
 

 

FOCUS 
N E W S L E T T E R  

        NOVEMBER 2024 
FROM THE PASTOR 
November is the time for 
Thanksgiving 
This is the LORD, for whom we have 
waited; let’s be glad and rejoice in his 
salvation!” (Isaiah 25:9) 
 
The US elections took up a lot of our 
energy and attention – via social media, 
television and conversations with friends and family. We were 
being persuaded that choosing a leader for the country was 
critical to our security, our social stability and our sanity. I 
suspect that somewhere in all of this we forgot that our 
salvation does not lie in the hands of our political leaders! 
While many of our leaders spoke as if they alone could save us, 
Isaiah reminds us that our salvation lies in the Lord. Political 
leaders come and go; political parties rise and wane; even 
countries rise and fall. The only sustaining stability is our faith 
in the Lord God, Creator of Heaven and Earth. 
 
It is our faith in God that persuades us each year to gather for 
Thanksgiving. While the food is welcome, and the gathering of 
family is truly a blessing – central to Thanksgiving is 
acknowledging that our lives are kept by God. The Lord God 
accompanies us throughout the year in both good times and 
bad. And the same God will continue with us into 2025, holding 
us secure in a Grace that transcends this life and carries us into 
eternity. 
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You are invited to join our church for a Thanksgiving brunch on Sunday November 
24th. This will be an opportunity for us to thank God, and to thank each other for the 
life God has given us. Please contact the church office to ensure your place at the 
brunch.    

Pete 

Pastor Pete 

 

Congregational Care 
Joanie Holm, Congregational Care Coordinator  is stepping down as the person who 
coordinates pastoral care for our church. If you feel a call to assist and support the 
pastor by making sure that our church knows about people who are ill, we would love 
to hear from you. This position essentially coordinates the different ways in which 
our church offers pastoral care. Please contact the church office at 
office@brookingsmethodist.org or call  605-692-4345. 
 
 

Music 
November is usually a month that celebrates giving thanks 
for all that God has given us. So, some people won’t decorate 
for or listen to Christmas music until AFTER Thanksgiving. 
But, what if we could celebrate Thanksgiving AND Jesus’ 
birth at the SAME TIME? How you ask?! 

JOIN THE CHANCEL CHOIR TO BEGIN WORK 
ON THE CHRISTMAS CANTATA! 
The choir will offer “Love is Born” by Lloyd Larson on 
December 15. It is ok to just join the choir for a few weeks if 
your schedule allows. 

Rehearsals are Wednesday nights at 7pm in the Sanctuary. 
See you there! 

Bunny Christie, Music Coordinator 
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You are Invited 
Our church is gathering for a Thanksgiving 
Brunch. This will be after the morning service 
on Sunday November 24th. This is an 
opportunity to catch up on our church family, 
to share in some good food, and to say thankyou 
to Pastor Pete and his wife Jenny for their time 
with us in Brooking FUMC. This will be their official farewell, although Pastor Pete 
will still lead our congregation for December (He boards a flight to South Africa on 
December 23rd). 

The brunch is free, but we would ask that you fill in the reservation reply slip or 
contact the church office to book your place. This helps us with our catering plans. 

Thank you for all you do for our church and the community !  

Sheryl Pappas, Finance Committee 
 
 

Church Campus Clean-Up 
The Trustees are looking for help cleaning up our church campus! We are meeting 
Sunday, November 10th starting at 1:30pm and working until we are done! Please 
bring work gloves and a rake if you have one. Many hands make light work. We hope 
to see you there! 

Sam Becker, Facility Manager 
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Children’s Christmas Program 
The Children’s Christmas program will be presented on Sunday, December 8 at 5:00 
p.m. All are invited to attend while our children present the Christmas story.  

Children in the 2-year-old – 5th grades will present the program with the middle 
school youth help ushering and the high school youth presenting the Live Nativity on 
the south side of the church after the program. 

The children will soon begin to learn the music during their music time on Sunday’s 
from 8:40-9:00 and at Wednesday School.  Be sure to start out the Advent season by 
witnessing our children bring us the Nativity story. 

