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FROM THE PASTOR

When I was a Mission Intern (young adult
missionary with The United Methodist
Church) from 2009-2012, one of the
positions I held was as the “Associate for
Movement Building” with the Methodist
Federation for Social Action. I held this
position for 18 months in 2011-2012, and
was based in Washington, DC. As a
community organizer working and
advocating within The United Methodist Church, one of my
primary focus areas was around immigration. I learned a great
deal about what immigration laws and practices look like, how
to be a better ally, and painfully, what kinds of obstacles our
immigrant siblings in The United States can face.

®
PRS-, \'hen | left that position to become a pastor in the Dakotas
Conference in 2012, I tried to stay connected to that important

M ETH 0 D I ST work for a while. Admittedly, that has long since fallen by the
BROOKINGS wayside as life and ministry have continued to change and draw
my attention to new places. Yet my heart has always been
AT THE drawn to ways I can help some of the “least of these” in our
CORNER OF communities thrive as Christ would want them to, even if I have
c H “ R c H g felt ill-equipped to do so. In the past few months especially, I
have wondered if there is more I can or should be doing. Then a
co M M u N ITY few weeks ago, I received an invitation from our bishop, Bishop
625 Fifth Street, Brookings (i Plambeck, inviting me to step up in this time to use my
605-692-4345 voice for good in this arena once again by taking part in an
upcoming Immigration Summit.
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This week (April 21-23), I will gather with fellow United Methodists in Omaha,
Nebraska for an event titled, “Immigration Summit: Faithful Witness and Action.”
This is a train-the-trainer event for United Methodist leaders from across the United
States who will gather to learn and connect before returning home to educate,
empower, and strengthen our communities and annual conferences. Together, we will
be learning about some of the big changes in immigration laws and practices that
have taken place. The training will also provide participants with essential skills in
Know Your Rights education, Basic Community Organizing, Spokesperson Training, as
well as theological reflections on land, immigration, and race. The goal is that I would
work with other attendees (specifically from the Dakotas and Minnesota) to offer
similar but smaller trainings to interested participants in our Annual Conferences.

I'm not quite sure what will come from this, or how the Holy Spirit will use it to nudge
me (us?) in new directions, if at all. But I am sure God is doing a new thing here, and
any opportunity to learn is a good one. I hope and pray this is a fruitful time and God
will use this opportunity as a means of creating a little more good in our world.

As I step out in faith to take on this new endeavor this week, I wonder if you’ll
prayerfully join me? Not just in praying for this event and those who will gather
(though please do that, too!), but also: for the ways God will continue prompting you
to step out in faith. For I believe all of us are being called to offer a little more light
and hope in our world right now, even if we have different ways of doing so. How will
you step up? Where are you saying yes? How might God use your hands and feet, your
voice and privilege, your strengths and passions? There is good work to be done in
our world, friends, and if we all do a little, I can’t help but to dream of the good we can
do together. May it be so.

Pastor Jew Osterloiv

605-692-4345
pastorjen@brookingsmethodist.org




Missions

¢ Sewing Machines
e Do you have an electric sewing machine that you no longer use?

MMDC (Midwest Mission Distribution Center) collects them, makes
sure they are running okay and donates them to families in the US
and other parts of the world so people can sew their own clothes or even start a business.

Please bring them to the church before June 1st. We will take them to the annual conference
in Mitchell and get them on their way. (NO treadle machines at this time)
Thank you!

Lorna Jost, Teresaw Telkamp

Susan’s Saga

Hearing Scripture and singing
in the mother tongue are
important parts of worship.
At joint church services in the
language area, I often read a
portion of Scripture in Mixtec
and lead singing of Mixtec
songs. The photo is at one of
the churches where 10 country
churches get together once a
month for a joint worship
service followed by a hearty
meal.

Susanv Hugghing

Scripture quotation is from the New American Standard Bible, Genesis 12:3.

Susan Hugghins is a daughter of this church serving in full-time ministry as a Bible translator
among the Mixtec people of Oaxaca, Mexico. Susan’s sending agency, Wiycliffe Bible
Translators, is a non-denominational organization; she raises her own funds to support this
ministry.
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Staff Parish Relations

Retirement

On Sunday April 27th we celebrated with Linda Kay Hai, Finance
Coordinator and Lynelle Hagedorn, Office Manager as they both
retire on April 30th.

