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        March 2025 
FROM THE PASTOR 
 

The world around us is rapidly 
changing. For a while now we’ve been 
talking about the economy and 
inflation and housing shortages and 
the need for more comprehensive 
access to medical care. Now with a 
change in our federal administration 
we’re seeing more changes to our federal workforce, 
countless policies, and even our relationships with 
historically important allies as our positions have taken 
big turns globally. There is a lot that feels uncertain about 
where all of this is going to end up, and it can be difficult 
to know where to turn for reliable news as we look for 
balance between staying informed, and not being 
overwhelmed. 
 
All of that: and we haven’t even named the truths of our 
personal lives that are still filled with our own challenges. 
People we love are hurting, grieving, sick, or depressed. 
Relationships are strained, we are over-extended with 
increasingly more busy lives in a culture that idolizes 
being busy, and we have questions about life and faith that 
weigh us down. Somehow, somewhere, we are in need of 
some respite. 
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If any of that sounds familiar to you, I hope you’ll join me for a time of 
reflection in the upcoming season of Lent (beginning on Ash Wednesday: 
March 5). We’ll begin this season with a traditional service of prayer and ashes 
as we reflect on what it means to render our hearts to God. Then in the season 
to follow (on both Wednesdays and Sundays), we will lean in to what it means 
to “Embrace the Uncertain” utilizing a book and study by Magrey R. deVega in 
which we talk about some of the personal topics we all wrestle with from 
uncertainty of faith, to forgiveness, to worry, and more.  
 
Throughout this season, we will be embracing these unsteady times as we 
acknowledge that Lent is an invitation for us to engage life’s uncertainties, not 
ignore them. We will embrace a new topic many of us struggle with every 
week, and it is by embracing the uncertain that we can look deeper into 
ourselves as we seek to determine: what resides in uncertainty for you? How 
are we addressing it? How is God present in the midst of it? And, of course, how 
does the coming Resurrection speak to that, and take away some of its power 
over me? 
 
The joy of resurrection is coming, friends. But first, let us embrace these 40 
days of Lent as an opportunity to lean into prayer, fasting, and reflection as we 
draw near to God: our provider, our light, and our hope in the darkness. 
 
 

Pastor Jen Osterloh   

605-692-4345 
pastorjen@brookingsmethodist.org 
605-692-4345pastorjen@brookingsmethodist.org 
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Meals on Wheels  
 

Each year FUMC commits to 8 weeks of meals on wheels 
deliveries.  Brookings Meals on Wheels provides seniors with 
food security support.  This is typically a nutritious meal, a short 
friendly visit, and a quick safety check.   
The last round of deliveries was completed December 30th - 
January 6th.  Please thank the following volunteers who did this 
round of deliveries: Sam & Kay Becker, Bob & Lynette Smith, Wayne & Colene Reiser, 
Larry & Barb Hult, Joanie Holm, Gary & Avis Norton, Linda Kay Hai & Gena Hult, and 
Perry & Barb Johnson.  For these volunteers, this is a demonstration of “God’s Love”. 
If you wish to be added to this enclave of volunteers - contact Perry Johnson at 
perbar3@mac.com. You will be added to the email notification list.  
 
This year’s four rounds of deliveries will occur on the following dates: 
 

Round 1: April 7th - 18th  
Round 2: July 14th - 25th  

Round 3: October 20th - 31th 
Round 4: December 29th - January 9th - 2026 

 

Perry Johnson, FUMC Meals on Wheel Coordinator 

 
United Women of Faith 
 
UMW Love Ribbons. Did you know when you 
purchase a ‘love ribbon’ that that money 
was designated for making bags for 
children?   
In January, the United Women of Faith got 
together  to fill bags with hygiene products 
for 60 children in Head Start. Items such as 
shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrush, socks and hair items will be used as a health lesson 
and sent home with their parents. We hope they enjoy them. We also contributed to 
the uptown Fire Fund.  
 

mailto:perbar3@mac.com
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Brookings First United Methodist Church Values 
 

Welcome: All are welcome in our church. “Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors” is 
to be found on the entrance of our buildings. This welcome also insists that each 
person who is welcomed should in turn be willing to show the same welcome to other 
people.  

 

Service: We are a community called to serve our community. For this reason, we have 
a Community Life Center and employ a Director to drive outreach. We serve Harvest 
Table, we give away diapers, and we participate in various mission and outreach 
projects including  Souperbowl of Caring, the Feeding Brookings Thanksgiving meal, 
Sleep in Heavenly Peace, and Solar Ovens. 

 

Teaching: We place a high value on teaching: we employ an Education Director, and 
we run classes and courses. This church intentionally promotes thoughtful, reflective 
Christian teaching.  