 

Candy for Treat Bags 
We will be giving treat bags to all children in attendance at the Children’s Christmas 
program.  In order to do that, I need donations of individually wrapped candy. 
Leftover Halloween candy is welcomed also – just no ghouls or goblins please!!  Bring 
your donation to the church or education office. Thank you! 

 

No Sunday School on Thanksgiving Weekend/Christmas 
The education committee has voted to suspend Sunday school on Thanksgiving 
weekend, December 1. Enjoy time with your family! 
Likewise, there will be no Sunday school on December 22 and 29. Sunday school will 
resume on January 5. 
 

Get Your Calendar! 
Be sure to get your 2025 calendar, being sold by our 
youth! They are available for $10 at the welcome 
centers in the narthex and Community Life Center 
for. Proceeds will be used for  
youth activities. 
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 Join us for a Bethlehem Dinner Christmas Event 
We warmly invite our entire church family to a special Bethlehem Dinner on 
Wednesday, December 18, where we will recreate the journey to Bethlehem, the 
birthplace of Jesus. This unique event will allow us to step back in time and 
experience the sights, smells, and sounds of the era. 

During the evening, we will serve traditional foods from biblical times, eaten family-
style at tables. We encourage everyone to dress in traditional attire to fully immerse 
themselves in the experience which will be provided. The dinner will be 
accompanied by the telling of the Christmas story, singing carols, and other elements 
designed to transport us to that sacred time. 

Come join us as we share in the Manna meal and celebrate the story of Christ’s birth 
in a meaningful and memorable way! 

Gretchen Knutson, Education Coordinator 
 
Trustees 
Some have noticed some work being done in the old library next to Gretchen’s office 
in the education wing. It was determined after looking at different security protocols 
and talking with the Brookings Police department, that we needed an emergency 
escape for the education wing.  This would give an escape door for kids in case of an 
emergency or active shooter situation. We will be removing one of the windows on 
the north wall of the old library and putting an emergency exit door there.  
Hopefully that will start sometime soon before winter decides to set in. Along with 
that we are adding mini split units for the three north rooms for heating and cooling. 
This will allow for better heating and cooling in these rooms year-round. This part is 
nearly completed.  The final stage of the project will be to recarpet these three 
rooms.  The old library has a tile floor and the carpet in the other two rooms is 
getting to the point of replacing. So we will be removing the old carpet and placing 
new carpet throughout the three rooms. Please feel free to reach out to any of the 
Trustees members with questions.  

Craig Schlueter, Trustees Chair 
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Worship 

We need your help. The Worship Committee is requesting everyone to reestablish 
wearing Name Tags. Although many of us know each other, Jen Osterloh is going to 
need a little help getting to know us, and this is the first and easiest step. Besides that, 
maybe we'll get to know some folks we don't already know. The plan is as follows:  

1. The Worship Committee will gather all of the present name tags distributed 
throughout the building.  

2. We will place the name tags on a table in the atrium so each of you can collect your 
name tag, wear it, and place it in the rack that works best for you.  

3. If you do not find your name tag, please write your name on the pad provided at the 
table so we can make a new tag for you.  

4. If you would like a duplicate name tag to use for Manna. put your name on that list 
and we'll make another name tag that you can keep in the CLC. (We'll get some racks 
installed in the CLC.) 

We'll begin soon so that we have all of the name tags we need before Jen's first Sunday 
as our pastor. Thanks for your help as we make this transition. If we begin now, we'll 
be all set for Jen's arrival.  

Harriet Svec, Worship Committee Chair 

 
 
  

November #onething 
Missions is collecting boxes for stuffing mix for the Feeding 
Brookings Holiday meals.  We will need these by November 17th 
so the meals can be assembled before Thanksgiving. We have 
been asked to provide 200 boxes of stuffing. Thanks for 
supporting this program! 
 
