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FROM THE PASTOR

Grateful.

One of my favorite things about the Month of
November, is the reminder it offers us to be grateful.
While this is a practice we can and should live into
year-round (and I do try!), I appreciate the nuances
and invitations this time of year brings forth to
remind us first and foremost, to be thankful -
especially as we draw near to my favorite American
(non-Christian) holiday: Thanksgiving.

One of the things about gratitude, is that it is more than a single action,
response, or note we send. While those can all be good, true gratitude should
not be a stagnant or measurable thing in our lives, as much as it should be a
way of being. This distinction is important and reminds us that before we can
talk about being grateful in a helpful way, we must first understand what it is.
I know this seems pretty basic to most of us, but I've been asking folks over
the past couple of weeks how they would define “gratitude” - and I've gotten
® some interesting - and different - responses.

That’s why during November, as this month points us toward the gift of
|: | R ST U N |_|-E D Gratitude, we are going to talk about Gratitude in worship. Gratitude for what
PR has been, for what is, and for what will be. Together we will reflect on
different kinds of gratitude, how to recognize and embrace it, how to live into
M ET H 0 D I ST it with intentionality, and how to live into it both individually, and in
community.

B R O U K | N G S As we live into our gratitude together in the months to come, I hope you'll
share it. Share your gratitude with others, that is... and share ways you are
AT THE living into it with me, too! I love hearing about our faith and gratitude in

CORNER OF action and hope you’ll join me as we talk about ways to do this faithfully in

c H “ R c H the month to come.
& [ give thanks to God for you and the gift of being the Pastor here at Brookings
c 0 M M “ N ITY First UMC - and look forward to hearing and sharing our stories in the month
to come.

YARIUIN ALY 11, o atitude and joy,
605-692-4345

: : Pastor Jexw Osterloiv
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New Member Class in November!

Are you new to our community and want to learn more about what makes us who we are here at First Unit-
ed Methodist Church? Or perhaps you call First UMC your home, and you're looking to connect more with
others, including ways to get more involved? Or maybe you've been here a long time, but have never taken
the opportunity to formally join in full membership?

If you said yes to any of these questions and wonder what it means
to become a member of Brookings First UMC, we have the perfect
opportunity for you!

You are invited to join us for new member gatherings with Pastor
Jen in November. We will gather on Sundays after worship
(approx. 11:15am) on November 16 and 23 to talk more about
these questions — or any others you have been wondering about.

If you plan to attend, please RSVP to Pastor Jen (recommended but
not required) and then you can let her know if you need childcare, too (childcare will be available upon ad-
vance request). You can reach her at pastorjen@brookingsmethodist.org or at the church office: 605-692-
4345,

Harvest Table & Assistance Requests by Vonda Kirkham

With the Federal government shut down, Harvest Table has seen an increase in the number of people ask-
ing for assistance of food and personal care items. I have also received news that if the shutdown contin-
ues past October 31, the SNAP, food stamp, benefits will be delayed. The number of guests for the Monday
evening meal has stayed about the same so far.

I am also seeing a very large increase in the number of people asking for assistance through the FUMC
emergency fund and the Ministerial voucher program. The ministerial funds are used for mostly gas
vouchers for those that need to get to work and school and to those that have doctor appointments in
Sioux Falls. I also receive requests for a stay in a

local hotel for those just arriving in Brookings

who are waiting for a housing voucher through We Need YO ur Hel P !
Brookings County Housing, or those who have

been evicted from their home for nonpayment of
rent and they have nowhere to stay. Since Octo-
ber 1st, I have given assistance to 7 people

through the Ministerial voucher program and 18 ‘ w ' P
people through the FUMC emergency fund. The l m

FUMC emergency funds are used for assistance .
with rent, utilities, car repairs, and unexpected i

medical bills. If this number of requests continues, the FUMC emergency funds will be depleted by the end
of the year.

