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FROM THE PASTOR

Over the past several weeks, I've been reading and
reflecting on the many gifts and nuances of the
creation stories as told in the book of Genesis. I'm not
sure what it is that has drawn me into this familiar
story, but I keep coming back to it. I keep finding
gifts in the wonder, the miracle, even the comfort of
the rhythm and order offered to us in the pattern of
creation over 7 days as told in Genesis 1.

There are so many things to reflect on here, from the
miracle of God creating all that is out of nothing, to the ways things are given
names, to the wonder of what that first sunrise or sunset looked like on that
first day when God created light and darkness. Most of all, I appreciate that
no matter what God did or created on each of the first 6 days described, God
saw all that was before them, and called it good.

® Yet it was on Day 6 that God created humans.

“Then God said, ‘Let us make humanity in our image to resemble
|:| RST U N |_|-E D us...” (Genesis 1:26 CEB)

“God saw everything he had made: it was supremely good. There was evening
M ETH 0 D I ST and there was morning;: the sixth day.” (Genesis 1:31 CEB)
B R O O K | N G S It was “supremely” good, it says. I love this descriptor that is different from

other days simply being good. On this day, it was supremely good, after
AT THE creating humans in God’s likeness.

CORNER OF

c H “ R c H & It makes me wonder: are we keeping our eyes open for that which is

c 0 M M “ N ITY supremely good in our midst? Are we creating opportunity to rest into the
goodness that is already within and around us? By this, I mean: part of what

625 Fifth Street, Brookings KiaEehEs4 good about God’s creation, was the gift of being together in

community. The gift of being set apart to live life together, and to care for one
605-692-4345 another and all of creation that is around us.

Then, in this abundance of goodness, we are told God rested on Day 7.
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Part of the gift of the rest and resetting many of us seek to lean into over the summer is the ability to seek -
and rest into - the gift of creation that is all around us. While sometimes that takes the glorious form of go-
ing camping or for a walk on a beautiful day, most it can also look like spending time in the dirt pulling
weeds or mowing the grass. There is joy to be found in these tasks not because they have to be done, but
because, depending on how we look at it, they are also opportunities to be in creation. To wonder anew
about the miracle of God’s creation that is as wide as the entire universe, and as specific as each blade of
grass.

Taking time to rest into the wonder of these miracles is indeed supremely good - and it makes me wonder:
where are you taking time apart to see and wonder about the miracles of God? Where do you see that
which is supremely good around and within you?

This week (month, year, lifetime...), might you take time to do just that. To pause. To rest. To marvel at the

wonder of God’s creation as you pause to see, to know, and to give thanks for all that is supremely good.

On the journey together,
Pastor Jen Osterlov

pastorjen@brookingsmethodist.org

Invitation to a Fall Book Study

First United Methodist Church invites you to join a study of N. T. Wright’s Surprised by Scripture: Engag-
ing Contemporary Issues. The study will meet in the basement of FUMC on Sunday afternoons from 4:00 -

5:30 PM beginning October 5% and concluding November 16, Rev. Dr. Larry Ort, a retired Episcopal priest
and former philosophy professor, will lead our discussion.

N. T. Wright is the former Bishop of Durham in the Church of
England (2003-2010) and one of the world's leading New Tes-
tament scholars. He is now serving as the chair of New Testa-
ment and Early Christianity at the School of Divinity at the
University of St. Andrews. He has been featured on ABC News,
Dateline NBC, The Colbert Report, and Fresh Air, and he has
taught New Testament studies at Cambridge, McGill, and Ox-
ford universities.

Wright shows the relevance of scripture for such engaging
issues as evolution, the science versus religion debate, the or-
dination of women, ecology, the problem of evil, and political engagement. Wright invites us to examine
our own minds and beliefs, reveals the relevance of the gospel for our troubled times, and calls us to radi-
cal hope.

Call the church office (605-692-4345) to register; we will order your free book. We hope you will join us.



Finance Committee by Jeff Lee, FUMC Finance Committee Chair

Greetings from the FUMC Finance Committee. As we move into the Fall season, our committee con-
tinues to meet monthly and remains engaged.

