linda Kay Hai 
In Honor of Tammy Hai   Linda Kay Hai 
In Honor of Haiden Creel      Linda Kay Hai 
In Honor of Brea Creel   Linda Kay Hai 
In Remembrance of Ruth Anderson    LeRoy Anderson 
In Honor of Sonja Anderson      LeRoy Anderson 
In Honor of Rhonda Raue     LeRoy Anderson  
In Honor of Amy Kegan-Anderson     LeRoy Anderson 
In Honor of Kendra Kattelmann  Dean Kattelmann 
In Honor of Leslie Moagan      Dean Kattelmann 
In Remembrance of Helen Jean Kattelmann Dean Kattelmann 
In Remembrance of Luetta Ferwenda Dean Kattelmann 
In Remembrance of Gertrude DeZeeuw Don & Judi DeZeeuw 
In Remembrance of Adell McKeown     Don & Judi DeZeeuw 
In Honor of Sherry Mohror      Don & Judi DeZeeuw 
In Honor of Jackie Rippert     Don & Judi DeZeeuw 
In Remembrance of Beth Christie     Matt & Bunny Christie 
In Remembrance of Lucile Pulscher     Betty Mennis  
In Remembrance of Norma Nielsen     Dale & Annette Storhaug 
In Remembrance Evelyn Storhaug     Dale & Annette Storhaug 
In Remembrance of Blanche Grossenburg  Dale & Annette Storhaug 
In Honor of Kristine Storhaug  Dale & Annette Storhaug 
In Remembrance of Mary Winkelman Darla Smith-Strande 
In Remembrance of Mrs. Martin (Alice) Smith    Darla Smith-Strande 
In Remembrance of Evelyn Strande             Darla Smith-Strande 
In Honor of Trish Matson Buus  Chris, Nate & Taira Buus 
In Honor of Lois Buus       Chris, Nate & Taira Buus 
In Honor of Brenda Buus      Chris, Nate & Taira Buus 
In Remembrance of Belle Q Hegan     Bill & Nancy Wadsworth 
In Remembrance of Arline G Wadsworth     Bill & Nancy Wadsworth       
In Remembrance of Irene Grieme     Barbara Crosser 
In Remembrance of Neva Holter  Lynelle Hagedorn 
In Remembrance of Helen Brakke     Lynelle Hagedorn 
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In Honor of Stef Kerr       Lynelle Hagedorn 
In Honor of Marcey Hagedorn  Lynelle Hagedorn 
In Remembrance of Martha Klaudt     Pearl Ivers 
In Remembrance of Gladyce Ivers     Pearl Ivers 
In Remembrance of LaRayne Wahlstrom       Ron Wahlstrom 
In Remembrance of Dora Rauenhors  Carol Montgomery 
In Remembrance of Lennis Sigrist     Carol Montgomery 
In Remembrance of Alyce Bradshaw     Carol Montgomery 
In Honor of Juanita Corey      Carol Montgomery 
In Remembrance of Gene Christie      Jill Christie 
In Remembrance of Darlene Carson     Craig & Kim Carson 
In Remembrance of Ella Mae Korthal    Craig & Kim Carson 
In Honor of Kim Carson   Craig & Kim Carson 
In Remembrance of Candace Anderson Sonja Anderson 
In Remembrance of Ruth Anderson     Sonja Anderson 
In Remembrance of Florence Fitzsimmons   Sonja Anderson 
In Remembrance of Tera Anderson               Sonja Anderson 
In Remembrance of Alice Craig Dickinson      Ruth Dickinson & Russell Fries 
In Remembrance of LaVaughn Hock Fries      Ruth Dickinson & Russell Fries 
In Remembrance of Marilyn Everrett               Mark & Jeanne Stratton 
In Remembrance of Ardis Stratton                Mark & Jeanne Stratton 
In Remembrance of Jane Howard                Lance Howard 
In Honor of Abigail Howard                 Lance Howard 
In Remembrance of Elnora Helms                Sheila Helms 
In Remembrance of Henrietta Helms                Sheila Helms 
In Remembrance of Hattie Miller                Sheila Helms 
In Honor of Susan, Emily, Amy    Sandy Ballou 

 
Thank you so much for honoring mothers and 
other significant women in our lives by  
purchasing Church World Service Blankets.  
These blankets provide warmth and shelter, 
comfort and privacy, and healing wherever 
God’s people may need care.  They are a wonder-
ful give and you can provide a little bit of hope 
at the same time.  
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Music Ministry Summer 2024 
How many fingers do you have on both hands?! 10?! 
Maybe you have 8 fingers with two thumbs?! 
Denny Carmichael provided BFUMC Music Ministry with 
a 12 string guitar that doesn’t want to collect dust! If you 
are interested in trying it out to be played with the 
Worship Team, please reach out. No need for more than 8
-10 fingers to play!  

BFUMC Music Ministry is looking for the following: 
• Any individual that would like to accompany vocalists and musicians – especially  
        accompany children 
• Any individual or groups that would like to offer musical talents during worship.                       
• While April 24, 2024 is our last Wednesday service for the school year, Sunday         

worship never takes a break! 
 Any individual who may fancy themselves knowledgeable in grant writing and 

application. Music Ministry at BFUMC is looking to replace outdated sound 
equipment in both facilities, purchase worship resources such as phone apps and 
music website memberships, and continuing education funds for BFUMC Music 
Ministry leaders. All of these tools and resources have costs associated with them 
that are not always anticipated in a church budget! But, applying for grants and 
receiving funding can help offset unexpected costs. 