If you would like to support these ministries, you can give a gift to the church (FUMC) directly, just be sure
to put in the memo where you would like your donation designated (i.e. emergency fund).


mailto:pastorjen@brookingsmethodist.org

Missions Committee by James Honomichl || Candy for Treat Bags Needed by Gretchen

Knutson
Thank you to everyone who helped out with the Tur-

key Dinner this year. After expenses, the Turkey Din- It is a tradition in this church to give treat bags to
ner raised about $3,600.
This is down from last year,
with about 80 fewer meals
served compared to 2024. || wrapped Christmas candy. Please bring candy to the
The Mission Committee church or education office by Sunday, December 7th.
will meet on November 13t
to distribute the funds
raised over the course of the year. Thank you to every-
one that helped with serving, bought a turkey, made a
pie or salad, peeled potatoes, or washed a pot. We
couldn’t do this without your help!

children after the children’s Christmas program. To
do this, I am asking for donations of individually

Mission Committee by Gary Norton

Eighty million people need a wheelchair but do not have ac-
cess. The most common ailments causing this need are polio,

birth defects and land mines.

If you have a wheelchair that is no longer needed, please con-
sider donating the wheelchair. Walkers, crutches, and canes are also needed. To donate contact Gary or
Avis Norton or call the church office (605-692-4345).

Campus Ministry Director

FUMC is looking for someone who is able to provide spiritu-
al and administrative leadership to First On Campus, a
United Methodist ministry, which operates out of Brook-
ings First UMC and serves students, faculty and staff of
South Dakota State University.

If you know of someone that may be interested please di-

rect them to our website (www.brookingsmethodist.org) or
contact Pastor Jen (605-692-4345).

Worship Coordinator Update by Maria Schlueter

I am looking for some people who would be willing to help out. We have areas in the welcome desk, greet-
ing, and ushering. I would love to add more names to the list.
Please reach out to me in person or email me at wor-
ship@brookingsmethodist.org.

The beautiful flowers in the sanctuary and at the welcome desks
are from Sonja Anderson. If you have enjoyed these beautiful
arrangements please reach out and thank her for sharing them.
You will see more flowers through the seasons.




Check out the Lost and Found #onething by Teresa Telkamp and Avis Norton

The lost and found bas- | November #onething:

ket, located by the . , ,
hwel ) Missions will be collecting boxes B
L north Welcome Station |/ ¢ scalloped potatoes for the No-
in the Narthex is be- vember #onething. We have a goal -

coming full. If youare || of 250 boxes. The potatoes will be

missing a water bottle used for the Feeding Brookings
Christmas meals. If you would pre-

fer to give a monetary donation,

(UizEP]-n
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or piece of clothing,

please check out the Feeding Brookings is collecting '

items that have been funds for the Thanksgiving meals that they will pur-
found. Items such as wallets or jewelry are chase from Feeding South Dakota. We will forward
kept in the office. those funds to Feeding Brookings. Thanks in advance

for your generosity!

Let there be Music! by Harriet Svec and Bunny Christie

Do you love to sing—or simply enjoy lifting your voice in praise? We invite people to be part of our Advent Sampler
of Song this December 21st at the 10AM service! Whether you're a seasoned choir member or someone who’s been
humming along from the pews, this is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the season through music and fellowship.

Rehearsals will be joyful and welcoming, with songs that capture the spirit of Advent and Christmas. No formal expe-
rience is needed—just a willing heart and enthusiasm to share God’s love through song. Rehearsals are at 7PM on
Wednesdays in the Sanctuary. We will begin reviewing music for the December 21st
service in November.

The Chancel Choir is intended for voices High School-aged and older.

Come participate with the choir and help make this December’s worship extra special! For questions, please contact

Bunny Christie, BFEUMC Music Coordinator, at music@brookingsmethodist.org.
Meals On Wheels by Perry johnson, FUMC Meals on Wheels Coordinator ‘_ o
Volunteers are needed to fill routes for December 29, 2025 to January 9, 2026. % ‘ wn:-; " il

Did you know, all the other churches in Brookings have reduced their involve- | WEEKOAYS

MEALS ON

WHEELS

ment in Meals on Wheels, but not FUMC. This speaks highly of our commit- f ey
ment and our mission to the community. Thank you for volunteering! | \

Mission Committee by Teresa Telkamp and Gary Norton

c
GRACIAS =5 CAM ON g The Mission Committee would like to thank the congregation for its sup-
criacuso Z GRAZIE ;3

port for the Bishop Dudley Homeless Shelter. You donated 19 bath tow-

3 (@)
DEKJJ.II- H>€»>'t!!¢!9§'{,'¢[, - els, 5 hand towels, 79 wash cloths, 23 bottles of body wash and 2 tubes of