Teresa Telkamp, Missions Committee Chair 
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Giving Thanks 
Would you like to sleep better, have a healthier heart and less aches and pains? How 
about a lower blood pressure, a higher self -esteem and enhanced relationships? 
Would you believe that the Mayo Clinic and Harvard University, as well as other 
scientist all say these benefits can be yours with very little effort. And it doesn’t 
require a change in your diet or excessive exercise! 

So, what is this magical therapy? GRATITUDE!! 

Gratitude comes from the Latin word gratia, which means grace, graciousness or 
gratefulness. Psychologist’s Robert Emmons of University of California, Davis and 
Michael McCullough, University of Miami, were early researchers in this field. They 
found that 10 weeks of practicing gratitude can result in the outcomes listed above as 
well as: an increased happiness score, increased optimism, increased exercise, 
decreased physician visits, increased focus, increased patience and strengthened 
social connections. Wow, who doesn’t want these health and relationship benefits? 

Gratitude is like a muscle that you can build with exercise and practice. There are 
many ways to increase your gratitude muscle such as writing thank you notes, saying 
thank you to others in person or just mentally, writing a gratitude journal, praying 
and meditating. Other experts mention benefits from a brief, positive chat with a 
friend, a kind gesture toward a stranger and a peaceful stroll in nature. A change in 
mindset can help you feel better, for example feeling grateful for a helpful friend 
rather than feeling frustrated that you can do the task alone. 

Lets get started on this journey of gratitude. Thank you for reading this essay and for 
watching On Call with the Prairie Doc. Thanks to all of my friends and family for the 
love and support you give me daily. Thanks to my church family for your spiritual 
support. 

Now it is your turn…. 

Joanie Holm, Congregational Care Coordinator 
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Thanksgiving Community Service 

You are invited to attend the this years Thanksgiving Community Service! It will be 
held at the Church of Latter Day Saints on Sunday, Nov 24th at 7pm.  Their address is 
200 22nd Ave, Brookings  
 

Missions 

Greetings from the Missions Committee!  It was a successful fund raising year for 
Missions.  Our Summer Arts Slush Booth brought in $6500. Thank you to the many, 
many volunteers that make this event a success year after year.  Special thanks to 
James Honomichl for taking the lead in organizing the slush booth event again this 
year. 

Our turkey dinner brought in $2435 for missions and $664 each for Methodist Men, 
Women of Faith and our Youth.  LaRon and Lori DeBoer are our new kitchen 
coordinators and they did an outstanding job.  Thanks to everyone that worked, 
bought a turkey, made a pie or salad, peeled potatoes or washed a pot.  We couldn’t do 
this without your help! 

Missions served Harvest Table twice this year.  June 24th we served 100 people with 
the help of members’ friends and family.  September 23rd we served turkey dinner 
leftover with the help of Methodist Men. 

Missions continues to sponsor the monthly #onething collections of physical items or 
funds for various causes.  Thank you for watching for this each month and donating. 

The committee will meet November 14th for a potluck supper and to distribute the 
funds we have on hand.  Our Covenant relationships with Solar Oven Partners and 
Give Ye Them To Eat will take $5000.  We also support Susan Hugghins, Wycliffe bible 
translator. This year so far we have donated $1000 to UMCOR for Flood Relief and $800 
to the Native American Heritage Association based in Rapid City.  

Thank you to our members LaRon DeBoer,  Eric Olsem, Jill Christie, Lorna Jost, Kalee 
Greve, Gary Norton James Honomichl  and Doug Telkamp.  Amy Merchant and Adam 
Vaux will be joining our committee in 2025. 

Teresa Telkamp, Missions  
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Grateful – November Manna Adult Study 
Would you like to know more about being grateful – even in hard circumstances?  
Throughout the Bible, gratefulness is seen as a permanent characteristic of the people 
of God, not a temporary feeling. The apostle Paul said those who follow Christ are to 
be ‘overflowing with gratitude’ (Col. 2:7b). But did he mean all the time? Even in 
suffering, hardship, and loss? Yes. In those times too. How do we reconcile this? How 
do we learn to be people who feel grateful even when our circumstances don’t seem 
to warrant it? 