 

Diversity: We are a church that embraces a variety of people, ranging in ages from 
young children to the elderly in wheelchairs, from the academically educated to those 
who have learned from the hard knocks of life, and people of all political and social 
opinions. This is expressed in a variety of expressions of worship, in a range of 
opportunities to offer service, and in our willingness to try anything that will 
promote the love of Jesus.  
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Susan’s Saga 
Intelligence and knowledge are generally viewed as desirable and well worth striving 
for.  They are powerful attributes that can help us navigate life.  Education, learning, 
experience, and training are tools toward acquiring knowledge. Being smart can be 
advantageous in an academic setting.   We generally tend to admire intelligent people.   

Wisdom is another attribute that has to do with the mind.  However, it has additional 
elements that temper raw knowledge and intelligence.  Being wise goes beyond just 
accumulating facts and information.  It includes interpreting and knowing how and 
when to apply knowledge.  Discernment is necessary, in addition to mental acumen.   

The Bible provides necessary perspective on the topic:   

"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One 
is understanding." 

Thank you for your part in this process for a people group in Mexico.   

Susan Hugghins 
Scripture quotations are from the New American Standard Bible, Proverbs 9:10  and the Holy 
Bible, New Living Translation, Deuteronomy 29: 29  
Susan Hugghins is a daughter of this church serving in full-time ministry as a Bible translator among 
the Mixtec people of Oaxaca, Mexico.   Susan’s sending agency, Wycliffe Bible Translators, is a non-
denominational organization; she raises her own funds to support this ministry. 

 

MISSIONS 
Give Ye Them to Eat (GYTTE) is a community-based 
agriculture and health program in Puebla, Mexico, 
whose programs we have supported since 2022.  We will 
also covenant with GYTTE’s new missionary, Patrick 
Lewis, as the former missionary, Nan McCurdy has 
retired.  This year the Lenten Box donations will focus 

on GYTTE programs that train villagers in self-sustaining practices in agriculture, 
health and appropriate technology. It improves their health, livelihood, economy 
and overall well-being. 
This year as you fill your Lenten Box, don’t concentrate on ‘giving something up’ but 
on ‘giving over’ to help others!  These funds will be used for seminars on maternal 
health care, building fuel efficient mud stoves, educating community members on 
good agricultural practices and much, much more.  I encourage you to check out 
their mission priorities on the GYTTE webpage (www.gytte.org).  Thank you for 
giving and caring! 

http://www.gytte.org
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EDUCATION 
Summer Church Camp 
Registration is open for summer church camp! Be sure to get registered to get into 
your favorite camp. There are camps for every age and interest.  Don't miss the 
chance to join in on the fun and fellowship as we embark on a journey of faith, 
friendship, and excitement.   
Take a look here to find the best one for you - https://www.dakotasumc.org/camping.  
We are delighted to share that the church is offering a 75% scholarship for campers 
again this year! To take advantage of this fantastic opportunity, simply enter the code 
"brookingscampers" during the registration process. 
We understand that financial considerations may be a factor, and we want to make 
camp accessible to all. In addition to the church scholarship, there are further 
opportunities for financial assistance at both local and conference levels. For more 
information and assistance, please reach out to Gretchen at 
education@brookingsmethodist.org. 
Summer church camp is a time to create lasting memories, deepen your faith, and 
forge new friendships. Don't miss out on this incredible opportunity! 
 
Thank you to all who generously gave to support our camp scholarship program.  It is 
greatly appreciated! 

 
August Church Camping Opportunity 
For several years, our church has held a camping weekend the first weekend in 
August at Oakwood Lakes State Park.  This year the dates will be August 2-3.  It is a 
weekend of relaxation, a couple of meals together and lots of good stories! If you are 
interested in knowing more about the weekend, please talk to Gretchen.  If you know 
you would like to participate, let Gretchen know so a spot can be reserved for you. 

 
Family Art Day! 
Families of all ages are invited to unleash their creativity at Family Art Day on 
Sunday, April 6, from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in the church basement. This special 
event, led by Lisa Solum, will be a wonderful opportunity to gather as a church 
community, explore artistic expression, and enjoy a fun-filled time together. 

https://www.dakotasumc.org/camping
mailto:education@brookingsmethodist.org
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LENTEN STUDY 
Lenten Study = Embracing the Uncertain 
It is only by embracing the uncertain that we 
can fully acknowledge the power and the 
proof of the Resurrection on Easter Sunday.  It 
is at the empty tomb that we discover that the 
ground has settled, our footing is sure, and 
that there is only one source for a firm 
foundation upon which to build our lives. 
Please feel free to join one of our two times in 
which we are offering Embracing the Uncertain 
this Lent season.  
This lesson will be offered on Sunday 
mornings from 9:00-9:50 with Russ Daly 
leading in the church basement. 
Or join us on Wednesday’s from 7:00-8:00 in 
the conference room of the Education Center with Steve Eliason leading.  They will 
begin on Feb. 12. 

 

 

SOUPERBOWL  2025 
 

Thanks so much for your generosity in supporting 
the Sr. High Youth in their mission to gather cans 
of soup and donations for the Harvest Table during 
the Souper Bowl of Caring.  Over 350 food items 
and $1285 were collected!   
 