& “‘Thank you for all the assistance | received
as Financial Coordinator. Now on to the next
adventure!”

. Confident in God's Loving Grace, Linda Kay

“What a privilege it has been to serve my
church in the way of the Office Manager!”

“its not goodbye—it’s see you around!”

Thank you! Lynelle

Thank you for your years of

faithful service! — -
Tom Page, SPRC Representative,
Linda Hai, Lynelle Hagedorn
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Music

Music has been an integral part of worship across countless religious traditions for
centuries. Whether expressed through instruments or the human voice, it weaves its
way into sacred gatherings—sometimes subtly, sometimes powerfully—enhancing
the spiritual experience. This is no exception in our own worship.

Did you know that Charles Wesley, the brother of John Wesley, composed more than
6,000 hymns? Many were set to popular melodies of his time, making them accessible
and memorable. To put his remarkable output into perspective: if Charles had begun
writing hymns from birth and continued until his passing at age 80, he would have
averaged an astonishing 75 hymns per year! His devotion to both God and music was
unmistakable—each composition a heartfelt offering of praise.

Over the past few months, we have journeyed together from Bethlehem, where
Christ was born, to the present moment, celebrating His resurrection. Along the way,
we've sung beloved hymns and embraced newer songs, each one drawing us closer
to the heart of worship. Music can be a divine language which God speaks uniquely
to each of us.

The last few months' worship and music would not be possible without the
assistance or talent from the following people:

e The "Techies": Sam Becker, Paul Schmidt, Drew Schnabel, and Sheila Helms

e Maria Schlueter, Cheryl Honomichl, and Kay Becker

e MK Hugghins, Joan Riessen, and Shawn Stemsrud

e Thomas Thevdt, Brenda Hieb, and Lynette Smith

o Sheryl Christensen (assistance with sewing)

Mary McCullough, Kaden Sivertsen, Dan Patrick, John Prohaska, Dan Merchant,
Thomas Reynolds, Rylee Honomichl, and Anna Stemsrud

I am blessed each day to have these talented individuals in my church family. They

continue to inspire, like Charles Wesley, not only through their gifts of music or
assistance, but through their acts of service in honor of Christ.

Burwy Chwistie, FUMC Committee Chair
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Education

Summer Church Camp - It’s Not Too Late!

Even though the early bird discount deadline has
passed, you can still sign up for camp! Camp
registration remains open all summer long, so don’t
miss your chance to take part in the fun, faith-filled
experiences that church camp has to offer.
Whether it’s your first time or a summer tradition,
now is a great time to find your favorite camp and
get registered.

Good news: You may still receive a 75% camp scholarship by using the code
brookingscampers during the registration process.

We hope many of our kids and youth and adults will take advantage of this
opportunity to grow in faith, make new friends, and enjoy the beauty of God's
creation!

Come Camp with Us!

Our church will have a camping weekend on August 1-3 at
Oakwood State Park. We enjoy a weekend of conversations, relaxa-
tion, share a couple of meals together and more conversation! If
you would like to join us, please let Gretchen know so that she can
reserve a camp site for you!

VBS — Camp Firelight!

Vacation Bible School is scheduled for June 10-12 in the evening. Children will enjoy 3
days of music, crafts, games and more. We will begin each evening with a meal for the
family at 5:00.

X.
3>

Mark your calendars and spread the word! Come gather
around the campfire and discover how God’s light guides our
path! If you would lie to sign your child up for VBS, please
follow this link: https://bit.ly/VBSFIRELIGHT2025.



https://bit.ly/VBSFIRELIGHT2025
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Upcoming Special Services — Join Us!

We invite you to be part of two meaningful services coming up in May as we celebrate

important milestones in the lives of our young people.

e Sunday, May 4 - Join us as we celebrate the culmination of two years of study and

faith formation at our Confirmation Service. Our confirmands will publicly affirm

their faith and take this important step in their spiritual journey.

e Sunday, May 11 - During worship, we will honor our graduating seniors as they
prepare to embark on the next chapter of their lives. It's a chance to bless them
and celebrate all they have accomplished.

We hope you’ll be with us for these special moments of recognition, celebration, and

blessing!

Gretcherv K nutsony Education Director

Fruit Slush Booth at the 2025 Brookings Summer Arts Festival
July 12-13

The Missions committee will have a booth at the Arts
Festival, July 12-13.