Join this study on Wednesday’s beginning on November 6 at 7:00 in the conference 
room.  Books available at the study.  Steve Eliason will be leading this study. 

 

Gifts for the Manger of the Baby Jesus 
You are invited to bring a Christmas diaper gift to place at the 
manger. Each week in December there will be an opportunity to 
bring a gift of a box of diapers to church. This will be used in our 
diaper ministry to the community. For more information please 
speak to Vonda Kirkham, who distributes diapers from our 
Community Life Center.  

Worship 
As the Worship coordinator I have been working on building relationships with 
members I have not met yet and new families/ persons who are coming to our 
congregation. I am also working on a yearly calendar to make sure we are always a 
step ahead and knowing what needs to be ready for worship services. I have each 
month broke out and a look ahead section to make sure I am looking at what will be 
coming in the next months. I have started to expand our yearly calendar for our 
hospitality list. I am adding communion helpers, acolytes, and liturgist to make sure 
that our new pastor has a few things off her plate and knows who will be helping out 
in each service. We are also working on going through all the items used in service or 
for holidays are and making sure they are stored in the right locations, so they are 
easily accessible. 

Maria Schlueter, Worship Coordinator 
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The Christmas Letters – Advent Study 

Christmas is the perfect time to reawaken relationships, remember past connections, 
and reflect on the love that holds us all together. This year, we invite you to join our 
Advent Study, *The Christmas Letters*, where we will explore a set of special letters 
written thousands of years ago. These letters, delivered to the earliest Christian com-
munities in the first-century Greco-Roman world, were not Christmas letters, but they 
carried profound messages about Jesus. Though they don't focus on His birth, they 
give us some of the earliest glimpses into what the church believed about the Incarna-
tion—the miracle of God becoming human. 

To make this study as accessible as possible, we are offering it in two different ways: 

Zoom Class with Bishop Lanette Plambeck: Join the bishop and others in the 
conference for a four-week Zoom class on Tuesday evenings, beginning No-
vember 26 and continuing through December 17. Each session will run from 
7:00-8:15 p.m. You may register individually if you would like to join by your-
self in your own home (use this link: https://www.dakotasumc.org/resources/
forms/3087.) 

Or join others from our church in conference room, where we’ll meet at 6:45 p.m. 
to participate in the Zoom session together. So you can do this study on zoom 
by yourself (at home) or come to the church to do it with a group of people 
from the church. 

 

Wednesday Evening Adult Manna Study: If you prefer, The 
Christmas Letters will also be offered on Wednesday evenings 
during our Adult Manna study. This group will have its own 
leader and go through the study independently. They meet 
from 7:00-8:00 p.m. in the conference room. They will begin 
on Wednesday, December 4.  
In addition to these study opportunities, Pastor Pete will be 
using The Christmas Letters as the foundation for his Sunday 
and Wednesday Advent sermons, allowing the entire congre-
gation to journey together through this meaningful season. 
We hope you’ll find a time and place that works for you and 
join us as we delve into the rich tradition of these early 
Christian letters and the wonder of the Incarnation. 

https://www.dakotasumc.org/resources/forms/3087
https://www.dakotasumc.org/resources/forms/3087


 

11 

Susan's Saga  
A key component of a language project is linguistic analysis which consists of figuring 
out the structure of a language and how this variety of Mixtec works.   

One puzzle is determining where word breaks go.  For example in English, a 
'blackbird' is not exactly the same as a 'black bird.'  Likewise there is a distinction be-
tween a 'gentleman' and a 'gentle man.' 'Everyday' is not the precise equivalent of 
'every day.'  'Hand-me-down' consists of three words that are hyphenated, to indicate 
that there is a close connection between them. In the same way, 'misty-eyed' is also 
hyphenated. 'Fly-by-night' is another triplet connected by hyphens.  There are many 
subtle differences of this sort in languages, and it takes careful thinking and analysis 
to decide when words should be written together, which should be hyphenated, and 
when the components should be written separately.  In the case of Mixtec, some of 
these similar combinations are distinguished only by tone. 