The church has transitioned to a new bookkeeping service (VRS Accountants) and that change is
going well. A key advantage to this partnership is VRS’s familiarity with Church Windows which is
the software we have used for several years.

Some areas of focus right now include: Budget discussions, Stewardship Campaign planning, and
updating the church’s financial policies.

Finally, the church council recently approved our recommendation to name Sheryl Pappas as the
Treasurer of the church. Sheryl remains very active with the Finance Committee and is a natural fit
for this volunteer position based on her strong accounting background. Thank you, Sheryl!

Respectfully submitted,
Jeff

Campus Ministry Director

FUMC is looking for someone who is able to provide spir-
itual and administrative leadership to First On Campus, a
United Methodist ministry, which operates out of Brook-
ings First UMC and serves students, faculty and staff of
South Dakota State University.

If you know of someone that may be interested please di-
rect them to our website (www.brookingsmethodist.org) or
contact Pastor Jen (605.692.4345).

Worship Coordinator Update by Maria Schlueter

I am looking for some people who would be willing to help out. We have areas in the welcome desk,
greeting, and ushering. I would love to add more names to the list. Please reach out to me in person
or email me at worship@brookingsmethodist.org.

The beautiful flowers in the sanctuary and at the welcome
desks are from Sonja Anderson. If you have enjoyed these
beautiful arrangements please reach out and thank her for
sharing them. You will see more flowers through the sea-
sons.




#onething by Teresa Telkamp and Avis Norton

October #onething: The OneThing designation for the month of October is the Tree of Life (TOL) mis-
sion on the Rosebud Reservation. Rosebud has high unemployment, high proverty levels, and all the
health issues associated with poverty such as high rate of diabetes and alcoholism. A measure of the
poverty is that the life expectancy of a Native American in South Dakota is 20 years less than state

average.

TOL basically distributes food, clothing, and household

goods. Programs include a soup kitchen that serves between

100 and 150 meals five days a week, a food pantry, a thrift store, ¢
a community garden, and home repairs. TOL hosts work groups p— -
that assist in home repairs. e

You are encouraged to give a cash donation to TOL. Prayers are ‘ <

always welcome. If you prefer a tangible gift, infant and kids l O

clothing, underwear for all ages, and bedding is always need- n
———

ed. Thank you. T

AU

BIBLE TRIVIA

1. Who was swallowed by a great fish?
2. What is the shortest verse in the Bible?
3. Who was the left-handed judge who killed King Eglon?

4. Guess the Verse:

“For I know the I have for
you,” declares the Lord, “plans to

you and not to harm you, plans

</ to give you a and a
_.” (Jeremiah 29:11)

Answers on page 9




YOUR INPUT IS REQUESTED

What information would you like to see in the FOCUS newsletter?

Current events Monthly Calendar of Events
Spotlight on a Volunteer Spotlight on an Employee
Committee Outcomes New Members

Baptisms Weddings

Members who have Passed Bible Study Classes

Crosswords or Trivia Other Suggestions? (please list)

How often would you like to receive the FOCUS newsletter?

Monthly V)

/-

Every-Other-Month
Once a quarter
What methods do you use to find out what is going on at FUMC?
Website Newsletter
Visit with Pastor Jen during Public Office Hours on Thursday Afternoons
Call a Church Member Worship Bulletin

Worship Announcements Other Sources (please list)

Other constructive comments?

Please email your feedback to office@brookingsmethodist.org or return to the Welcome Desk at the Church. Our goal is to keep
you informed, but not overwhelm you.

S T SERMON COPIES

e e Did you know printed copies of the sermon are available every week at the Wel-

S .
> come Center? If for any reason you would like to have a paper copy of the sermon

o
s, by e
> Th

. (that Pastor Jen never promises to follow exactly, but it’s usually pretty close!).

Share the Warmth is a one-day event to provide free winter

5 bsuess,
SHARE
the

| V') WARMTH

outwear items to people in Brookings County.