,.ga‘.,ga‘ =R LR | [{ toothpaste. In addition $280 was received.
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ALL SAINTS CELEBRATION

As we observe All Saints’ Day in the life of our church, we take this sacred time to give thanks to God for the
saints who have gone before us—those whose faith has shaped the Church and whose lives have touched
our own. This year, we especially remember and honor the life of the following members:

Gary Christie (9/3/25) Avis Heyduk (6/26/25)
Dorothy Lyford (5/13/25) Betty Prunty (2/23/25)
Tom Reinbhiller (6/26/25) Jean Scherschligt (3/2/25)
Nancy Wadsworth (9/2/25) Mabel Westphal (8/6/25)

Our All Saints’ worship service will be celebrated Sunday, November 2nd at 10:00 AM. You may also join us
online at http://www.brookingsmethodist.org/ for live streaming of the service (click the Watch Live but-
ton).

Susan's Saga by Susan Hugghins
Giving thanks is to change the focus from self upward to God.

The essence of thanksgiving is acknowledging God's hand in our very existence, in the lives of others, and
in the world around us.

Thanking others is recognizing their expression of goodness in some word or action or indication of kind-
ness.

Ultimately, the source of all goodness is God, who is the origin of all that is good. An intrinsic characteris-
tic of God's nature is sheer goodness.

Thanksgiving is the appropriate response to God's benevolence!

The good news is that God's excellent goodness surpasses all that is bad. And that greatness is seen in that
God manifests goodness in the amazing act of Incarnation, in which Christ came into the world and ulti-
mately died for our sins so that we could be made right with God, a tremendous outpouring of marvelous
love and generosity.

"Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!"

Scripture quotation is from the New American Standard Bible, 11 Corinthians 9:15.

Susan Hugghins is a daughter of this church serving in full-time ministry as a Bible translator among the Mixtec people of Oaxaca, Mexico. Susan’s sending
agency, Wycliffe Bible Translators, is a non-denominational organization; she raises her own funds to support this ministry.

SERMON COPIES
% Did you know printed copies of the sermon are available every week at the Wel-
T come Center? If for any reason you would like to have a paper copy of the sermon
RO

(that Pastor Jen never promises to follow exactly, but it’s usually pretty close!).
.. Feel free to grab one on your way in or out.




November 2025

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
11/06—1030 AM The Neighborhoods Communion 1
11/13—10 AM Peaceful Pines Communion
11/17—10 AM ULC Communion
11/20—10 AM Edgewood Vista Communion
11/20—1030 AM Stoneybrook Suites Communion
2 DAYLIGHT SAV- |3 4 5 6 7 8
INGSTIMEENDS | 10AM Healthy 8AM TOPS @ o ,
9AM Sunday Movements @ CLC 530PM Al-Anon i(L)J/I:/IJ . NO Public Office g}i:ﬁgsyén S

. €althy
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9AM Adult Study omm! eebl & Ringers Re- cLe len 10AM Healthy
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. See Page 10 for
Communion Church Activities CLC
1230 Girl Scouts 6PM Weekly
1PM Fall Cleanup Worship
4PM Bible Study
with Dr. Ort
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school 10AM Healthy [ OFFICE CLOSED | 8AM TOPS @ ' . ,
1-3 PM Public 6:30AM Men’s
9AM Adult Study Movements @ CLC | VETERANS DAY ]
10AM Healthy | Office Hours w/ | Breakfast @
10AM Worship S45PMSPRMig | Qe NS=| Movements @ | pastor Jen @ HyVee
1115AM Charge |Harvest Table  |1.30pmpe0 | “-C Kool Beans 10AM Healthy
Conference & Group @ Parlor feci Movements @
Gratitude Brunch 530PM Al-Anon | 3¢€ Page 10 for | 530PM Missions | - -
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December 2025

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6
10AM Healthy | 530p\ Al-Anon | 8AMTOPS @ |1-3PM Public | 6:30AM Men’s
Movements @ _ FUMC Office Hours w/ | Breakfast @
CLC 530PM Jubilee 10AM Healthy | Pastorlen @ HyVee
Harvest Table Ringers Re- Movements @ Kool Beans 10AM Healthy
hearsals CLC Movements @
545PM SPR Mt
& See Page 10 for CLC
7PM Worship Church Activities
Committee 6PM Worship
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
9AM Sunday 10AM Healthy | 1.30ppmpeo | BAMTOPS @ 1y spppublic | 6:30AM Men's
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M t
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Ringers Re- See Page 10 for
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21 22 23 24 Christmas Eve | 25 Christmas 26 27

