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FOCUS 
N E W S L E T T E R  

  October 2024 
FROM THE PASTOR 
Left-Handed 
 
My daughter is left-handed (10% of the 
population falls into this category). And 
you might shrug and say, “so what?” The 
fact is that left-handed people have always 
suffered discrimination. For example, 
many ancient cultures designated the right 
hand as the “clean” hand to be used for 
eating and greeting others and the left as the “dirty” hand, to 
be used for maintaining personal hygiene. In fact the English 
word “sinister” is derived from a Latin word meaning “on the 
left side”. Students were often forced to use their right hand to 
write in school, even when using their left hand made more 
sense to them. But we have learned to be better – and so we no 
longer designate “lefties” as sinister, evil people. I use this as a 
hope-filled example of ways we can unlearn ingrained 
prejudices. Let us learn from this when it comes to the way we 
treat other people who have been pushed to the margins 
because they are different.  
In the same way that Jesus loved the people who were on the 
margins of society, let us welcome people who are left-handed, 
people who are differently abled, and people with autism, and 
people who struggle with depression, and people who are gay, 
and people who are short – in fact following Jesus means that 
we welcome everyone – and we are not distracted by the labels 
our culture want to put on people.  

Pastor Pete 
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Harvest Table 
Harvest Table has some openings for a serving group to 
serve about 100 Harvest Table guests this summer. The 
dates are August 19th, 26th and September 16th. Please 
contact Vonda to schedule your group. We would also 
appreciate donations of nonperishable food items and 
personal items such as toilet paper, facial tissue, 
deodorant, shampoo, and dish detergent. Thank you for 
your support of the Harvest Table program. 

Vonda Kirkham,  Harvest Table Director  
 

Fruit Slush Booth 
 
July 13th and 14th the church will again have a booth at the 
2024 Brookings Summer Arts Festival.  Your help is needed 
in many ways and there are multiple ways to sign up.   
There will be sign-up sheets on Sundays until July 7 to sign 
up at the Welcome Center before & after the service, use 
the QR code printed in this bulletin or go online to Sign-Up 
Genuis www.brookingsmethodist.org/slushbooth.   
 

Jim Honomichl, Missions 
 

Meals on Wheels 
Volunteers are needed for week 1: July 15-19th, week 2: July 22-26th 
If you are willing  to volunteer, please contact Perry Johnson,  
218-341-9706 voice/text, 605-692-1340 home, perbar3@mac.com 
 

Mark your calendar for the last FUMC Meals on Wheels for this year. 
 October 21st - November 1st  

 

Perry Johnson, Meals on Wheels Coordinator 
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 United Women in Faith 
We have THE best volunteers. Barb and I want to thank 
all the gracious people who so willingly  respond any and 
every time we call for help serving a funeral. We 
appreciate you so much. We are privileged to be able to 
still provide this service for our church families. We have 
served lunch a half dozen times already this year. Please let us know if you would like 
to be called to help sometime. 

Sincerely, 

Barb Crosser  

Judi DeZeeuw 

 

 

Staff Parish Relations 
SPR is planning a recognition and celebration of Gretchen 
Knutson for her 30 years employment as our Education 
Coordinator. 

We really want to honor her for the number of children 
and adults lives she has touched. 

Hope you will be able to join us on July 7th for her 
recognition during church and coffee and treats to follow 
in the Narthex. 