Analysis of this sort feeds into developing literacy materials for writing this language, 
as well as Bible translation.  It is important to carefully look for examples, as well as 
comparing different uses.   

After a brief stint in the US to have a 3-month check-up with the oncologist after hav-
ing completed chemotherapy 10 months ago for lymphoma, I am back in Oaxaca, 
Mexico, where we continue to forge ahead on translation of the New Testament into 
this variety of Mixtec, as well as balancing linguistic and literacy projects.   

Susan Hugghins,  

Susan Hugghins is a daughter of this church serving in full-time ministry as a Bible 
translator among the Mixtec people of Oaxaca, Mexico.   Susan’s sending agency, Wyc-
liffe Bible Translators, is a non-denominational organization; she raises her own funds 
to support this ministry. 
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Election Eve Reflection from Bishop Lanette Plambeck 
As I write this, I am preparing to leave for our Council of Bishops gathering the first 
week of November. I have asked our communications offices in the Dakotas-
Minnesota area to release this statement on Election Day Eve. Even though the 
outcomes of the presidential and other critical elections remain unknown, I knew I 
wanted to speak into this moment in our history.   
 
In the days following the release of this message, many of us may be caught up in a 
feeling of elation or despair—or perhaps experiencing a whole host of emotions as we 
struggle to makes sense of how our elections will impact global, national, and local 
concerns. Whatever the result, we are invited to remember that our calling as 
Christians is deeper than any temporal event or passing season. Our anchor, our hope, 
is firmly rooted in Jesus Christ, who calls us to steadfast love, patience, and humility 
regardless of the external circumstances.  
 
If the aftermath of elections brings tension, protest, or even violence, may we find 
strength and wisdom together in the core of our faith. This is a moment when the 
church is called to stand firm in the call to love our neighbors and work toward 
reconciliation. Through our prayers, presence, and service, we bear witness to a 
vision of peace and beloved community that transcends fear and conflict. If there is 
violence—or even the threat of violence—let us respond to unrest with empathy, 
courage, and the steadfast belief that grace can create new pathways where none 
seem possible.   
 
Dear ones, we are living in an age marked by division, disinformation, and tactics—
sometimes even by foreign powers—intended to disrupt our democracy and deepen 
discord among us. Let us call on the peace of Christ in every setting we find ourselves 
in, because what we see in the world also can show up in our churches. In reflecting 
on the theology of Karl Barth, I am struck by how he emphasized that the peace of 
Christ is not just a feeling or a temporary resolution of conflict, but a transformative 
reality that believers “pass through” as they encounter Christ himself. For Barth, 
Christ’s peace is active and ongoing, achieved through reconciliation with God and 
extended to all of creation. This peace, he argued, was not merely individual but 
communal, reshaping relationships among people and between humanity and God.  
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In “Church Dogmatics,” Barth stressed that the peace of Christ transcends human 
understanding and challenges human-made structures of power and division. As we 
pass through Christ’s peace, it compels us to actively work toward justice, healing, 
and unity in the world, inviting us to participate in God’s ongoing reconciliation. This 
experience of Christ’s peace is deeply rooted in grace, making us agents of peace in a 
world that deeply needs it.  
 
In the face of these complex challenges we are facing, our calling as followers of 
Christ is to seek truth, foster unity, and offer ourselves as instruments of peace. We 
are not meant to mirror the hostilities of the world but to reveal a love that holds fast, 
even when challenged. We are to be a people of the Great Commandment. We are to 
extend Christ’s peace and presence into the world.   
  
Furthermore, in the Wesleyan tradition, we are reminded of the profound 
commitment to live with “holiness of heart and life.” John Wesley understood that 
the practice of our faith transcends political victories or losses, calling us instead to a 
life where our actions reflect Christ’s love and grace. This election is a moment, but 
our witness to the world is a lifetime journey. Our purpose as disciples is not swayed 
by the direction of public opinion or policy but is defined by our commitment to the 
ways of Jesus.  
 