10AM Worship

1115AM ADMIN
Council

10AM Healthy
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530PM Al-Anon

530PM Jubilee
Ringers

S8AM TOPS @
FUMC
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Office Closed 6:30AM Men’s
Breakfast @
HyVee

10AM Healthy

NO Harvest CLC Movements @
Table No Church CLC
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28 29 30 31 New Years Communion:

10AM Worship

10AM Healthy
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NO Harvest
Table

530PM Al-Anon

530PM Jubilee
Ringers

Eve

S8AM TOPS @
FUMC

10AM Healthy
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12/1 1030AM The Neighborhoods
12/4 10AM Peaceful Pines

12/15 10AM United Living Community
12/18 10AM Edgewood Vista

12/18 10:30AM Stoneybrook Suites




Education by Gretchen Knutson

Get Your Calendar!

Be sure to pick up a 2026 calendar, being sold by our youth! They are availa-
ble for $10 at the Welcome Centers in the narthex and Community Life Cen-
ter. Proceeds will be used for youth activities.

No Sunday School on Thanksgiving Weekend/Christmas

The education committee has voted to suspend Sunday school on Thanksgiving weekend, November 30.
Enjoy time with your family!

Likewise, there will be no Sunday school on December 21 and 28 and January 4. Sunday school will resume
on January 11.

Children’s Christmas Program - “The Christmas Tree Narrative”
Mark your calendars! The Children’s Christmas Program will be presented on Sunday, December 14 at 5:00 p.m.
Everyone is invited to attend as our children share the story of Christmas through “The Christmas Tree Narrative.”

Children in the 2-year-old through 5th grade classes will present the program, with the middle
school youth serving as ushers and the high school youth presenting a beautiful Live Nativity
on the south side of the church immediately following the program.

[ 1 4 The children have already begun learning their songs on Sundays from 8:55-9:15 a.m. during
— music time and at Wednesday School each week.

We put presents to loved ones under our trees during the holiday season. This season we invite you to bring gifts for
others. We would like to invite you to bring an item for our Food Pantry (listed below) to put under our Christmas
tree to help others in need.

Begin your Advent season by joining us for this joyful evening and experiencing the Christmas story as told by our
children through “The Christmas Tree Narrative.”

Suggested Food Pantry Items: Peanut Butter, Cereal. Canned Fruit. Pasta, Spaghetti Sauce, Dish Detergent,
Laundry Detergent, Kleenex, Toilet Paper, Shampoo/Conditioner, Deodorant, Hand Soap, Toothpaste, Femi-
nine Products, also, monetary donations are always useful. Please bring donations the evening of the program.

Calling All Women! - Progressive Dinner on December 6
All women of the church—no matter your age—are invited to join in a fun and fellowship-filled Progressive
Dinner on Friday, December 6!

A progressive dinner is a unique way to share a meal and good conversation. Participants enjoy several
courses, each served at a different location—perhaps appetizers at one home,

soup or salad at another, and the main course somewhere else! We'll all gather

back at the church to finish the evening together with dessert.

We are also looking for hosts to open their homes for one of the courses. If you = N 6 .
would be willing to host or would like more information, please contact Gretchen £ prcpvmer £~ .~ B8
in the church office or email education@brookingsmethodist.org.

If you'd like to participate in the Progressive Dinner, please sign up using the link below, by calling the of-
tice, or by adding your name to the sign-up sheet at the Welcome Centers on Sundays or Wednesdays.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C49ABA82AA75-59592679-progressive#/



mailto:education@brookingsmethodist.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C49ABA82AA75-59592679-progressive#/

10/12/2025—Adalynn Darlene Richarz

Parents: Tristan and Courtney Richarz

(left to right Parents: Tristan and Courtney Richarz with child Adlynn
Darlene Richarz and Pastor Jen.

CHARGE CONFERENCE

We will gather for Charge Conference and our Gratitude Brunch on Sun-
day, November 9th at 11:00 a.m. (immediately following worship) in the
CLC.

355 ]
[=]

Please use the QR code or RSVP by Wednesday, November 5th so we can
prepare enough food!