Your help with the slush booth is needed and signups
for various work options will be available soon.
Proceeds support ongoing mission projects of the
church and will be a great way to get involved and
reconnected with your church family! =

We will need your help with picking strawberries,
making the slush, setting up the booth, and working at
the booth. We will have sign-up sheets starting on Sunday, June 1, until July 6, 2025.
You can sign up at the Welcome Center before & after the service, or on

Sign-Up Genius at (www.brookingsmethodist.org/slushbooth). COME JOIN US!

James Honomichl



http://www.brookingsmethodist.org/slushbooth

Fathers Day: May will be Tool

! ®
(For local Hagiltn;te for Humanity !.m Habltat

support) for Humanity"

Honor or Remember your father or special male friend / relative through your
#onething donation™ in May! Each $10 donation will purchase help the local Habitat
for Humanity build homes in the Brookings area in honor of and in remembrance of
someone special to you. Habitat for Humanity is in partnership with the United
Methodist Church. '

Habitat volunteers build new homes, rehabilitate old ones
and do odd jobs like painting and yard work for homeown-
ers. They purchase tools for their tool shed for work to be
done. Volunteers can also work in the Brookings Restore.
Brookings First UMC has long been a supporter of and has
had many volunteers involved in the Habitat for Humanity
work in our area. We sponsored a home a couple of years ago
in honor of Lloyd Darnall and Dave McCaa. Check our their website for the latest news
(https://brookingshabitat.org/)

Mother’s Day CWS

Church World Service

During the month of May we will continue to support to Honor or Remember your
mother or beloved female friend / relative through your #onething donation. Each $10
donation will purchase one Church World Service Blanket in honor of and in re-
membrance o]FD someone special to you. These blankets are used primarily in disaster
settings across the globe, including in the US. You offer more than just warmth—you
provide hope and love to those facing challenging times. 27,275 CWS Blankets were
shared with people in need in 2024, thanks to generous donors like Brookings First
UMC! The list will be will be posted at the end of May.

Church World Service (CWS), a partner mission agency of the United Methodist
Church has one goal: building a world where there is enough for all - CWS’s
vision is a world where everyone has food, voice and a safe place to call home. CWS
has been working to make this a reality for more than 75 years, it is possible! The CWS
family stretches around the world and across the lines that divide us as a single force
for good.
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MISSION

health * micro business

MIDWEST

disaster relief = education

Each year at Annual Conference a Miracle Offering is taken. This year’s donations
will go towards Midwest Mission in the form of kit items or funds for disaster re-
sponse through UMCOR. Brookings First UMC is part of this effort to help those in
need across the country and world.

At this time, the biggest needs are Home Care Kits and Personal Dignity Kits. You
do not have to complete a kit. You can buy one or all items (even in bulk) and they
will be packaged at the Midwest Mission Distribution Center. (i.e., if there is a sale
on dish soap you could purchase 3 bottles, etc.). Bring items or money to the church
by June 3. Thank you for making an impact on someone’s life!

Home Care Kit items Personal Dignity Kits

Liquid household cleaner; 56-80 oz, no spray bottles 1 hand towel - no kitchen
towels

Dish soap; 42-64 oz 1 washcloth - no dish cloths
Liquid laundry detergent;100-150 oz total 1 toothbrush - no multipacks

1 scrub brush 1 bar soap - 3-4 0z

15 gallon round bucket with resealable lid 1 shampoo - 12-19 oz

1 deodorant - 2-3 oz (stick,
roll-on, or pump)

1 lotion - 8-10 oz

1 one-gallon resealable plastic
bag

$2 donation for toothpaste and a
carrying bag

Special Annual Conference Offering: supporting Midwest Mission
Midwest Mission is our (our Jurisdictional depot, located in Illinois)




Church Staff Connect with us!