Mark Stratton , SPR Chair 
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Susan's Saga  
Translation is a complex process.  It is much more than just taking a set of words 
from one language and transferring them to another language.  Often there is a not a 
one-to-one correspondence of words.  It may take a long phrase in one language to 
convey the same meaning in another language. (For example, estrenar in Spanish 
means 'to wear or use something new for the first time.')   Or a word in one language 
may have a variety of meanings which are represented by very different words in 
another language.  Words and phrases can also have a range of nuances which may 
not be obvious at first glance.  (For example, hupomone in Greek doesn't have an  
exact equivalent in English or Spanish, as it has a range of meanings including 
'patient endurance, steadfastness, or perseverance.')   
In addition, any language is more than just a random compilation of words.  How the 
words are strung together into intelligible phrases and sentences depends on the 
grammar of that language.  And the grammar of each language can be highly  
sophisticated.     
At yet a higher level, phrases and sentences are woven together into larger units of 
paragraphs or stories or conversation or speeches.  How languages hang together is 
also crucial for understanding the content.  Again, there is a wide variety of  
strategies used in different languages for communication.   
All of these factors and more provide a myriad of ongoing challenges for  
translation.  In Bible translation the task is more complicated because the original 
source language (usually Greek or Hebrew) has been translated into various lan-
guages (Spanish and English, among many others), which are in turn resources for 
translating into minority languages, in this case, Mixtec.  But the words don't always 
match.  The grammatical structures are vastly different.  And how phrases and  
sentences are linked together into larger units also use divergent techniques.  
Bible translation is an interactive, continuous process of learning more about the 
source languages (Greek or Hebrew) and the target language of Mixtec, with English 
and Spanish as intermediaries, since I don't speak Greek or Hebrew.  We are finding 
that after drafting a book into Mixtec, numerous revisions are in order, as we refine 
the phrasing and search for better ways to render concepts in Mixtec.  There are  
always surprises along the way, as we discover that a word we thought would be  
adequate turns out to have nuances that don't match the meaning we are aiming 
for.  A couple of Fridays a month I go to the Mixtec language area armed with copies 
of a couple of chapters of Scripture in Mixtec to read with a group of people who 
haven't been involved in the translation.  They take turns reading a paragraph in 
Mixtec, then we go back over it to make sure it clearly communicates in Mixtec.   
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Sometimes they suggest a synonym or alternate phrase in Mixtec.  At times there is a 
word or a phrase which could be misunderstood.  Often a whole phrase is necessary 
in Mixtec to convey one word in Greek.  So we talk about the meaning.   
This feedback is important to make sure that the Mixtec translation is intelligible to 
more than just the Mixtec co-translators.   
The group seems to also enjoy the interaction.  They often comment that the  
meaning is clear in Mixtec, and that it communicates well.   
The translation process requires a lot of hupomone!  Thank you for sticking with us 
through the years as God's Word becomes available to this group of Mixtec people in 
their heart language.   

Susan Hugghins  

 
Susan Hugghins is a daughter of this church serving in full-time ministry as a Bible translator among the Mixtec people of 
Oaxaca, Mexico.   Susan’s sending agency, Wycliffe Bible Translators, is a non-denominational organization; she raises her own 
funds to support this ministry. 

#onething 
You are invited to donate FRUIT SNACKS to the Brookings 
Backpack Project through #onething in July.  
The Brookings Backpack Project assists children and 
youth in Brookings County SD, who may not have enough 
food to eat at home by providing them with easy-to-
prepare weekend meals and snacks throughout the year. 
By helping to sustain these children, we seek not only to help meet their nutritional 
needs but also to promote their physical, cognitive and social development and to en-
hance their overall sense of well-being.  
Please place the fruit snacks in the #onething totes in the Narthex and Community 
Life Center. Monetary offerings are welcome also.  

Please give generously to the July #onething!  Thank you!  

Kalee Greve, Missions Committee 
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Oakwood Church Camp Weekend 
 
The weekend of August 2-4 we are going to have a  
camping weekend at Oakwood Lakes State Park for  
anyone wishing to spend a weekend getting to know 
other church people better! I have reserved camp sites – 
all you need to do is to let me know that you would like a spot.   

We will share a couple of meals, visit around the campfire and generally relax 
and get to know each other better.  We might even throw in some fishing, 
kayaking or swimming for those interested! 

If you would like a campsite reserved for you, contact Gretchen. 

 

Summer Church Campers 
 
Please keep the following campers in your prayers as 
they attend camp in July: 

LPC – Son, Surf and Son 2.0, July 14-18–  
*Kate Bartels *Connor Bohn *Emma Bohn *Zane 
Flemming *Sydney Hahn *Autumn Merchant 
*Taiya Merchant *Mia Skovlund *Lucy Tellekson *Libby Vlaminck 

LPC – Stepping Stones, July 14-18 - *Kendra Pikul 

LPC – Teddy Bear Camp 1, July 22-23 – *Stephanie & Remmi Vlaminck *Kyler  
Wallace 

SMC – Family-Fun-4-All, July 26-28 - *Tom, Kay & Sam Becker *Jim, Cheryl & 
Rylee Honomichl *Jessica, Marley, Maddix & Makenna Huyck,  

LPC – Grandparents and Me 2, July 31-Aug.2 – *Vonda, Kolby & Kaleb Kirkham 
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High School Youth Private Swim Party! 

 
The high school will round out their summer 
activities with a private pool party at the 
Brookings pool on Thursday, July 18 from 7:00-
9:00 p.m. There is no need to sign up – just 
come to the pool and bring a friend! 

 
Sunday School for 2 Year Olds! 

 
We offer Sunday school for children who have turned 2 years olds by August 31, 
2024.  I have sent letters to the parents of those children according to our records.  
If you have not received a letter but would like your 2-year-old to attend Sunday 
school this fall, please call the church office so that I can get your child on the class 
role.   