Bum—A—Meal

FUMC’s SPR Committee hosted about 15 “bums” during the SDSU Bum-A- W
Meal event on October 6th. A hearty beef stew was served! @

Tank you o hosting s’

- % Kristina, 4//
3 g ‘ M\Nﬂ \13:}
Sl hosting ' This s a ver
in ,m‘m‘.“\’ﬁ: f:‘"t:m“ “‘%L«, part of °2r ,
v el omd ow.w na eX enc
Won Bay ound smsusc"""“ of ming perience .

Lino duse duent " m\n\:uwb Y Maddee, [ish_Olivia Ava
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Activities on Wednesdays

4:00 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

Chiming Children (Music Room)

Manna in the Middle Meal

Manna in the Middle Worship

Chancel Choir rehearsals

6th/7th Grade Wednesday Class

8th Grade Confirmation

Adult Manna Study

Senior High Youth Group (Youth Room)
Wednesday School—Kindergarten thru 5th Grade

STEWARDSHIP

The link to the pledge card is: www.brookingsmethodist.org/pledge or click on the QR code

Fall/Winter Weekly Worship

Sundays:

Wednesdays:

9:00am Sunday School (Pre-K to Adult)

9:30am Radio Broadcast (on KBRK 1430AM)

10:00am Sunday Morning Worship (in-person and online)

5:00pm Cost-Free Manna in the Middle Meal

6:00pm Manna in the Middle Worship Service

7:00pm Confirmation, Wednesday School, Manna Adult Study, Senior High Youth

Group, 6th/7th Grade Class, Choir Practice

Watch Online at Any Time!

YouTube Live Facebook Live

S

g
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http://www.brookingsmethodist.org/pledge

Church Staff

Pastoral Staff
Jen Osterloh.......ocevvrerenrenes pastorjen@brookingsmethodist.org

Education Director

Connect with us!
Church Office Hours:

Monday-Thursday:

Gretchen Knutsor.............. education@brookingsmethodist.org
8:30am-12:00 pm
Community Life Center Director

Vonda Kirkham........... communitylife@brookingsmethodist.org and

Office Coordinator

DeD DaviS....oceereeerenersreceneeeneranees office@brookingsmethodist.org 1:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m.
Worship Tech/Media Director and Facility Manager :
Sam BecKer......overeirnrirvisnrinrianns media@brookingsmethogdist.org Closed on Fridays
Worship Coordinator
Maria Schlueter..........coecuunene. worship@brookingsmethodist.org
Tech Coordinator
Paul Schmidt.......coocvervrererriorerrnnncs tech@brookingsmethodist.org
Music Coordinator
Bunny Christi€.......ooervrrrerrerrrens music@brookingsmethodist.org

Choir Director, Or%anist Need prayer? Email:

Shawn Stemsrud........coeceveevenncc. music@brookingsmethodist.org

Campus Ministry Coordinator pastorjen@ brookingsmethodist.org

Organists:  Joan Riessen and Pastor Jen will pray with you!

MK Hugghins

Manna Cook: Katie Knutson

Choir Accompanist: Thomas Tvedt

Accompanist: Mary McCullough

HAPPY / /4 ‘ - r@ @brookingsfumc
VETERANS DAY

n /FUMCBrookings
brookingsmethodist.org

° First United Methodist Brookings

HONORING ALL WHO SERVED

The office will be closed on Tuesday, November 11 in observance of Veteran’s Day and
Thursday, November 27th in observance of Thanksgiving Day.

Give Online to Brookings First United Methodist Church!

Without your gifts, none of our community ministries would be possible. We have

easy ways to give online or scan the QR code for more information:

VANCO MOBILE APP: Download the Vanco Mobile app from the App Store or
Google Play. Once installed, search “Brookings”, select FUMC, and follow directions.
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Harvest Table

Mission: To provide to anyone in the community a no cost meal, love and fellowship.

Servers for the month of October and November:
November 3rd—Banner Associates
November 10th—SDSU Prexy Council
November 17th—Preston Christian Church
November 24th—SDSU Foundation
December 1st—Ascension Lutheran Church
December 8th—Brookings Activity Center
December 15th—In Memory of Dan’s Parents
December 22nd—NO MEAL SERVED
December 29th—NO MEAL SERVED

If you are involved with a community group that would be interested in serving, please reach out by calling
605.692.4345 and ask for Vonda to learn more about this community program.
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