This extraordinary effort is made possible thanks to local

donations and volunteers. See website for further
information: www.stwbrookings.org

Wednesday, October 15, 2023

0ld Sanctuary—928 4th St, Brookings



October 2025

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Communion: 1 2 3 4
10/6 1030AM The Neighborhoods 8AM TOPS @ 6:30AM Men’s
10/16 10AM Edgewood Vista FUMC Breakfast @

HyVee
10/16 10:30AM Stoneybrook Suites 10AM Healthy y
Movements @ 10AM Healthy
10/20 10AM United Living Community cLC Movements @
See Page 10 for CLc
Church Activities
5 6 10AM Healthy |7 8 9 10 11
9AM Sunday Vovements @ | 53500 Al-Anon |8AMTOPS @ | 1PM Public 6:30AM Men’s | SDSU HOBO DAY
school CLC C30P1 Jubi FUMC Office Hours w/ | Breakfast @
4PM Bum-A- ubilee Pastor Jen @ HyVee
9AM Adult Study | \1001 @ Bsmt Ringers Re- 10AM Healthy | Kool Beans 10AM Healthy
issi M t
10AM Worship | Harvest Table hearsals Movements @ 7PM Missions CI-cévemen s@
CLC Committee
4PM Bible Study |>45PM SPR Mtg f
. See Page 10 for
7PM Worsh
orship Church Activities
Committee
7PM Retired’s
Bible Study
12 13 NATIVE 14 15 16 17 18
9AM Sunday | AMERICANDAY 1, Soompeo [samToPs @ | OFFICECLOSED | g.30aM Men's
School Office Open Group @ Parlor | FUMC (1)T°ﬁM P:bl'c y Breakfast @
9AM Adult Study | 10AM Healthy 10AM Healthy |- tce J°”r'°éw HyVee
) M 530PM Al-Anon | \ovements @ astorJen 10AM Healthy
10AM Worship ovements @ CLC Kool Beans Movements @
4PM Bible Study |CLC 530PM Jubilee 6PM UMM Men | CLC
Harvest Tabl Ringers see Page 10 for
arvest fable g Church Activities
7PM Retired’s
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
10AM Health . . ,
9AM Sunday Movements é cLc | 1:30PM CARE 8AM TOPS @ 1PM Tie Quilters | 6:30AM Men’s
School Group @ Care |FUMC Breakfast @

9AM Adult Study

10 AM Piecemak-
ers

645PM Finance

facilities

530PM Al-Anon

10AM Healthy
Movements @
CLC

1PM Public
Office Hours w/
Pastor Jen @

HyVee

10AM Healthy
Movements @

10AM Worship | Committee Kool Beans cle
) Harvest Table 530PM Jubilee See Page 10 for
4PM Bible Study Church Activities
Ringers
26 27 28 29 30 31
9AM Sunday 10AM Healthy 8AM TOPS @ 1PM Public Office | . ,
Movements @ CLC 530PM Al-Anon FUMC Hours w/Pastor 6:30AM Men’s
School Breakfast @

9AM Adult Study
10AM Worship
1115AM AD
Council

NOON SOUL

Harvest Table

530PM Jubilee
Ringers

10AM Healthy
Movements @
CLC

See Page 10 for
Church Activities

Jen @ Kool Beans

HyVee

10AM Healthy
Movements @
CLC A

e




November 2025

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
11/03—Communion at the Neighborhoods 1
11/06—Peaceful Pines Communion
11/17—ULC Communion
11/20—Edgewood Vista Communion
11/20—Stoneybrook Suites Communion
2 DAYLIGHT SAV- |3 4 5 6 7 8
INGSTIME ENDS | 10AM Healthy 8AM TOPS @ ) )
9AM Sunday Movements @ CLC 530PM Al-Anon | FUMC 1PM Public g.30ﬁ]lc\/l l:/lg)n S

10AM Healthy 1 reakras
School 545PMSPRMtg | 530PM Jubilee | Movements @ Sfﬁce Ijours w/ HyVee
9AM Adult Study | 7PM Worship Ringers Re- cLe astor len @

Committee Mtg Kool Beans LOAM Healthy
10AM Worship hearsals Movements @
Communion Harvest Table See Page 10 for CLC
4PM Bible Study Church Activities
with Dr. Ort
9 9AM Sunday |10 11 VETERANS |12 13 14 15