Thanks so much for helping me to keep my records in order! 

 

Thank You for Making SCUBA VBS a Resounding Success! 
 
We are thrilled to share the incredible success of our 
recent SCUBA Vacation Bible School (VBS)! Over three 
amazing days, more than 60 children joined us for 
wonderful lessons, uplifting music, and enriching  
fellowship. 
A special thank you goes out to Christi Holbeck and 
Abbey Hawks, whose exceptional leadership made this 
event possible. Their dedication and enthusiasm  
inspired our fantastic group of volunteers, who worked tirelessly to create a memorable  
experience for all the children. 
We deeply appreciate everyone who contributed their time, energy, and resources. It truly 
takes a village to put on a VBS, and we are grateful for each and every one of you who 
helped or attended. Your support and participation made this event a resounding success! 

Gretchen Knutson, Education Director 
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Arts in the Park Service—NEW TIME 
 
Join us for the church service at the new time of 8:30am on July 14th at the 
bandshell in Pioneer Park during the Brookings Summer Arts Festival this year!  
Please note: there will not be a sanctuary service on this Sunday.   
Bring your favorite morning beverage and enjoy the fresh air! See you there!! 
 

 
Heat Stroke 
 
Heat stroke is the most serious heat-related illness. It occurs when the body can no 
longer control its temperature: the body’s temperature rises rapidly, the sweating 
mechanism fails, and the body is unable to cool down. When heat stroke occurs, the 
body temperature can rise to 106°F or higher within 10 to 15 minutes. Heat stroke can 
cause permanent disability or death if the person does not receive emergency 
treatment. 
 
Symptoms 
 
Symptoms of heat stroke include: 
 
• Confusion, altered mental status, slurred        
        speech 
• Loss of consciousness (coma) 
• Hot, dry skin or profuse sweating 
• Seizures 
• Very high body temperature 
• Fatal if treatment delayed 
 
If you experience or assist someone with these 
symptoms, call 911 for help and cool the victim with cold water or ice while help is in 
transit. 
Tip from the CDC. 
 

Joanie Holm, Congregation Caring Coordinator 
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Music Ministry Summer 2024 
How many fingers do you have on both hands?! 
10?! Maybe you have 8 fingers with two thumbs?! 
Denny Carmichael provided BFUMC Music 
Ministry with a 12 string guitar that doesn’t want 
to collect dust! If you are interested in trying it 
out to be played with the Worship Team, please 
reach out. No need for more than 8-10 fingers to 
play!  

BFUMC Music Ministry is looking for the 
following: 
• Any individual that would like to accompany  
       vocalists and musicians – especially  
        accompany children 
• Any individual or groups that would like to  
        offer musical talents during worship.                        
• While April 24, 2024 is our last Wednesday service for the school year, Sunday         

worship never takes a break! 
 Any individual who may fancy themselves knowledgeable in grant writing and 

application. Music Ministry at BFUMC is looking to replace outdated sound 
equipment in both facilities, purchase worship resources such as phone apps and 
music website memberships, and continuing education funds for BFUMC Music 
Ministry leaders. All of these tools and resources have costs associated with them 
that are not always anticipated in a church budget! But, applying for grants and 
receiving funding can help offset unexpected costs. 

If you are interested in any of the above activities, please reach out to Bunny Christie, 
BFUMC Music Coordinator at music@brookingsmethodist.org. 

Mark your calendar!  
7/14/24 – 8:30am Worship and Music led by BFUMC Worship Team at the Brookings 
Summer Arts Festival 
 

Bunny Christie, Music Coordinator 

mailto:music@brookingsmethodist.org


 

10  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you for honoring  fathers and other significant men in our lives by donating towards 
Habitat for Humanity ‘Tool Time’. Brookings Area Habitat for Humanity is part of a global, 
nonprofit housing organization operated on Christian principles that seek to put God’s love in 
action by building communities, homes, and hope.  