If you are interested in any of the above activities, please reach out to Bunny Christie, 
BFUMC Music Coordinator at music@brookingsmethodist.org. 

Mark your calendar!  
7/14/24 – Worship and Music led by BFUMC Worship Team at the Brookings Summer 
Arts Festival 
 

Bunny Christie, Music Coordinator 

mailto:music@brookingsmethodist.org


 

18  

First United Methodist Church cares about you!  
Please reach out if you are in crisis! 

Suicide is a leading cause of death in the United States. The 
number of people with a substance use disorder continues to 
increase. The 988 Lifeline is a direct connection to immediate and free support and 
resources for anyone in crisis. 

 Whatever time: Day. Night. Weekend. Whatever the reason: Mental health distress. 
Substance use crisis. Thoughts of suicide. The 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline is here for 
you. Text 988 | Call 988 | Chat 988lifeline.org 

Joanie Holm,  Congregation Caring Coordinator 

 

Trustees  
 
On behalf of the trustees I would like to that all the trustees members, United  
Methodist Men, and United Women in Faith that came and helped clean the CLC  
kitchen last month.   
Without them it would have taken all day to do everything we did. 
 

Craig Schlueter, Trustees Chair 

http://988lifeline.org
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Church Staff 
Pastoral Staff 

Pete Grassow…………………..pastorpete@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Education Director 

Gretchen Knutson………….. education@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Community Life Center Director 

Vonda Kirkham…….….communitylife@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Office Manager 

Lynelle Hagedorn………….…..…...office@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Financial Coordinator  
    Linda Kay Hai ……………………...finance@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Worship Tech/Media Director and Facility Manager 

Sam Becker…………………………….media@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Tech Coordinator 

Paul Schmidt…………………………….tech@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Wednesday Activities Coordinator 
                                            wedactivities@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Music Coordinator 
Bunny Christie……………………..…music@brookingsmethodist.org 
  

Choir Director, Organist, Worship Team Accompanist 
Shawn Stemsrud………..…………….music@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Campus Ministry Coordinator 
 
 
Congregation Caring Coordinator 

Joanie Holm…………………………………...…….….jholm229@gmail.com 
 
Organists:                         Manna Cook: Katie Knutson 
     Joan Riessen                   Choir Accompanist: Thomas Tvedt 
     MK Hugghins 
     Shawn Stemsrud 

Connect with us! 
Church Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri:  8:30am-12:00 pm 
 
Need prayer? Email 
prayer@brookingsmethodist.org 
and Pastor Pete will pray with 
you! 

/FUMCBrookings 

@brookingsfumc 
First United 
Methodist Brookings 

brookingsmethodist.org 

Give Online to Brookings First United Methodist Church! 
Without your gifts, none of our community ministries would be possible. We have 
easy ways to give online or scan the QR code for more information: 

1) VANCO MOBILE APP: Download the Vanco Mobile app 
       from the App Store or Google Play. Once installed, search 
       “Brookings”, select FUMC, and follow directions. 
2) TEXT: Send a text message to 605-250-0807 with the 
      dollar amount of the gift and follow directions. 

 
Church Office Hours 
Please note that the church 
office will be closed on the 
following day in May:  
• Juneteeth June 19th 

mailto:music@brookingsmethodist.org
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Radio Broadcast Sponsorships  
 
The 2024 calendar still has open dates that are available to sign up for a radio 
broadcast sponsorship.  If you would like to sponsor a broadcast at $60 in memory, 
honor, or celebration of a loved one or anniversary, you may: 

       
- Visit brookingsmethodist.org and click on RADIO BROADCAST SPONSORS  
      - Contact the office at 605-692-4345  
      - Email office@brookingsmethodist.org  

Summer Weekly Worship Schedule 
Sundays:   9:30am  Radio Broadcast (on KBRK 1430AM) 
  10:00am  Sunday Morning Worship (in-person and online) 
 

 
Watch Online at Any Time! 

http://www.brookingsmethodist.org/
mailto:office@brookingsmethodist.org
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Be Safe from Scams 
Several scam email and text messages have 
been circulated around the  
congregation recently, purporting to be from 
Pastor Pete or other congregation members.  

This is how these scams work: 
• You get a call or a text from an unknown 

phone number or email, pretending to be Pastor Pete (in this example). 
They will ask you to do a favor for them. 

• When you reply, they will say that they are unable to call because they 
are in a meeting and ask you to buy gift cards (frequently for Apple, 
eBay, or Steam) from a nearby store for someone in the hospital battling 
cancer (or another similar story). They will also ask for your discretion to 
keep it a surprise for the patient. 

• If you tell them you have gone to a store to buy gift cards, they will 
instruct you to scrape the paper off the back of the card and give them 
the code on the back. They will use the codes to redeem the gift cards 
online and disappear. 

What you can do: 
Our church leadership takes all possible steps to protect your personal  
information, but you can help protect yourself from these scams by doing a 
few things: 
• Don’t publish your phone number and email address in the FOCUS  
• newsletter, bulletin, or posters hanging up in church. Instead, use 

physical sign up sheets, a sign-up genius, or make arrangements with the 
church office to handle RSVPs or requests. 

• Don’t respond to these spam texts and emails. That shows the scammer 
that they have a legitimate contact.  

If you have any doubt about the legitimacy of a message, contact the church 
office directly at 605-692-4345 or office@brookingsmethodist.org  

 

Sam Becker, Worship Tech/Media Director 

mailto:office@brookingsmethodist.org
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