- 8AM TOPS @
School i/(I)AM Heatlthé/) e DAY / Office FUMC 1PM Public 6:30AM Men’s
9AM Adult Study ovements Closed : Breakf
. 10AM Healthy Office Hours w/ reakfast @
10AM Worsh|p 1:30PM PEO M_%Vements @ Pastor Jen @ HyVee
11AM Charge Harvest Table Kool Beans 10AM Healthy
Conference and Group @ Parlor

. 530PM Missions | Movements @
Gratitude 530PM Al-Anon | See Page 10 for . CLC
Brunch_ 530PM Jubilee Church Activities | Committee
4PM Bible Study .
with Dr. Ort Ringers re-

16 9AM Sunday |17 10AM Healthy |18 19 20 1PM Piece- 21 22

Movements @ CLC 8AM TOPS
:Z:/‘I’z'd s 130PM CARE | pomc O > @ | makers 6:30AM Men’s

ult Study : Breakfast @

] G Mt 1PM Public

10AM Worship  |330PM Finance roup W8 %/??Vl\élnﬁeeﬁgh@yb Hol HyVee
1115AM ADMIN | Committee Mtg 530PM Al-Anon CLC Office Hours w/ "
Council HarvestTable | 530PM Jubilee pastorJen @ | O/ Healthy

. Movements @
4Pl\r/]' g'blg itUdV Ringers re- See Page 10 for Kool Beans CLC
wi r. Or hearsals Church Activities 6PM UMM
23 24 25 26 27 28 6:30AM 29
9AM Sunday i/?fvl\éln:l::tlzhé cLc | 530PM Al-Anon 8AM TOPS @ Thanksgiving Men’s Breakfast
School FUMC @ HyVee

9AM Adult Study
10AM Worship

NOON SOUL

Harvest Table

530PM Jubilee
Ringers re-
hearsals

10AM Healthy
Movements @
CLC

See Page 10 for
Church Activities

OFFICE CLOSED

10AM Healthy
Movements @
CLC

30 1st Sunday in
Avent

9AM Sunday
School
10AM Worship




Education by Gretchen Knutson

Youth Group Selling Calendars - ‘ ’§
Be sure to pick up a 2026 wall calendar for $10 at the Welcome 'y:)*“t

Centers in the church. The money raised will go toward youth
trips and events. You may also purchase them during the week at
the education office.

Halloween Event - October 29!
Join us for a fun evening of Trick-or-Treating on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 29, right after the Manna service in the narthex! Kids (and
adults!) are encouraged to wear their costumes to the Manna meal,
worship, and then stay for games, treats, and lots of fun.
We also invite any church group to host a booth for the children to
trick-or-treat at. Booths don’t need to be elaborate—the kids simply
love having a variety of places to visit!
Come be part of this joyful and festive evening!

Susan's Saga by Susan Hugghins

For Bible Sunday, we gave a brief presentation highlighting the history of Bible translation, from the
Septuagint until modern times. There is an ongoing need for translating Scripture around the world
into the many languages which still do not have access to God's Word in their mother tongues. Some
of those groups are in Mexico, in the state of Oaxaca.

Afterwards, the elders of the church asked us to come forward, and they prayed for us.

At the entrance to the church, we had a display of grammars, dictionaries, literacy books, New Testa-
ments, and other materials in some of the many indigenous languages of Mexico. It was surprising
the amount of interest in these items.

We were heartened by the spontaneous response, as the congregation applauded after the presenta-
tion.

The need for Bible translation
continues to be pertinent to
this day, so that people groups
can know firsthand how God is
speaking.

Susan Hugghins is a daughter of this church
serving in full-time ministry as a Bible translator
among the Mixtec people of Oaxaca, Mexi-

co. Susan’s sending agency, Wycliffe Bible

Translators, is a non-denominational organiza-
tion; she raises her own funds to support this
ministry. The elders of the church praying for Susan (second from left) and her colleagues.




J
) 0 9/ 0 7-+WasteyDwen Snethen

Parents: Owen and Kalyn Snethen

CHARGE CONFERENCE

We will gather for Charge Conference and our Gratitude Brunch on
Sunday, November 9th at 11:00 a.m. (immediately following wor-
ship) in the CLC.

Don’t forget to RSVP so we can prepare enough food!