Holding to the character of Christ means striving to be peacemakers, bridge-builders, 
and carriers of hope. It means we respond to others—especially those with whom we 
disagree—not with hostility or judgment, but with the humility and kindness that 
Jesus demonstrated. We are to speak truth, advocate for justice, and extend 
compassion in ways that invite healing and foster genuine community.  
 
In uncertain times, it can be tempting to fall into despair, resentment, or anger. Yet, 
as Wesley taught, we are empowered by grace to rise above these fleeting emotions 
and ground ourselves in holy love: love that listens, love that forgives, love that works 
tirelessly for the dignity and worth of all people.  
 
May we move forward from this election with the resolve to embody Christ’s 
character more fully, living as a light in the world and a beacon of the peace that 
surpasses all understanding. And may we trust that God is at work as we walk 
together in faith, choosing to embody hope and extending love in all seasons.  
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Church Staff 
Pastoral Staff 

Pete Grassow…………………..pastorpete@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Education Director 

Gretchen Knutson………….. education@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Community Life Center Director 

Vonda Kirkham…….….communitylife@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Office Manager 

Lynelle Hagedorn………….…..…...office@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Financial Coordinator  
    Linda Kay Hai ……………………...finance@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Worship Tech/Media Director and Facility Manager 

Sam Becker…………………………….media@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Tech Coordinator 

Paul Schmidt…………………………….tech@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Wednesday Activities Coordinator 
 ....................... …………….wedactivities@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Music Coordinator 
Bunny Christie……………………..…music@brookingsmethodist.org 
  

Choir Director, Organist, Worship Team Accompanist 
Shawn Stemsrud………..…………….music@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Campus Ministry Coordinator 
 Alex Jensen…………………….…….campus@brookingsmethodist.org 

 
Congregation Caring Coordinator 

Joanie Holm…………………………………...…….….jholm229@gmail.com 
 
Organists:                         Manna Cook: Katie Knutson 
     Joan Riessen                     Choir Accompanist: Thomas Tvedt 
     MK Hugghins 

Connect with us! 
Church Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri:  8:30am-12:00 pm 
 
Need prayer? Email 
prayer@brookingsmethodist.org 
and Pastor Pete will pray with 
you! 

/FUMCBrookings 

@brookingsfumc 
First United 
Methodist Brookings 

brookingsmethodist.org 

Give Online to Brookings First United Methodist Church! 
Without your gifts, none of our community ministries would be possible. We have 
easy ways to give online or scan the QR code for more information: 

1) VANCO MOBILE APP: Download the Vanco Mobile app 
       from the App Store or Google Play. Once installed, search 
       “Brookings”, select FUMC, and follow directions. 
2) TEXT: Send a text message to 605-250-0807 with the 
      dollar amount of the gift and follow directions. 

Church Office Closed 
Please note that the church 
office will be closed on 
Monday, November 11th in 
observance of Veteran’s 
Day, and November 28-29th 
for the Thanksgiving 
Holiday.  

mailto:music@brookingsmethodist.org
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Radio Broadcast Sponsorships  
Now is the time to sign up for a radio broadcast 
sponsorship in 2024.  If you would like to sponsor a 
broadcast at $60 in memory, honor, or celebration of a 
loved one or anniversary, you may: 

      - Visit brookingsmethodist.org and click on RADIO BROADCAST SPONSORS  
      - Contact the office at 605-692-4345  
      - Email office@brookingsmethodist.org  

Or on SignUp Genius: https://bit.ly/3ZObUkh 

Winter Weekly Worship Schedule 
Sundays:   9:00am  Sunday School (Pre-K to Adult) 
  9:30am  Radio Broadcast (on KBRK 1430AM) 
  10:00am  Sunday Morning Worship (in-person and online) 
 
Wednesdays:  5:00pm  Cost-Free Manna in the Middle Meal 
  6:00pm  Manna in the Middle Worship Service 
  7:00pm  Confirmation, Bible Studies, First on Campus,  
    Wednesday School, Manna Study 

Watch Online at Any Time! 

http://www.brookingsmethodist.org/
mailto:office@brookingsmethodist.org
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