 
Your commitment to help “Tackle 
Hunger” in Brookings is 
awesome! 
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Church Staff 
Pastoral Staff 

Jen Osterloh……………………..pastorjen@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Education Director 

Gretchen Knutson………….. education@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Community Life Center Director 

Vonda Kirkham…….….communitylife@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Office Manager 

Lynelle Hagedorn………….…..…...office@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Financial Coordinator  
    Linda Kay Hai ……………………...finance@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Worship Tech/Media Director and Facility Manager 

Sam Becker…………………………….media@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Worship Coordinator 
    Maria Schlueter……………...….worship@brookingsmethodist.org  
 
Tech Coordinator 

Paul Schmidt………………….………….tech@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Music Coordinator 
Bunny Christie……………………..…music@brookingsmethodist.org 
  

Choir Director, Organist 
Shawn Stemsrud………..……..…….music@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Campus Ministry Coordinator 
 Alex Jensen…………………….…….campus@brookingsmethodist.org 

 
Congregation Caring Coordinator 

Joanie Holm…………………………………...…….….jholm229@gmail.com 
 
Organists:                         Manna Cook: Katie Knutson 
     Joan Riessen                     Choir Accompanist: Thomas Tvedt 
     MK Hugghins 

Connect with us! 
Church Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri:  8:30am-12:00 pm 
 
Need prayer? Email 
prayer@brookingsmethodist.org 
and Pastor Jen will pray with 
you! 

/FUMCBrookings 

@brookingsfumc 
First United 
Methodist Brookings 

brookingsmethodist.org 

Give Online to Brookings First United Methodist Church! 
Without your gifts, none of our community ministries would be possible. We have 
easy ways to give online or scan the QR code for more information: 

1) VANCO MOBILE APP: Download the Vanco Mobile app 
       from the App Store or Google Play. Once installed, search 
       “Brookings”, select FUMC, and follow directions. 
2) TEXT: Send a text message to 605-250-0807 with the 
      dollar amount of the gift and follow directions. 

 
 

mailto:music@brookingsmethodist.org
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Radio Broadcast Sponsorships  
Now is the time to sign up for a radio broadcast 
sponsorship in 2025.  If you would like to sponsor a 
broadcast at $60 in memory, honor, or celebration of a 
loved one or anniversary, you may: 

      - Visit brookingsmethodist.org and click on RADIO BROADCAST SPONSORS  
      - Contact the office at 605-692-4345  
      - Email office@brookingsmethodist.org  

 

Winter Weekly Worship Schedule 
Sundays:   9:00am  Sunday School (Pre-K to Adult) 
  9:30am  Radio Broadcast (on KBRK 1430AM) 
  10:00am  Sunday Morning Worship (in-person and online) 
  11:15am  First On Campus (upstairs above the church office) 
 
Wednesdays:  5:00pm  Cost-Free Manna in the Middle Meal 
  6:00pm  Manna in the Middle Worship Service 
  7:00pm  Confirmation, Bible Studies, Wednesday School 

Watch Online at Any Time! 

http://www.brookingsmethodist.org/
mailto:office@brookingsmethodist.org
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March #onething 
 
Inquiring minds will want to know that the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) was formed 
in 1940 during WWII in an effort to relieve suffering 
around the world from the devastation of that war.  
 
Methodists heeded the call sending funds and some personnel to places in need of 
help.  From this fledgling start, we now have an organization recognized around the 
globe for working with partners in areas of crisis wherever and whenever needed.   
 
UMCOR itself is run under the General Board of Global Ministries with a few key per-
sonnel and lots and lots of volunteers, trained and activated during disasters, both 
natural and manmade.  A U.S. branch and international branch work together. 
 
The official UMCOR Sunday is March 30, 2025, but we will donate all month long 
through #onething. Gifts given to this fund strengthen the church’s global humanitarian 
response by underwriting UMCOR’s administrative costs. This allows UMCOR to use 100% of 
additional funds for specific programs like U.S. disaster response, international disaster 
response, and global migration.   These gifts ensure UMCOR can respond swiftly to dis-
asters around the world and as a source of hope and healing for those left most vul-
nerable. 
 

Please give generously to UMCOR’s work this month!  thank you! 
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CONFIRMATION RETREAT 
 
Our 8th grade confirmation 
class, along with Paul 
Schmidt and Pastor Jen, at-
tended Confirmation Camp at 
Lake Poinsett Camp and  
Retreat Center on February 
21-22. Together with  
Confirmation groups from 
other churches (60 youth and 
over 20 adults), we gathered 
for worship, learning about 
what it means to be United 
Methodist, and of course had 
some fun, too! We learned 
about Baptism, Communion, 
our membership Vows, the 
Wesleyan Quadrilateral, and 
the importance of the Creeds. This is just one part of the 2-year long confirmation journey 
our students go through at Brookings First United Methodist Church. 
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