PRESENTATION OF 3RD GRADE BIBLES

Studying Scripture is one of the most important ways we learn about God. FUMC presented person-
al Bibles to each third-grade student on Sunday, September 14th or Wednesday, September 17th as
a statement of their growing faith development and as recognition of their being old enough to
study Scripture on their own. We celebrate the tradition of
presenting Bibles to our third-grade students as a gift from
the congregation.

Our third-grade recipients:

Mae Fishback Jesse Hanson IV
Nolan Holbeck Bryston Hope
Austin Smith Remmi Vlaminck

Answers from page 4 Bible Trivia: 1. Answer: Jonah; 2. Answer: John 11:35 “Jesus wept.”; 3. Answer: Ehud (Judges 3:15-21);
4. Answer: plans, prosper, hope, future




Education Activities on Wednesdays

7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

6th/7th Grade Wednesday Class

8th Grade Confirmation
Adult Manna Study

Senior High Youth Group

Wednesday School—Kindergarten thru 5th
Grade

STEWARDSHIP

DF
Ed $ =

The link to the pledge card is: www.brookingsmethodist.org/pledge or click on the QR code

Fall/Winter Weekly Worship

Sundays:

9:00am
9:30am

10:00am

Wednesdays: 5:00pm

6:00pm

7:00pm

Sunday School (Pre-K to Adult)
Radio Broadcast (on KBRK 1430AM)

Sunday Morning Worship (in-person and online)

Cost-Free Manna in the Middle Meal
Manna in the Middle Worship Service

Confirmation, Bible Studies, Wednesday School, Manna Study

Watch Online at Any Time!

YouTube Live Facebook Live
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Church Staff Connect with us!

Pastoral Staff : .
Jen Osterloh.......ocevvrerenrenes pastorjen@brookingsmethodist.org Church Office Hours:
Education Director Monday-Thursday:

Gretchen Knutsor.............. education@brookingsmethodist.org

8:30am-12:00 pm
Community Life Center Director
Vonda Kirkham........... communitylife@brookingsmethodist.org

and
Office Coordinator
DeD DaviS....oceereeerenersreceneeeneranees office@brookingsmethodist.org 1:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m.
Worship Tech/Media Director and Facility Manager ;
Sam BecKer......overeirnrirvisnrinrianns media@brookingsmethodist.org Closed on Fridays
Worship Coordinator
Maria Schlueter..........coecuunene. worship@brookingsmethodist.org
Tech Coordinator
Paul Schmidt.......coocvervrererriorerrnnncs tech@brookingsmethodist.org
Music Coordinator
Bunny Christi€.......erererscrerrens music@brookingsmethodist.org
Choir Director, Organist Need prayer? Email:
Shawn Stemsrud........coeceveevenncc. mus1c%brookmgsmethodist.org

Campus Ministry Coordinator pastorjen@ brookingsmethodist.org

Organists:  Joan Riessen and Pastor Jen will pray with you!

MK Hugghins

Manna Cook: Katie Knutson

Choir Accompanist: Thomas Tvedt

Accompanist: Mary McCullough

NﬂT WE r@ @brookingsfumc
AMERICAN n /FUMCBrookings
. D AY o brookingsmethodist.org
‘ ° First United Methodist Brookings

The office will be open normal hours on Monday, October 13. The office will be closed
on Thursday, October 16.

Give Online to Brookings First United Methodist Church!

Without your gifts, none of our community ministries would be possible. We have
easy ways to give online or scan the QR code for more information:

VANCO MOBILE APP: Download the Vanco Mobile app from the App Store or
Google Play. Once installed, search “Brookings”, select FUMC, and follow directions.
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Harvest Table
Mission: To provide to anyone in the community a no cost meal, love and fellowship.
Servers for the month of October and November:
October 6th—Faith Reformed Church and SDSU Swine Club
October 13th—First Lutheran Quilters
October 20th—First Assembly of God
October 27th—St. Paul Catholic Church, White
November 3rd—Banner Associates
November 10th—SDSU Prexy Council
November 17th—Preston Christian Church
November 24th—SDSU Foundation

If you are involved with a community group that would be interested in serving, please
reach out by calling 605.692.4345 and ask for Vonda to learn more about this community
program.,
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