In Honor of  Tom Becker The Becker Family  

In Honor of  Sam Becker The Becker Family  

In Remembrance of  EJ Hugghins The Becker Family  

In Remembrance of  Dean Becker The Becker Family  

In Remembrance of  Wayne Buus Chris, Trish, Nate & Taira Buus 

In Remembrance of  Philip Christie Jill Christie  

In Remembrance of  Lawrence R Wek Linda Kay Hai & Family 

In Remembrance of  Harvey H Hai Linda Kay Hai & Family 

In Remembrance of  Douglas D Hai Linda Kay Hai & Family 

In Honor of  Darrin D Hai Linda Kay Hai & Family 

In Honor of  Korry W Melstad Linda Kay Hai & Family 

In Honor of  Cody Jacobs Linda Kay Hai & Family 

In Honor of  Carson Creel Linda Kay Hai & Family 

In Honor of  Ryan Samuel Lily & TJ Samuel  

In Remembrance of  Tom Samuel Lily & TJ Samuel  

In Honor of  Bob Appelgren Lily & TJ Samuel  

In Remembrance of  Albert Telkamp Doug & Teresa Telkamp 

In Remembrance of  Henry Sundermann Doug & Teresa Telkamp 

In Remembrance of  Larry Weber Doug & Teresa Telkamp 

In Remembrance of  Rick Wahlstrom Ron Wahlstrom 

In Remembrance of  Lyle Allison Keith & Betty Allison 

In Remembrance of  Francis Sechser Keith & Betty Allison 

In Remembrance of  Donald Little Lorna Jost 

In Remembrance of  Robert Jost Lorna Jost 

In Honor of  Rick Jost Lorna Jost 

In Honor of  Mike Heninger Lorna Jost 
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in honor of  Dustin Woodford Lorna Jost  

In Honor of  Don Little, Jr Lorna Jost  

In honor of  Barry Little Lorna Jost  

In Honor of  Pastor Pete Lorna Jost  

In Remembrance of  Jim Hagedorn Lynelle Hagedorn  

In Honor of  Ryan Hagedorn Lynelle Hagedorn  

In Honor of  Jamie Kerr Lynelle Hagedorn  

In Honor of  Dennis Johnson Lynelle Hagedorn  

In Remembrance of  LaValle Holter Lynelle Hagedorn  

In Remembrance of  Henry Meyer Barb Meyer  

In Remembrance of  Jim Meyer Barb Meyer  

In Honor of  Cody Meyer Barb Meyer  

In Honor of  Sean Meyer Barb Meyer  

In Remembrance of  Russ Carley Barb Meyer  

In Remembrance of  Karl Anderson Khristine Haensel  

In Remembrance of  Loren Simmons Doug & Cheryl Beste 

In Remembrance of  Darrel Beste Doug & Cheryl Beste 

In Remembrance of  Don Haas Bob & Lynette Smith 

In Remembrance of  Merle Smith Bob & Lynette Smith 

In Remembrance of  John P Anderson LeRoy Anderson  

In Remembrance of  Oral Swift LeRoy Anderson  

In Honor of  Brian Anderson LeRoy Anderson  

In Honor of  Brant Anderson LeRoy Anderson  

In Honor of  Dean Kattelmann Kendra & Dean Kattelmann 

In Honor of  Brad Kattellman Kendra & Dean Kattelmann 

In Honor of  Mark Morgan Kendra & Dean Kattelmann 

In Remembrance of  Merle Ferwerda Kendra & Dean Kattelmann 

In Remembrance of  Ed Kattelmann Kendra & Dean Kattelmann 

In Honor of  Van Fishback Barbara Fishback  

In Honor of  Tom Fishback Barbara Fishback  

In Honor of  Paul Fishback Barbara Fishback  

In Honor of  James Fishback Barbara Fishback  

in honor of  Russel Christensen Sheryl Christensen  

In Honor of  Matt Christensen Russel & Sheryl Christensen 

In Remembrance of  Harold Saathoff Russel & Sheryl Christensen 

   

   



 