Pastoral Staff
Jen Osterloh......rrvrennns pastorjen@brookingsmethodist.org Church Office Hours:

. . Mon-Fri: 8:30am-12:00 pm
Education Director

Gretchen Knutson.............. education@brookingsmethodist.org
- itv Life Center Direct Need prayer? Email
ommunity Life Center Director - -
Vonda Kakhatm. .. communitylife@brookingsmethodist.org | PTY er@brookmgs.rnethodlst..()r_q
and Pastor Jen will pray with
Office Manager oul
........................ office@brookingsmethodist.org you:
Financial Coordinator /FUM CB ki
..................... finance@brookingsmethodist.org rooOKINgs
Worship Tech/Media Director and Facility Manager .
Sam Becker......occeueeenneronereeennne media@bro%kingsrr%ethodist.org lr.j) @brOOklngSfumC
Worship Coordinator First United
Maria Schlueter..........cccoecen... worship@brookingsmethodist.org Methodist Brookings
Tech Coordinator . i i
Paul Schmidt......occveeureeurerneeecnnn. tech@brookingsmethodist.org @ brookingsmethodist.org
Music Coordinator
Bunny Christie......ccveereernrernecs music@brookingsmethodist.org
Choir Director, Organist The office will be closed
Shawn Stemsrud...........ccoeuenee.. music@brookingsmethodist.org  on Monday May 26, for
CamIpus Ministry Coordinator Memorial Day.
Alex JensenN.....vivecissiranns campus@brookingsmethodist.org

Congregation Caring Coordinator

Organists: Manna Cook: Katie Knutson
Joan Riessen Choir Accompanist: Thomas Tvedt
MK Hugghins Accompanist: Mary McCullough

Give Online to Brookings First United Methodist Church!

Without your gifts, none of our community ministries would be possible. We have
easy ways to give online or scan the QR code for more information:

1) VANCO MOBILE APP: pownload the Vanco Mobile app

from the App Store or Google Play. Once installed, search
“Brookings”, select FUMC, and follow directions.

2) TEXT: send a text message to 605-250-0807 with the
dollar amount of the gift and follow directions.
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Radio Broadcast Sponsorships

Now is the time to sign up for a radio broadcast -
sponsorship in 2025. If you would like to sponsor a KBRK 1430 AM

broadcast at $60 in memory, honor, or celebration of a ~ MUSIC « NEWS « SPORTS « WEATHER
loved one or anniversary, you may:

- Contact the office at 605-692-4345
- Email office@brookingsmethodist.org

Summer Weekly Worship Schedule

Sundays: 9:30am Radio Broadcast (on KBRK 1430AM)
10:00am Sunday Morning Worship (in-person and online)
11:15am First On Campus (upstairs above the church office)

Watch Online at Any Time!

YouTube Live Facebook Live
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(5_./7; Lake Poinsett Camp & Living
.orone VWVaters Retreat Center

It's a monster job getting camp ready for
the summer. That is why we need YOUR
help in getting this sacred place ready for
the hundreds of people who will come
and experience Christ, Creation, and
Community this summer. Join us on May
10th for our annual camp work day! We
will gather in the gravel parking lot next
to our welcome cabin. Tasks we need
help with include: trimming trees and
shrubs, splitting firewood, restocking the
campfire rings, turning on the water to
our main lodge and camp kitchen,
repairing decks and cabin implements,
and cleaning the grounds and buildings.
We will serve hotdogs and burgers for...

Camp Work Day

Saturday, May 10th
10 AM
Lake Poinsett Camp

#&8
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Faith & Friends
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Thank you!

Spring Clean Up was a Success!!
Thank you to everyone who helped with our church campus and kitchen clean up! We

are so thankful for having volunteers to keep our church campus and kitchen clean for
everyone to use!

Lonce Howawrd, Sam Becker Trustees Committee
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CROSSWORD

ADAM & EVE

il I _
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ACROSS
3) The ___said to the woman, "Has God really said, ‘You shall not eat of any

tree of the garden?'” (Gen 3:1)

6) What did the man and woman sew together to make a covering for
themselves?

7)Outofthe ____ Yahweh formed every animal and bird. (Gen 2:19)
9) Yahweh made Adam from the __ of the earth.

10) Which book of the Bible talks about Creation?

12) God planted a garden in this place.

DOWN

1) “..she took secme of its _____, and ate; and gave some to her husband, and he
ate it, too.” (Gen 3:6)
2) "You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but you shall not eat of the

treeofthe _ ofgoodandevil..." (Gen 2:16-17)

4) Name of the first man.

5) God placed __ at the east of the garden. (Gen 3:24)

8) Yahweh created Eve usinga ____ from Adam.

11) The man called his wife ____ because she would be the mother of all the
living.

For more free Bible resources and Teacher Packs including coloring pages,
worksheets, quizzes and more visit our website at:
www.biblepathwayadventures.com
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