12 

In Remembrance of  Virgil Christensen Russel & Sheryl Christensen 

In Honor of  Matt Christie Tucker & Spencer Christie 

In Honor of  Rick Hieb Rick & Brenda Hieb  

In Honor of  Brian VandeGriend Rick & Brenda Hieb  

In Honor of  Dave Kmetz Rick & Brenda Hieb  

In Honor of  Isaiah Waddell Rick & Brenda Hieb  

In Remembrance of  Bill Hieb Rick & Brenda Hieb  

In Remembrance of  Isaac Klassen Rick & Brenda Hieb  

In Remembrance of  Kenneth Ivers Pearl Ivers  

In Remembrance of  Sam Klaudt Pearl Ivers  

In Remembrance of  Vernon Ivers Pearl Ivers  

In Honor of  Sam Brovold  Beth & Ope Niemeyer 

In Remembrance of  Bill McCracken Beth & Ope Niemeyer 

In Honor of  Gerrit Niemeyer Beth & Ope Niemeyer 

In Remembrance of  Our Grandfathers Beth & Ope Niemeyer 

In Remembrance of  Robert Kilmer Joyce V Simet  

In Remembrance of  Mack McLain Joyce V Simet  

In Remembrance of  Ted Thaden Ron & Linda Thaden  

In Remembrance of  Bud Lucas Ron & Linda Thaden  

In Honor of  Ron Thaden Linda & Tom Thaden 

In Honor of  Eric Ballou Sandy Ballou  

In Honor of  Edward Ballou Sandy Ballou  

In Remembrance of  Byron Rolfson Sandy Ballou  

In Remembrance of  John Scott Joella Anderson  

In Remembrance of  Chris Anderson Joella Anderson  

In Remembrance of  Larry Huber Joella Anderson  

In Honor of  Robert Anderson Joella Anderson  

In Honor of  All Fathers Keith Goehring  

In Honor of  Arlie Shields MK Hugghins  

In Honor of  Tom Becker MK Hugghins  

In Remembrance of  Reiner Pulscher Betty Ruth Mennis   
In Remembrance of  Don Mennis Betty Ruth Mennis   
In Honor of  Dan Merchant Amy, Autumn & Taiya Merchant 
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In Remembrance of  Walter Helms Sheila Helms   
In Remembrance of  Herman Helms Sheila Helms   
In Remembrance of  Harley Eliason Steve & Penny Eliason  

In Remembrance of  Clifford Raske Steve & Penny Eliason  

In Remembrance of  Johnny Fries Ruth Dickinson & Russel Fries  

In Remembrance of  Don S. Dickinson Ruth Dickinson & Russel Fries  

In Honor of  Don DeZeuw Judi DeZeeuw   
In Honor of  Roger Sandness Helen, Jim, Emma & Betsy Williams 

In Remembrance of  Russel Anderson Sonja Anderson   
In Remembrance of  J. Arvid Anderson Sonja Anderson   
In Honor of  LeRoy Anderson Sonja Anderson   
In Remembrance of  Clarence Fitzsimmons Sonja Anderson   
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Radio Broadcast Sponsorships  
 
The 2024 calendar still has open dates that are available to sign up for a radio 
broadcast sponsorship.  If you would like to sponsor a broadcast at $60 in memory, 
honor, or celebration of a loved one or anniversary, you may: 

       
- Visit brookingsmethodist.org and click on RADIO BROADCAST SPONSORS  
      - Contact the office at 605-692-4345  
      - Email office@brookingsmethodist.org  

Summer Weekly Worship Schedule 
Sundays:   9:30am  Radio Broadcast (on KBRK 1430AM) 
  10:00am  Sunday Morning Worship (in-person and online) 
 

 
Watch Online at Any Time! 

http://www.brookingsmethodist.org/
mailto:office@brookingsmethodist.org
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Church Staff 
Pastoral Staff 

Pete Grassow…………………..pastorpete@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Education Director 

Gretchen Knutson………….. education@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Community Life Center Director 

Vonda Kirkham…….….communitylife@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Office Manager 

Lynelle Hagedorn………….…..…...office@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Financial Coordinator  
    Linda Kay Hai ……………………...finance@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Worship Tech/Media Director and Facility Manager 

Sam Becker…………………………….media@brookingsmethodist.org 
 
Tech Coordinator 

Paul Schmidt…………………………….tech@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Wednesday Activities Coordinator 
                                            wedactivities@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Music Coordinator 
Bunny Christie……………………..…music@brookingsmethodist.org 
  

Choir Director, Organist, Worship Team Accompanist 
Shawn Stemsrud………..…………….music@brookingsmethodist.org 
 

Campus Ministry Coordinator 
 
 
Congregation Caring Coordinator 

Joanie Holm…………………………………...…….….jholm229@gmail.com 
 
Organists:                         Manna Cook: Katie Knutson 
     Joan Riessen                   Choir Accompanist: Thomas Tvedt 
     MK Hugghins 
     Shawn Stemsrud 

Connect with us! 
Church Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri:  8:30am-12:00 pm 
 
Need prayer? Email 
prayer@brookingsmethodist.org 
and Pastor Pete will pray with 
you! 

/FUMCBrookings 

@brookingsfumc 
First United 
Methodist Brookings 

brookingsmethodist.org 

Give Online to Brookings First United Methodist Church! 
Without your gifts, none of our community ministries would be possible. We have 
easy ways to give online or scan the QR code for more information: 

1) VANCO MOBILE APP: Download the Vanco Mobile app 
       from the App Store or Google Play. Once installed, search 
       “Brookings”, select FUMC, and follow directions. 
2) TEXT: Send a text message to 605-250-0807 with the 
      dollar amount of the gift and follow directions. 

 
Church Office Hours 
Please note that the church 
office will be closed on the 
following day in July:  
• July 4th  

mailto:music@brookingsmethodist.org
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